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THE INDEPENDENT 


Brown helps 
poor, and 
warns the rest 


• Advance corporation tax will be abolished from April 1999 and replaced 
with quarterly corporation tax payments for larger companies. Mainstream 
corporation tax is to be reduced by I per cent to 30 per cent — said to be the 
lowest rate of any major industrialised country. 

• Cold- weather payments for pensioners: Pensioner households were 
promised a flat rate of £20 this winter to pay for extra heating as well as the 
usual Christmas bonus. People on income support will gain an extra £50. 

• Environmental taxes: The VAT rate on energy-saving materials is to be 
cut from 175 per cent to 5 per cent Plans for a “greener” tax system are 
promised for next weeks Kyoto summit. 

• Child care: A five-year plan to provide child care for 1 million children in 
30,000 childcare dubs at a cost of £300m was announced. 

• Tax avoidance: Detailed measures were promised in the next Budget to 
reform capital gains tax and to root out tax avoidance. 

Full coverage, pages 15-18 


Gordon Brown yesterday gave 
pensioners, lone parents and the 
unemployed a surprise down- 
payment on Labour’s One Nation 
pledges. With backbench critics 
delighted, Anthony Bevins and Diane 
Coyle examine the Chancellor’s 
first pre-Budget statement. 


Winter heating belp for peosoceis, a 10-fold 
increase in childcare places for lone parents, 
and a half-price bus and rail fare scheme for 
young people helped into work or training 
under Labour’s New Deal jobs pro gr am me 
yesterday delivered a much-needed morale- 
boost for Labour ministeis and MPs. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
at the end of a Commons statement oat- 
lining consultative plans for next spring’s 
Budget: “This is a Government that keeps 
its promises and isprepared to take action 
where action needs to be taken.” 

Following a spate of announcements and 
media speculation that the Tieasuiy was plan- 
ning a dash-and-burn policy for some of the 
fundamentals of the welfare state. Labour 
MPS greeted the good news with sponta- 
neous cheers of relief. There was even a con- 
gratulatory pat on tbe arm from Tony Blair. 

The statement was greeted warmly by 
business, too, pleased by the tough stance 
on government finances and a surprise cut 
in corporation tax. But business leaders tem- 
pered their reaction by warning that the tax 
change would cost industry billions of 
pounds in the first instance. 

The political heart of the statement of- 
fered the switch of a European Union pay- 
ments dividend of £4Q0m to help pensioners 
with winter fuel bills; an extra £20 for eveiy 
pensioner household this winter and next 
winter, with £50 extra for the 2 million pen- 
sioner households on income support But 
there was more for the poorest pensioners 

- a promise of action to encourage tbe oth- 
er 1 min inn pensioner households who do 
not claim their income support, about £15 
a rfeek, to take up their benefit entitlement 

Bar lone parents, Gordon Brown extend- 
ed the weKare-to-work programme from 
those with school-age childTen to all lone par- 
ents and, to meet backbench criticism, every 


single parent coming on to benefit from April 
win be offered help to find work. The big sur- 
prise, however, was on child care. Harriet 
Harman. Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, will today give details of a £300m lot- 
tery-funded programme to set up as many 
as 30,000 new out-of-school dubs for near- 
ly 1 million children o Hone-parent families. 

Mr Brown also announced the go- 
ahead for detailed work on a tax-credit sys- 
tem, and a new national insurance structure 
for the low paid, intended to eradicate the 
poverty trap deterrent to work under 
which some people lose more than a £1 for 
every extra £1 they earn. 

Mr Brown warned that there would be 
no relaxation ofTreasury disciplines on the 
economic front “We must all be long-ter- 
mists now,” he said. “The reforms we are 
introducing will take time. But it is in no 
one’s interest if today’s pay rise threatens 
to become tomorrow’s mortgage rise.” 

Peter Lilley, the shadow Chancellor, 
prompted Labour jeers, and Tbry cheers, 
when he welcomed tbe good economic news 
of the statement, which he told the House, 
was the “golden economic legacy which we 
bequeathed this government”. But he also 
said Mr Brown was offering little comfort 

for tte typical fKxne-owmDgfamify who feced 

£650-a-year higher bills from increased in- 
terest charges, a cut in mortgage tax relief 
and extra burdens on pension funds. 

Tbe Liberal Democrat Treasury spokes- 
man, Malcolm Bruce, said laten “Budgets 
should involve both income and expenditure, 
but this is the RjIo mint Budget, with a hole 
in the middle where the extra spending on 
schools and hospitals ought to be.” 

The business and financial markets gave 
the Chancellor’s statement a favourable re- 
action. with a wide welcome for a surprise 
announcement of a further cut in the cor- 
poration tax rate, along with abolition of ad- 
vance corporation tax from 1 April 1999. 
However, there was great concern about 
how much a switch to quarterly payment of 
corporate taxes would cost business during 
the transition period. Apart from that wor- 
ry, Mr Brown’s performance got good re- 
views beyond Westminster and Whitehall. 
In the City, the updated forecasts for the 
economy and the public finances were 
seen as an exercise in deliberate caution. 


PAY RESTRAINT: WHO CARES? 


Gordon Brown included a long section in 
his speech appealing for pay restraint 
from business leaders and the rest of tbe 
country. In it, he said: 

' “it is in no one’s interest if today’s pay 
threatens to become tomorrow’s 
mortgage rise. The worst form of short- 
temrism would be to pay ourselves more 
today at the cost of fewer jobs tomorrow 
I and lower living standards in tbe very near 

future. So wage responsibility is a price 
worth paying. 

. . . “It is moderation for a purpose— This 
means responsibility, not just on the shop 
floor bdpUso from Britain’s boardrooms 
•. noftranB^-where in the interests of all there 
must be moderation not excess and where 

• •’“- a» example should be set.” 

L , : v^ v-eowhat do the people at the sharp end 
• Chancellors message make ofit? 




tune. If it comes to actually helping to drive 
a company forward it’s another thing. “ ■ 
S ifm pnf, the German electronics and 
engineering giant, which has spent more 
fi rm £lbn on its computer chip plant on 


i "r — j “ . ... .- 

^ Markets, said: “AH he is doing is talking 
:fca&. Labour h as been going on about 
f. . boardroom excess for years but it can't do 
%-msdt about it. Nobody complains when 
A . Alan Shearer or Elton John get paid a for- 


were often the tMify way to find the best peo- 
ple. A spokesman said: “You have to com- 
pete and pay tbe right people. At the end 
of the day the labour market is a free mar- 
ket There’s a finite poo! of people and you 
have to entice them.” 

Sir Ross Buckland, chief executive of 
Unigate, the dairy group, who received a 
5 per cent increase to £462,000 last year and 
another5 per cent increase since then, said: 
“j think foe vast majority of Rritidi board- 
rooms have set a good example with in- 
creases not dissimilar to those awarded to 
most of the workforce." 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, leader of Unison, 
the country’s biggest public service union, 
said he wanted low-paid employees to see 
the benefit of the upturn in the economy 
and the increasing flow of tax into the 
Exchequer. 
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Two astronauts played catch in space with a satellite 



to stow it safely on boahd the shuttle Columbia 



Further steps for mankind*. Top - The 
Japanese as tr on a ut Takao Doi (right) and 
American astronaut Winston Scott prepare 
to retrieve a sateffite apd place it in the 
payload bay of the space shuttle Columbia on 
Monday. The errant solar observatory 
tumbled out of control after its release on 
Friday " AP P ho togr a ph/Nasa 


satellite. The satellite’s navigational system 

foiled shortly after it was released, 
prompting the rescue mission' 

AFP Phocograph/Nasa 


Centre: The two crew members of Columbia 
begin their recovery of the Spartan-201 . 


Bottom: Winston Scott, left, and Takao Dim, 
right, move the Spartan satellite Into the 
payload hay of the space shuttle Columbia, 
also on Monday, In this image taken from 
television .. 

AP Photograph/Nasa 


“I just had to stop by and pick up 
a satellite, m be home by sup- 
pertime,” said the American as- 
tronaut Winston Scott to his wife, 
watching at mission control in 
Florida. He would have been a lit- 
tle late: it took an hour before he 
and Japanese astronaut Takao 
Doi reached out and grabbed the 
15-tonne Spartan satellite as it or- 
bited tbe Earth at 2am yesterday. 

Tbe rescue was a huge relief for 
the astronauts - especially Doi, 
wheywas the firet Japanese to go 
on a spacewalk. 

The trouble with Spartan, an 
observation satellite that cost $10m 
(£6. 13m), began almost as soon as 
it was released from tbe Shuttle last 
Friday. It was intended to fly free 


of the Shuttle for two days, study- 
ing tbe outer atmosphere of the 
Sun, in conjunction with another 
solar observatory called Soho. 

But first it had to perform a ma- 
noeuvre to show that its control 
system was working but didn’t. 
The astronauts tried to retrieve it 
□sing the shuttle's robot arm, but 
hit it and sent it spinning. 

The reason for the control sys- 
tem failure could be human error 
or a computer fault, Nasa said 
yesterday. ■ 

The shuttle approached Spar- 
tan from below, flying in dose for- 
mation for about 90 minutes 
before it was correctly positioned 
for the rescue. The spacewalkers 
leaned back on opposite sides of 


Columbia's cargo bay, -Spartan 
hanging in space over their heads, 
as tbe mission commander; Kevin 
Kregd, inched Columbia to with- 
in arm’s reach of the ailing satel- 
lite. 

“OK. standby, standby, capture. 
I’ve got my end.” Scott saicL'TVe 
got my end,” echoed Doi as each 
grabbed hold of Spartan's pro- 
truding telescope tubes. 

. . The rescue was made easier be- 
cause the satellite’s spin had 
slowed to a near stop. But 
Manhandling the bulky spacecraft 
onto a cradle in the shuttle's car- 
go bay proved tricky, and needed 
help from the robot arm. 

— Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor 
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TODAY'S NEWS 


Woodward could be 


home for Christmas 


The British au pair Louise Woodward could be home 
for Christmas after new legal moves in the United 
States. Prosecutors filed an appeal against the decision 
of judge Hiller Zobel to reduce her conviction for 
second-degree murder to manslaughter and a hearing 
could be held as early as next week. If the District 
Attorney fails in his bid to have the decision overturned 
19-year-old Louise could be on the way bade to Britain. 

Her lawyers are filing their own appeal against the 
manslaughter conviction, but there would be nothing to 
stop her leaving the US to await a hearing, which could 
take up to a year 

The prosecution request, contained in nearly 50 
pages released yesterday, was framed by a long and 
searing indictment of judge Zobel and of his motives, ft 
suggested in particular that by setting her free, he had 
“in effect, treated the defendant as though she had been 
acquitted” by the court. 

— David Usbome 


Boozers and hypocrites 


The latest survey of the most popular social pastime in 
Britain shows that binge drinking is epidemic yet most 
people find drunkards offensive. One million men and 
190.000 women said they got drunk at least once a 
week - and those were the ones who admitted ft. 
When asked what they meant by drunk most said "not 
in control.” Yet the survey also revealed that more than 
half of men and more than two thirds of women said 
they might leave a party because people were getting 
drunk. Page 2 



JTL 


fTlouricc Lacroix 

Switzerland 



Tfago 

From £450 -£650 


Precious MeLal/Stainless Steel 
Sapphire Crystal Glass 
100 Metres Water Resislaztey 
Concealed Clasp 
Screw-In Crown 


Hie Maurice Lacroix Swiss waich collection can be found 
in selected branches of the Goldsmiths Group, the 
largest network of Authorised Agents in the country. 
The Goldsmiths Group is one of the country’s leading 
retailers of fine jewellery and prestigious watches with 
more than 120 branches nationwide. 


GOLD-SMITHS 



WALK E R & HALL 


THE MARK OF A FINE JEWELLER 
For further information and details of your nearest agent 
telephone FREE on 0800 Goldsmiths (0800 465376). 
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UPDATE 


Bottoms up as Britain 
carries on drinking 


Drinking, like sex, is something people enjoy when they are doing it but 
arc censorious about when they are not. The latest survey of the most pop- 
ular social pastime in Britain shows that binge drinking is epidemic yet 
most people find drunkards offensive. 

One million men and 190,000 women said they got drunk at least once 
a week - and those were the ones who admitted it. When asked what they 
meant by drunk most said “not in control’'. 

Yet the survey of 1,600 adults, conducted for the Health Education 
Authority, also revealed that more than half of men and more than two 
thirds of women said they might leave a party because people were 
getting drunk. 

Binge drinking is fraught with danger. It causes accidents, injuries, black- 
outs, memory loss, alcohol poisoning, violence, crime, sickness, hangovers 
and behaviour that gives cause for regret, the Health Education Author- 
ity said. Yet few are pul off. The sur- 
vey showed how socially acceptable 
getting drunk was. 

The habit is commonest among 16- 
to 24-year-olds, with four out of ten 
yonog men downing the equivalent of 
four or more pints at least once a week, 
enough to pm the average man's blood 
alcohol level at Le^isL SO per cent over 
the drink-driving limit. More than a 
quarter of young women said they 
downed three pints or their equivalent 
at least once a week. 

The best advice for drinkers, as the 
party season approaches, is to take reg- 
ular “drink holidays’" - days when no 
alcohol is consumed at all to give the 
body time to recover. It takes the liver 
an hour to metabolise half a pint of beer 
or equivalent, so after a heavy session 
it can be 12 hours before the liver gets 
back to normal. 

At least one or two drink-free days 
a week can prevent It becoming 
overloaded. 

The authority published a series of 
steps people can take to control their 
drinking. They include: work out a daily limit and stick to it, do not let 
people pressure you into having another drink, skip rounds or choose 
alcohol- free drinks during some of them and do not drink on an 
empty stomach. 

All this is to be made easier to follow with a series of post cards aimed 
at underage drinkers entitled “puke”, “snog”, “prat” and “scrap” - to 
be distributed, in an unhappy coincidence, in cinemas showing the 
Spice Girl*, movie. 

Andy Seale, campaign manager, said: “Getting drunk is more than 
a health risk. It can damage your career, your studies, relationships, 
reputation and self-respect.” Yet 12 million people still do it every week. 
Funny that. 

— Jeremy Laurance 




HEALTH 


Early drugs education works 


Children as young as eight should be targeted with warnings about the dan- 1 
gens of xQicft chugs and sm o kin g, according to an official report published 

yesterday, " • 1 

Home Office research showed youngsters who were given weekly drugs 
education lessons when they were aged eigh t to ten were less likely to have 
used illegal drugs or smoked by the time they were 14. The fi n di n gs were 
based on the evaluation of 76 children from Hackney, east London, who 
took part in Project Charlie (Chemical Abuse Resolution Lies In Educa- 
tion) in 1990-92. They found that the children had more negative attitudes 

towards drugs and were better able to resist peer pressure. 
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Woman refused job by M&S claims race bias 


LAW 

Disabled denied justice 


AdeUe Martins, a black fashion buyer, took a dis- 
crimination case against Marks and Spencer to the 
Court of Appeal in London yesterday claiming she 
failed to get a job because of the famous store’s “white 
middle class attitudes”. 

The 3 1 -year-old (pictured above) was said to have 
been a victim of the “climate of unrecognised dis- 
crimination amongst middle management”. 

Ms Martins, from Wandsworth, south-west Lon- 
don, applied for a job as a trainee buyer after nearly 
five years’ experience as an assistant fashion buyer. 

However, the court was told that this background 
had been dismissed by the M&S interviewers as be- 
ing with a “relatively ^distinguished fashion outlet”: 
Ms Martins had been working for Woohrorth’s. 

Ms Martins’ barrister, lan MacDonald QC, said 
she had complained to an industrial tribunal which 
ruled there had been racial discrimination, awarding 


her £3,000 for injury to her feelings and giving her 
leave to apply for compensation for other losses. 

- The panel said she did not get the job because 
of her ethnic origin and that although the compa- 
ny had taken steps to counter the perception of it 
as "a white middle class organisation” it had bad 
little impact on the staff's ethnic ms. There was said 
to be have been a “dimate of unrecognised dis- 
crimination amongst middle management”. 

In May last year ah Employment Appeal Tribunal 
ruled that the initial tribunal’s fin dings had been “per- 
verse” and said M&S had taken reasonable steps to 
get rid of racial discrimination. 

The store says Ms Martins, who is trying to over- 
turn the EAFs decision, was not chosen for the job 
because of her poor performance at the interview. 

The hearing was adjourned until tomorrow. 

— Mkhoef Streeter 


People with learning disabilities are being failed by the British justice sys- 
tem, according to a new study published today. 

Mencap, the mental health charity, claims people with learning disabilities 
are not being treated fairly by the law, often because they are not regarded 
as credible witnesses. It means that some allegations of serious crime are 
never properly examined by the courts. 

The study. Barriers to Justice, found 96 per cent of barristers were not 
trained ou learning disability, although 76 per cent had represented a client 
with a difficulty. Just over a third of police officers had received some train- 
ing, but 71 per cent of police thought it bad not helped them in dealing 
with people with learning disabilities. — Louise Jury 
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Pupils struggle with languages 


‘Starlight Express’ dancer loses damages fight 
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A top dancer in the roller-skating 
musical Stariight Express yesterday 
lost her High Court damages ac- 
tion over an onstage fall which 
ended her career. 

Caron . Davis, 31, was intro- 
ducing her character, Dinah, to the 
audience during a show when 
the toe-stop on her right skate 
failed to brake and she fell. 

Ms Davis (pictured), who used 
the stage name Caron Cardelle, 
claimed that The Really Useful 
Theatre Company Ltd was negli- 
gent in not doing more to stop fee 
stage being slippexy by keeping it 
dust-free. 

She wept as she described how 
damage to ligaments in her back 
meant she had to abandon the 



work she loved and become a 
reflexologist. The company, which 
manages the Andrew Lloyd Web- 
ber musical at the Apollo Victo- 
ria theatre in London, denied 


liability and claimed the March 
1994 accident was caused by Ms 
Davis’s lack of concentration. 
Judge Christopher Hordern QC 
found that there was no breach of 
statutory duty or negligence es- 
tablished against the company. 

Ms Davis's allegations that 
fluff was de posted by the air-con- 
ditioning or a newcarpet were both 
“red herrings”, he added. 

The judge, sitting in London, 
said that although the stage was 
more slippery than usual the night 
Ms Davis fell, the theatre did all 
that was reasonably possible to 
keep the stage safe. 

Ms Davis, of Ruislip, west Lou- 
don, who was funded by her union. 
Equity, was ordered to pay costs. 


Results of teacher assessments of 14-year-olds in subjects other than En- 
glish, maths and science, which are published for the first time this year, 
show a wide range of achievement. 

Just under three-quarters of pupfis reached the expected standard in 
art and physical education and two-thirds did so in music. But only just 
over half reached the standard in history, geography, design and technol- 
ogy and modem languages and only half did so in information technolo- 
gy. Girls did better than boys especially in design and technology, history, 
music and modem languages. 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.36 

Italy (lira) 

2813 

Austria (schillings) 

20.06 

Japan (yen) 

212.02 

Belgium (francs) 

58.96 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.33 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.21 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.72 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.93 

Portugal (escudos) 

290.28 

France (francs) 

956 

Spain (pesetas) 

24123 

Germany (marks) 

2.86 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.56 

Greece (drachma!) 

455.87 

Switzerland (francs) 

231 

Hong Kong (») 

12.66 

Turkey (lira) 

303,782 

Ireland (punts) 

1.09 

USA($) . 

1.64 



Source: Thxrm Cook* 
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VS you’ve been waiting for. A feature rich Pentium II 
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Spencer divorce 
lawyers fight dirty 


Marriage break- 
up: do schools 
make it worse? 

EDUCATION+ 



Colin Wheeler 
on the cartoon 
art of laughter 

THE EYE 


Following his wife’s 
claims that he had 
committed adultery with 
12 women, Earl 
Spencer’s lawyers began 
fighting dirty yesterday 
in their bid to have the 
divorce heard in South 
Africa. Steve Boggart 
examines the evidence. 


Lawyers for Earl Spencer hint- 
ed to a Cape Town court that 
they would fight Countess 
Spencer's claim for a £3.75m 
settlement on the grounds that 
she had been treated for alco- 
holism and eating disorders. 

In a reference to the five 
months the former model had 
spenL in a rehabilitation clini c 
fighting her problems, Leslie 
Weinkove, representing the earl 
said: “There is a question mark 
over her ability to manage such 
an award, given that she has a 
12-step approach to life dealing 
•wit h each problem day to day.” 

Reformed alcoholics and 
•addicts are often given a 12-step 
programme to help them re- 
cover. 

The hearing at Cape Tbwn 
High Court will decide whether 
the couple’s divorce case should 
be beard In South Africa or in 
England, where Earl Spencer’s 
assets are greater and where, 
therefore. Lady Spencer's de- 
mands are more likely to be met 

The court was told by Earl 
Spencer’s lawyers that Lady 



Lady Spencer: ’Could not 
handle £3. 75m’ 

Spencer, 32, the former model 
Victoria Lockwood, was inca- 
pable of coping with a huge di- 
vorce settlement and had a 
history of living for the moment 
He has offered a settlement of 
£300,000. 

' For her part. Lady Spencer 
has alleged through her lawyers 
that her husband, tbe brother 
of Diana, Princess of Wiles, ad- 
mitted sleeping with 12 other 
women while she was receiving 
treatment. Yesterday, Jeremy 
Gauntlet!, Lady Spencer’s so- 
licitor, described the initial al- 
legations as “merely a summary 
— There will be more details of 
a serious kind and if it has to be 
drawn out, so be it." Earl 
Spencer's legal team say the al- 
legations wffl be strenuously 
denied in court. 

JIhe legal teams of both par- 
ties questioned a British fami- 
ly lawyer, Jeremy Fosnansky, 


about the way divorce cases 
were held in Britain. When 
asked what kind of property 
£300,000 would buy in London, 
Mr Fosnansky replied: “I’m 
not an estate agent, but I per- 
sonally think £300,000 would 
only get a house in a very un- 
attractive, distant suburb with 
problems such as crime.” 

Earl Spencer, 33. is report- 
ed to have a family fortune of 
£100m. Although much of it is 
tied up in property which can- 
nol be sold, his income has been 
described as £6m. 

During the hearing, in Court 
17. he appeared relaxed and 
joked with lawyers while Lady 
Spencer looked tense and anx- 
ious. Neither parly looked at the 
other. 

They moved to South Africa 
in 1996 after tabloid newspapers 
published stories about about 
his extramarital activities and his 
wife’s treatment at the rehabil- 
itation dime. They married in 
September 1 989 but now live in 
separate houses a few streets 
from each other in Cape Ibwn. 
They have four children. 

The London Evening Stan- 
dard last night published a let- 
ter from Earl Spencer to 
Chantal Collopy, one of tbe 
women with whom he alleged- 
ly had an affair. She is now sup- 
porting Lady Spencer. The earl 
was said to be upset that sec- 
tions of the letter were re- 
leased on Monday which had 
him admitting being “callous 
and vicious” and “a dreadful 
bully”. 
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Rare sighting: Monet’s Sur tax Planches de TrouviUe went on public view at Christie's yesterday for the first time In a century Photograph: David Rose 

Monet revealed to public after 100 years 


A painting by Claude Monet 
which has not been seen by the 
public for a century is to be 
sold at Christie's next month. 

The sale of Sur les planch- 
es deThjuvSk^vAjkhis one the 


best examples of the artist’s 
work seen at auction in Lon- 
don for a decade, is expected 
to raise £4-5m. 

The work has been in a pri- 
vate collection since it was pur- 


chased by the grandfather of 
the present owner in 1884. 

It was painted by Monet m 
the 1860s, a time when he 
could barely afford canvas or 
brushes. At the time, he 


worked on the beach at Trou- 
ville on the Normandy coast 
with his friend Eugene 
Boudin, who was making his 
fortune painting fashionable 
Parisians. 


Jussi PyOckaneo, director of 
Impressionist and Modem 
pictures at Christie’s, said: 
“The picture is a perfect rep- 
resentation of the Impres- 
sionist movement” 


Al Fayed backs down on libel 
action against ‘Vanity Fair’ 


SIEMENS 


Mohamed Al Fayed, the 
owner of Harrods, has 
dropped his multi-million 
pound libel action 
against Vanity Fair. 
Although neither side 
would discuss the matter 
yesterday, Louise Jury 
says witnesses have 
been told they are no 
longer required to give 
evidence. 

Michael Cole, Mr F&yed’s 
smooth and often voluble 
spokesman, was staying silent. 
“He’s got nothing to say on the 
matter ” his office said. The 
public relations department of 
Vanity Fair in New York also 
refused to comment “at this 
point”. 

Lawyers on both sides of the 


Atlantic were unavailable. But 
letters from Biddle, the maga- 
zine’s solid tore in London, told 
potential witnesses that the le- 
gal action which has been run- 
ning since 1995 was over. 

Faced with an appearance in 
court set to out-sleaze Jonathan 
Aitken and to rival Elton John 
and Jeffrey Archer in attention- 
grabbing headlines, Mr Fayed 
has backed down. 

The irony is that when jour- 
nalist Maureen Orth began her 
investigations, the starling point 
was tbe view in America that Mr 
Fayed had been victimised by 
the British establishment But 
when the article came out in 
September two years ago, tbe 
portrait painted was much less 
sympathetic. 

It detailed much of which has 
been widely reported about Mr 
f^yed - his battle for British dt- 
izensbip, the critical Department 


of Hade and lndnstiy report into 
his business affairs, and his feud 
with Tiny Rowland. But it also 
alleged racism and sexual ha- 
rassment and accused him of be- 
ing obsessed with personal 
hygiene and of 21-treating his 
employees. 

Mr Fhyed was furious and 
sued. But where others have 
conceded defeat in the face of 
determined litigation by the 
Harrods owner. Cond6 Nast, 
Vanity Fair’s publishers, set 
about garnering farther evi- 
dence. It is understood lawyers 
had taken interviews from 
dozens of people prepared or 
subpoenaed to give evidence of 
Mr Fayed’s behaviour. 

Private investigators were 
reported to have been engaged 
by both parties, and dark ru- 
mours circulated of the bagging 
and tracking of those who might 
have something to say. 


About 10 days ago. the first 
indications emerged that Mr 
Fayed might be on the verge of 
discontinuing the action. The in- 
dependent on Sunday reported 
that negotiations between the 
two sides were at an advanced 
stage and that Mr Fayed was 
prepared to settle. A source 
said: “There’s no shortage of 
witnesses. But I think they [Van- 
ity Fair] take the view it’s the 
practical thing to settle.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Fayed wiQ be 
left with the worry of wbat was 
in the “evidence” gathered by 
C 0 nd€ Nast. It is believed the 
magazine wQl refuse to hand 
over documents which would 
name those willing to testify. 

But some British newspapers 

are understood to have inter- 
viewed the same witnesses and 
have been waiting for the res- 
olution of tbe libel action before 
deciding whether to publish. 



Colleges chief quizzed by M Ps over 
release of mailing list to private firms 


The colleges chief 
accused of supplying a 
private pensions and 
Insurance company with 
his organisation’s mailing 

Hst was yesterday grilled 

by MPs. Our Education 

Correspondent, Lucy 

W lard, heard him protest 
his innocence- 

Roger TOird, chief executive of 
the Association of Colleges 
(AOC), denied before a Com- 
mons committee that heor any 

member of his pubbety funded 
organisation had given names 
andaddresses of principal 
clerks and chairs of governors 
to a commercial company- ^ 
MPs questioned Mr 

that while chief 



executive of the Colleges’ Em- 
ployer's Forum - AOCs parent 






Roger Ward: Tlaniboyanf 


organisation - he passed the or- 
ganisation’s database to the 
healthcare insurance company 
Burke Ford Reed in 1995. 

He is also said to have re- 
ceived payments of £650 a 
month from Burke Ford Reed. 
Mr Wirdbas denied the cash 
was in return for consultancy 

work, saying it was a rebate paid 


to him by the company after it 
took over a firm of financial ad- 
visers which owed him money. 

That allegation, and a fur- 
ther claim that he had used his 
position to promote a college 
lecturing agency, Education 
Lecturing Services (ELS), are 
being investigated by an inde- 
pendent firm of Newcastle- 
based solicitors on the 
instr uctions of the AOC board. 

However, while denying tbe 
main allegations, Mr Ward ac- 
knowledged under questioning 
from Don Foster, liberal De- 
mocrat education spokesman, 
that databases had been re- 
leased outside his organisation. 

The database was shared 
with “a number of people who 

share the interests of the further 

education sector”, though not 
with ELS, he told the education 
sub-committee, winch is exam- 
ining the governance and fund- 
ing of further education. "When 


we have been approached by 
reputable companies who have 
a product or service we think 
would improve the efficiency of 
colleges^, we try to make this 
available to all colleges.” 

Tbe AOC, whose £2m 
annual income comes almost 
entirely from college subscrip- 
tions, had now written to its 
members asking whether they 
were content for tbe arrange- 
ment to continue, be added. 

Mr 'Ward last week said he 
welcomed the inquiry and of- 
fered his “fullest co-operation". 

His support for the use of 
agency staff by colleges in place 
of part-time employees has 
made him many enemies 

among learners, who claim the 

change will lead to increasing 
casnalisation and poorer terms 
and conditions. Mr Ward's 
flamboyant, * ch ampagne- 
drinking imag e is also widely 
resented at the grassroots. 
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Slaughter of 
stags shocks 
anti-hunt 


campaigners 


Animal welfare groups 
and the National Trust 
are outraged by the 
kilting of more than half 
the stags on the 
Quant ock Hills. There is 
also anger at a 
photograph of their 
severed heads, says 
Nicholas Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent. 


The National Trust yesterday 
claimed the pro-hunting move- 
ment had scored a spectacular 
own goal with the shooting of 
most of the Quart lock stags af- 
ter the trust banned the pursuit 
of deer with horse and hounds 
on its land. 

“It’s an appalling thing, 
killing deer just to make a 
point." said the trust's chief 
spokesman Warren Davis. “1 
think this action is the death 
knell for deer hunting." 

The Quant ock Staghounds 
did not condone the killing but 
said h could understand what 
motivated the farmers, one of 
whom has told The Independent 
they will no longer tolerate the 
deer damaging their crops. 

The Countryside Alliance , 
the nationwide field sports lob- 
by group currently battling 
against Labour MP Michael 
Foster's anti-hunting Bill - 
which has its crucial second 
reading in the House of Com- 
mons on Friday, and it would 
outlaw both fox and stag hunt- 
ing with dogs - also had some 
sympathy for the farmers. 

“They are understandably 
angry, because hunting worked 
in terras of controlling the deer 
and it was supported by the lo- 


cals," spokeswoman Janet 
George said. “The National 
Trust marched in with hob- 
nailed boots, with no consulta- 
tion. and banned hunting on its 
land on the basis of one scien- 
tist's report." 

The full photograph of the 
severed stag heads, obtained by 
The Independent, shows 36. But 
it is thought that at least a rinaen 
more have been shot along with 
several dozen hinds. The car- 
casses have been sold for game. 

Arminel Scott, one of a 
group of Quautock residents 
campaigning against the stag 
hunt, who lives in Willi ton, said: 
“Killing these animals, then 
gathering all the heads togeth- 
er for a photograph, was a mon- 
strous, spiteful act The farmers 
have behaved like delinquent 
children smashing up toys." 

The Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals. part of a coalition of ani- 
mal welfare groups campaigning- 
for the anti-hunting Bill, at- 
tacked the slaughter as “un- 
necessary and vindictive”. 

Shooting vrild red deer in the 
West Country has been routine 
for decades, and kills consid- 
erably more than the region’s 
three slag hunts. The NT an im- 
portant landowner in the Quan- 
tocks and on Exmoor, takes part 
because the deer population has 
to be kept down. Landowners, 
the hunt and the trust have col- 
laborated to set Cull quotas. 

But what has happened in 
the past few weeks is an un- 
controlled upsurge of shooting 
by farmers, who can legally kill 
deer entering their fields. If it 
continues, it could soon wipe 
out the herd. There is no evi- 
dence that the same thing is 
happening on Exmoor, but 
there are fears that it might- 



to cut 
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Mystery in time: A computer-generated image of the face of a male skeleton found on remote moorland. Police believe the man - discovered 
by gamekeepers on Cotstercfale Moor near Mas ham, North Yorkshire - died about 25 years ago and want help to identify him Photograph: PA 


PM may soften blow of tobacco ban on sport 


Hints of a compromise 
over plans to ban 
tobacco sponsorship 
emerged yesterday after 
sports bodies put their 
case to tiie Prime 
Minister. Fran Abrams 
heard the arguments. 


Sports hit by the end of tobac- 
co sponsorship could be offered 
a three-pronged package of 
measures designed to soften the 
blow, it emerged last night. 

Details of a possible deal 
emerged after Tony Blair held 
a 45-minute meeting with rep- 
resentatives of spans including 
snooker, darts, golf, ice-hockey 
and angling. They bad com- 


plained that Formula One, 
whose chief executive Benue 
Ecclestone gave £lm to Labour, 
had preferential access to 
Downing Street. 

An increased phasing-in pe- 
riod for the ban, a taskforce 
headed by a minister to bring in 
alternative sponsorship and 
even possible concessions over 
the number of sporting events 
which must stay on terrestrial 
television, were suggested by the 
sports’ representatives. 

Last night they seemed op- 
timistic about their chances of 
agreeing a compromise, al- 
though ministers said the details 
would be thrashed out at a 
meeting of EU representatives 
next Thursday. 

Tony Banks, the sports min- 


ister, said it would take four or 
five years to bring in die ban. 
The sports would prefer seven 
years -a hme^span hinted at last 
weekend by Richard Branson, 
the Virgin chief, who is helping 
to find alternative sponsorship. 

Maurice Lindsay, chairman 
both of Rugby League and the 
Centra/ Council for Physical 
Recreation, said the sporting 
bodies had had a “fair hearing”. 

They felt satisfied that Mr 
Blair understood the problems 
they would face if tobacco spon- 
sorship was banned, he said. 

“The Prime Minister lis- 
tened very carefully to our ar- 
guments ... I'm very confident 
that we will get a just response 
from the Government.” he said. 

A new taskforce, headed by 


a minister and almost certain- 
ly including Mr Branson, will 
bring together government, 
sports and industry in an at- 
tempt to find alternative forms 
of sponsorship. 

A third possibility raised by 
sports yesterday is a softer po- 
sition on the number of sport- 
ing events which must stay on 
terrestrial television. 

The Government is pledged 
to extend the number of sports 
events that are safeguarded for 
terrestrial television and yes- 
terday announced a taskforce, 
beaded by Lord Strathblane, to 
look at the issue. Sporting bod- 
ies want assurances that events 
such as snooker, which will be 
hit by the ban, will not be fur- 
ther curtailed by being pre- 


vented from doing lucrative 
deals with satellite stations. 

Mr Banks, who attended 
the meeting, along with the 
health minis ter Tessa Jowell, 
said afterwards that the gov- 
ernment did not want to dam- 
age sport. 

Representatives of the 
health lobby who visited Down- 
ing Street yesterday also came 
away optimistic though, saying 
they had been convinced of the 
Mr Blair’s commitment to a ban 
on tobacco sponsorship. 

The director general of the 
Cancer Research Campaign, 
Professor Gordon McVie, said 
Mr Blair had listened careful- 
ly to their arguments but added 
that the Formula One exemp- 
tion was “most unfortunate”. 


Daytime army foot patrols are 
to be taken off the streets of 
West Belfast from today. RUC 
Chief Constable Ronnie Fla- 
■ pagan said the decision -to re- 
duce security was prudent. 

“This is a move we consid- 
er it prudent to make in the pre- 
sent circumstances,” he said. 

' Assessm ent cm the need to 
continue mobile patrols and the 
accompanying of police patrols 
by troops would be kept under 
constant review, he said. 

The move followed the with- 
drawal of 250 troops from 
Northern IrclandJast week - the 

first since the IRA renewed its 
ceasefire in July. Members of 
the 3rd Battalion the Para- 
chute R egim ent were switched 
from their base in North Belfast 
to the Maze prison before the 
bulk of them returned to base 
England. The rest were put on 
• guard duty at the top security 
jail. 

The move follows several 
months of complaints from re- 
publican and other sources that 
the security forces had not re- 
acted quickly enough to the 
IRA cessaton of violence. - 

Security has been reduced, 
but many observers believe the 
run down has taken place at a 
slower rate than that which 
followed the first IRA ceasefire 
in August 1994. 

Sinn Fein hascomplained 
that house searches, arrests 
and other security force activi- 
ty had been tunning at a high 
leveL 

The security forces re- 
sponded that the measures were 
being tailored to meet the lev- 
el of threat from both loyalist 
and republican sources. 

The three major paramflilaiy 
groups - the IRA, the Ulster 
Volunteer Force and Ulster 
Defence Association - have all 
declared ceasefires bu t smaller 
organisations on both sides of 
the divide have yet to do so. 
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Today’s children want facts for life as tomorrow’s adults 


Sex education has been hotly 
debated in schools for decades. 
Pupils say that teachers do not 
tell them enough. Some teach- 
ers fear parents will complain 
if they go into too much detail. 

A sex education pressure 
group will today call on the Gov- 
ernment to make sex education 
lessons compulsory as part of 
Personal and Social Education 
(PSE). The Sex Education Fo- 
rum, which is issuing a five-point 
charter, argues that sex educa- 
tion is about much more than 
the mechanics of reproduction, 
HTV and other sexually trans- 
mitted diseases. 

It wants PSE to become a 
statutory subject when the na- 
tional curriculum is revised in 
2000 to indude a much wider 
definition of sex education, for 
example, moral values and 
belief about sex. 

Gill Lenderyou, the forum's 
senior development officer. 


said: “We know that many 
teachers feel Hi-equipped to 
deliver PSE programmes, and 
that sex education can often be 
sacrificed to the pressure of an 
overcrowded curriculum. 

“We know that although 
very few parents withdraw their 
children from sex education, 
fear of parental disapproval 
and adverse media coverage can 
undermine the confidence of 
schools in developing and de- 
livering sex education policies.” 

Hie charter says that teach- 
ers should be taught the s kil l s 
and knowledge to support 
young people’s personal and so- 
cial development, and that there 
should be statutory guidance on 
teacher-pupil confidentiality. 

Research shows that most 
pupils and parents think young 
people should learn about sex 
at school as well as at home. 

— Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


Love and lust: the 
gossip and fears 
* from the playground 


Young journalists from the 
news agency Children’s 
Express discuss sex 
education. 


“Schools take the most basic of 
human desires and ignore it in 
the hope it will go away," 
explains 18-year-old Jay 
Burnett, summing .up his 
experience of sex education. 

“I received about three 
hours of sex education and 
none of it was useful.” 

Andrew Maher, 1 1, says that 
when children arrive in school, 
they already understand that 
“sex is when a man and a 
woman love each other and thqy 
want to have babies". Howev- 
er. as Ciara Fofan points out, 
teachers can wait until year six 
to raise the issue, and, even 
then, “they don’t tell you about 
humans, only about the life 
cycle of frogs” 

When human reproduction 
is taught, it is often too late for 
many girls who are already fac- 
ing the realities of puberty. 

“I haven’t had my periods 
yet, but some girls In my class 
have,” says Ana Mackay- 
Beasley, 10. “We talk about it 
so I know what 1 should do 
when I have a period." 

Girls were left to piece 
together information for them- 
selves. 

Kierra Box, 12, agrees that 
current approaches are failing 
pupils. “In biology, sex is real- 
ly dmicai. it’s just diagrams.” she 
says. “Tfcachers say we’ll talk 
about feelings, but they give up.” 

Stuart Fletcher, 15, believes 
sex education is treated as an 
unwelcome diversion. “You 
don't get to understand it fully 
because teachers cover it in 
three lessons and move on. We 
ask questions but the teachers 
say ‘go and ask your dad’." 

Senab Adekunle, 15, was 
doubtful that even the more 
confident teachers knew what 
young adults were really con- 
cerned about. 

“It’s basically, should I have 
sex? If I do have sex, how do I 
have it? How should I get ray 
contraception? If I don’t have 
sex, is he going to dump me? Is 
he still going to love me? That’s 
what we need to know,” she says. 


adding that teenage magazines 
are streets ahead in matters of 
education. ‘An article called 
Am I Ready for Sex?’ was seri- 
ous and it made me think about 
whether giving him my virginity 
was worth it, and what the 
consequences might be.” 

“We didn’t get beyond how 
to make a baby because pupils 
came from a mainly Muslim 
background. Teachers thought 
that if parents found out sex had 
been discussed, they might get 
into trouble,” says Dehvar Hus- 
sain, 18. “Sex is a big taboo in 
most Muslim homes.” 

For Lizzie, getting the facts 
straight is more important than 
avoiding the moral debate they 
raise: “I'm Catholic, but I be- 
lieve that contraception should 
be taught anyway. It’s like you 
can't have sex unless you’re 
going to have kids, which just 
isn’t the case these days.” 

“How are my straight par- 
ents supposed to teach me 
about homosexual relation- 
ships?” asks Jay Burnett, IS. 
“My teacher wasn't willing to 
discuss homosexuality. Instead, 
he encouraged everyone to talk 
to me.” 

Stuart, who attends a single 
sex school; highligh ts the diffi- 
culties faced by boys who, un- 
like girls, rarely feel able to talk 
to one another. “Pupils should 
have the option to go and talk 
to teachers outside school- If 
you want to discuss things like 
homosexuality it's better to do 
it in private rather than in front 
of your class,” he says. 

“Tfcachers need to concen- 
trate on the cultural and the psy- 
chological side of things, the 
commitments and the one night 
stands, and to be able to explore 
myths and destroy them,” con- 
cludes Jay. 

Julia Press, 37, argues that: 
“Sex education should be a 
greater part of the national 
curriculum. 

“This way, everything yon 
learn about - the biology part, 
the emotional part, the homo- 
sexual part - would start with 
the basics in primary school and 
by the rime you reach 15, you 
would know everything." 

• Children’s Express is a pro- 
gramme of learning through 
journalism for children aged 
eight to 18. 
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In black and white: A mother and her daughters reading magazines that some say are better than school on sex Photograph: Ian Torrance 
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Abuse probe 
slates Clwyd 
managers 


A damning indictment of 
the horrors faced by 
children and the failings 
of the childcare system 
in Clwyd over more than 
two decades was given 
to the North Wales 
abuse tribunal yesterday. 
Roger Dobson listened to 
the evidence. 

It was a system where all too of- 
ten children were brutalised, 
sexually damaged, poorly edu- 
cated and abandoned to their 
fate, the tribunal was told. 

Incidents of physical and 
sexual abuse went undetected 
and unreported, and the worst 
that staff who were accused of 
abuse could usually expect was 
relocation or resignation. 

“From the perspective of 
those adult complainants of 
abuse who were once children 
in care, it must seem that the 
management of Clwyd fiddled 
while Rome burned." Gerard 
Elias QG counsel for the tri- 
bunal, said in his opening speech 
for phase two of the inquiry 
which is now in its 11th month. 

He went on: “If wrongly 
placed or categorised by a label, 
the child became a margin- 
alised and scapegoated trou- 
blemaker. AH too often, it 
seems, the child entered the sys- 
tem bewildered and left it bru- 
talised, poorly educated - if 
not positively influenced for 
the worse, sexually damaged and 
abandoned to his or her fate." 

Mr Elias said there appeared 
to have been an environment of 
near paralysis at senior man- 
agement level. “They were re- 
active and defensive." 

He said this led to an out-of- 
sigbt, out-of-mind attitude: “The 
overwhelming impression that 
this created is that when, un- 
usually, an allegation did come 


to light, it would be quashed by 
the pervasive atmosphere that 
protected the system, not the 
child within it." 

He continued: "The tribunal 
has heard documented allega- 
tions of complaints arising out 
of incidents at anumber of sep- 
arate homes, covering a period 
from 1974 to 1993, which may 
demonstrate that a culture of 
avoidance and cover-np 
prevailed. 

“If the tribunal accept the 
preponderance of evidence re- 
lating to allegations of abuse in 
Clwyd, it may find it hard to be- 
lieve that no field social work- 
er or care worker came away 
from a home such as Bryn Es- 
tyn or Cartrefle without saying 
or thinking that something was 
not right about the place ... did 
no-one think. This place gives 
me the creeps?’." 

The tribunal heard that be- 
tween 1974 and last year there 
were 12 internal inquires into 
children in care in Clwyd and 
seven different management 
structures in the county’s social 
services children’s section. But 
only six of the internal inquiry 
reports were presented to the 
social services committee, and 
just two given in full detail. 

He said that one inquiry, the 
Cartrefle Report in 1992, “cat- 
alogues a damning indictment 
of the whole organisation, man- 
agement and standards of per- 
sonal social services for dnldren 
in care in Chvyd". 

But the full report was nev- 
er given to the committee on the 
basis that there had been con- 
cern by the council's insurers. 
A similar fate met the biggest 
inquiry of all iheJIUings Report 
It was completed last year, but 
has never been published. 

The tribunal chaired by Sir 
Ronald Waterhouse, began sit- 
ting in January and is not now 
expected to complete its 
evidence-taking until February. 



Winning smiles: Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown and his MPs welcoming Mark Oaten, the MP for Winchester, to Parliament yesterday. 
Mr Oaten defeated the Tory Gerry Malone in last week's re-run poll when he converted his May majority of two to 21,556 Photograph: Ru! Xavier 


Truants to get 
pager call 

Plans to use satellite technology 
in a bid to beat truancy were an- 
nounced by a switched-on com- 
prehensive school yesterday. 

Parents of youngsters who 
show signs of becoming persis- 
tent classroom dodgers will be 
issued with electronic pagers by 
We Ufield School at Wingate, 
near Easington. Co Durham. 

If children fail to answer the 
register or miss a class, teach- 
ers will flash a message to their 
mother or father requesting a 
call to the school. 

Dr Joyce Jordan, the Head 
teacher, said: “The pagers will 
be particularly useful ... where 
the parent is concerned that 
there is a gap between their 
supervision and ours." 

Tfen pagers will be used in the 
pilot scheme. 


BBC admits Bevan film error 


The controller of BBC2 admitted last night 
that it was wrong to schedule a biography 
of Nye Bevan at 1 1.15pm on a Sunday bat 
he denied that the corporation was “dumb- 
ing down", and instead attacked Chan- 
nel 4 for crossing into the mainstream. 

. Mark Thompson, controller of BBC2, 
told the Royal Television Society that Food 
For Ravens deserved an earlier slot and that 
it had been an error not to wait until one 
came available. But he denied the claim 
made by Mr Cox in The Independent 
newspaper on Sunday, that the schedul- 
ing of the programme was evidence of a 
“dumbing dowiTon the cbanneL 

“Look at what we ran that weekend," 
he said. “It wasn’t exactly low rent We had 
Correspondent, The Worts, I Caesar — a film 
commissioned from Werner Herzog, 
Douglas Hurd’s The Search for Peace, The 
Money Programme and at 10 o’clock, the • 
most sensible time for Food For Ravens , 
an even tougher piece of original drama." 


However, Mr Thompson did accuse 
Channel 4 of abandoning its commitment 

tn challenging progr ammes- “Cutting Fdgp 

has dow crossed an invisible boundary into 
the completely mainstream. Its running or- 
der of football wives, women drivers and 
The Sport {newspaper} wouldn’t look out 
of place on ITV or Channel 5" 

Mr Thompson also accused Channel 4 
of deliberately courting controversy in the. 
pressin tsder to attract publicity for its pro- 
grammes: “The ramped up, the storm in 
a tea cup, the phoney scandal is reward- 
ed with previews, femmes and comment 
while better, truer work is overlooked," he 
said. 

As evidence of BBCZs commitment to 
serious programming be announced that 
Charles Dicfcen's dark last novel Our Mu- 
tual Friend, would be aired on the chan- 
nel along with Richard Eyre’s National 
Theatre version of King Lear. 

- — Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


Baby walker 
danger alert 

European consumer groups 
said yesterday that baby walkers 
can kill children and called for 
them to withdrawn from sale. 
They had been unable to find 

a single model in Europe which 
was safe for babies to use. 

Jim Murray, director of 
BEUG the European federa- 
tion of consumers’ organisa- 
tions, called for better safety 
standards and said existing baby 
walkers - wheeled construc- 
tions that help toddlers to get 
about and learn how to walk - 
should be taken off the market. 

In Britain 2*800 accidents in- 
volving baby walkers were re- 
ported between 1984 and 1995. 
Nine out of 10 babies required 
medical treatment and one was 
killed when he went over the 
edge of a roof garden. 


Killer 

captain 

fights 

verdict 


The captain of the Maria 
Asumpta , the world’s oldest 

filing ship, which sank with the 

loss of three crew, begaq an ap- 
peal agains t his conviction and 
18-monch sentence yesterday. - 

Mark Litchfield was-cour 
victsd of manslaughter by ma- 
jority verdicts of 10-2 after the 
jury had deliberated for more 
than 14 hours in the trial in 
August this year. 

Outside the court, relatives 
of victims from the Maria 
Asumpta and Litchfield's pre- 
vious ship, the Marques, which 
sank with the loss of 19 lives, 
protested against the appeal 

Emily - McFarfane, John 
Shannon and Anne Taylor died 
when the Maria Asumpta hit 
rocks off Padstow. Cornwall, in 
1995. The jury found that in 
plotting a course too dose to the 
coast and in relying on engines 
which he knew to contain con- 
taminated fuel Litchfield had 
shown a profound disregard' 
for the lives of his crew. 

But Alim Jones, QG acting 
for Litchfield, yesterday told the 
court that the defendant “had 
no case to answer”. 

He said there was “no seri- 
ous and obvious risk of death in 
the course than was detected by 
any of the crew. Not one of the 
14 detected any risk to his life 
or the lives of the crew before 
the engines failed." 

He also said that there had 
been no expert evidence from 
the Crown that contaminated 
fuel had led to the engines fad- 
ing. The fact that the engines 
had shut down atihe same time 
could mean that there had been 
an electrical fault, linked to the 
“stop both engines" button. 


the jury had been “in a muddle" 
when they had delivered the 
majority verdict 

The appeal continues 
today. 

— Jojo Moyes 


1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years' -What Mortgage Magazine. 



What kind of mortgage 
did Watchdog recommend? 
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Recently, the BBC’s Watchdog programme disclosed some worrying news for many home owners. 

One of the programme’s main findings was that many borrowers pay more than they need to because their lenders 
charge interest for the whole year on the amount owed at the start of die year, rather than on the balance as it reduces 
with each payment. 

You’ll be pleased to hear then that unlike the majority of lenders. Direct Line calculates interest daily not a nn ua ll y. 
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mortgage over 25 years. (As shown in the cable.) But dial’s not all 
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• We offer a dee valuation^. • There’s no early redemption, arrangement or mortgage 
indemnity fees. • You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. • We’ll even 
guarantee a 20% saving on your existing buildings insuranceftt, • To 6nd out more, 
ring the appropriate number below. As Watchdog revealed, our kind of mortgage cakes 
a big bite out of the interest. 
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‘I saw her raise her hand ... she was stabbing Stompie’ 


Yesterday Winnie 
Mandela was for the first 
time confronted by a 
witness who claimed to 
have actually seen her 
kill the young activist 
known as Stompie. The 
accusations were flying 
on the second day of the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission hearing. 


On a day in which Winnie 
MadQdzela-Mandela was ac- 
cused of murdering young ac- 
tivists and throwing their bodies 
down a disused mine shaft, it 
was still quite a moment. 

In the middle of his testi- 
mony, Katiza Cebekhulu, a 
former member of the notori- 
ous Mandela United Football 
Club, suddenly stopped an- 
swering his lawyer. A murmur 
spread through the packed hail 
as he stared at the table diago- 
nally opposite. “I saw her kill 
Stompie," he said pointing his 
finger at Mrs Mandela. 

For two days, accusations of 
murder and violent assault have 
flowed at a special week-long 
hearing of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission, the 
body set up to expose the 
atrocities of the apartheid years, 
into the activities of Mandela 
United Football Club, the pri- 
vate bodyguard set up by Mrs 
Mandela in late 1980s, and 
who terrorised Soweto. 

Already there have been al- 
leged eye wit- 


ness accounts 
of the Darling 
of the Struggle 
punching young 
activists who 
were accused of 

being spies, and 

of beating love 
rivals. 

But Mr Cebekhulu, a crucial 
witness - accused with Mrs 
Mandda in the 1991 trial for the 
kidnap and murder of 14-year- 
old Stompie Sepei Moeketsi - 
is the first to claim he actually 
saw Winnie IdlL 

He says he was spirited out 
of the country by ANC officials 
on the eve of the trial which 
found Winnie guilty of kidnap- 
ping Stompie, but not murder. 

Yesterday be claimed he 
saw Mrs Mandela stabbing 
someone in the garden of her 
Soweto home beside the 
Jacuzzi, at around midnight to- 
wards the end of December 
19SS. “I saw her raise her hand 
twice," he said, adding that she 
was holding something. “It was 
something that wasshiny ... and 
she was stabbing." 

As Mrs Mandela looked on, 
stoneyfaced, he bought his arm 
down twice on the table to 
demonstrate the motion. 

Mr Cebekhulu had been al- 
lowed to testify earlier than orig- 
inally scheduled because he 
and his self-styled champion 
Baroness Nicholson were re- 
turning to Britain yesterday. 

He claimed be chanced 
upon the murder after relum- 
ing from the bathroom and 
that he scuttled back to bed ter- 
rified by what he had seen. T be 
next day he claimed there were 
pools of blood by the jacuzzL 
Stompie was missing. 

Mr Cebekhulu claimed that 
three young men held captive 
with Stompie at Mrs Mandela's 
house had said that Gerry 
Richardson, Mandela United 
team captain and a devotee of 
Mrs Mandela, came and took 
Stompie during the night. Stom- 
pie was never seen alive again. 

Richardsoo is serving life for 


BY MARY 
BRAID 


Stompie's murder after admit- 
ting he slit the boy’s throat. He 
is expected to give evidence to 
the TRC later this week, claim- 
ing he was instructed to kill 
Stompie by Mrs Mandela. 

Mr Cebekhulu, accompa- 
nied by Baroness Nicholson, 
said Mrs Mandela personally or- 
dered the assault on Stompie a 
few days before his murder af- 
ter he was accused of being a 
police spy and of sleeping with 
local clergyman, Paul Venyn, 
now a Methodist bishop. 

Mr Cebekhulu, the focus 
for Katiza's Journey: The Miss- 
ing Witness, recently published 
by Fred Bridgland, said Mrs 
Mandela told him to claim he 
had been sodomised by Mr 
Venya. He now says his accu- 
sations were lies, and that were 
used by Mrs Mandela to justi- 
fy the kidnapping of Stompie. 

Earlier, Mr Cebekhulu also 
claimed be saw Mrs Mandela, 
Richardson and other team 
members kicking and beating 
Lolo Sono, a Soweto teenager, 
with a sjambok whip in the 
garage of her home. 

“She had a heavy whip in her 
right hand, which she was hit- 
ting him with again and a gain; 
he said. “ I had no doubt he was 
dying". He corroborated the ev- 
idence of Lolo s father, Nicode- 
mus, that Mrs Mandela turned 
up at his house with Sono bat- 
tered and bruised and that she 
had said Lolo was a spy who 
would be dealt with by the 
movement. The youth was nev- 
er seen again. 

Mr Cebekhulu's evidence 

literally wiped 

the smile off 
Mrs Mandela’s 
face. He was 
preceded by 
Xoliswa Faiati, 
45, a former 
friend of Mrs 
Mandela's, who 
now claims the 


alibi she gave Mrs Mandela in 
connection with Stompie's 
death was false. 

Ms Faiati was emotional. 
She spat out the name of Mrs 
Mandela, saying she and her 
daughter had gone to jail to pro- 
tect Mrs Mandela. “You don’t 
know her," she repeated. “She 
thinks she is a demi god." 

One would have sworn Mrs 
Mandela, who giggled through- 
. out Ms Falatfs testimony, was 
trying to wind her up. “She is 
pointing at me that I am crazy, 
Ms Faiati complained to Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, TRC 
chairman. 

Ms Faiati claimed to have 
witnessed Winnie beating Stom- 
pie. In hearings which at times 
seemed surreal, she daimed she 
could point out a mine shaft 
where Winnie had dumped her 
victims. She was still begging the 
TRC to search the mine as she 
left the stand. Mrs Mandela's 
lawyers suggested Mrs Faiati 
was unbalanced. 

Strange it may seem, but it 
was Mrs Mandela who de- 
manded this public airing of the 
allegations against her. The 
credibility of some witnesses 
yesterday s ugge sted' it was a 
gamble which might pay off. 

In three weeks at the ANC 
annual congress, she will con- 
test the deputy leadership of the 
party, putting her within strik- 
ing distance of president of 
South Africa.The ANC leader- 
ship is against her standing. But 
many blacks — and some whites 
linking the bearings to former 
state president P W Botha’s re- 
fusal to appear before the Com- 
mission. Why, they say, should 
Winnie answer if Mr Botba, the 
custodian of the system which 
persecuted her, does not? 
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Katiza Cebekhulu 
testifying during a special 
public hearing of South 
Africa* Troth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
in Johannesburg yesterday. 
He gave a searing account 
of seeing President Nelson 
Mandela* former wife 
stabbing a young boy to 
death 

Photograph: Reuters 
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Menacing threats 
for MPs as Labour 
seeks party unity 


Labour MPs are facing menacing 
threats, deception, and 
inducement as part of the party’s 
determined effort to maintain a 
facade of disciplined unity. 

Anthony Bevins, Political Editor, 
reports on the remorseless 
crackdown against dissidents. 


Some of Labour’s new MPs are known as 
the “Stepford Wives*’, because they remind 
older colleagues of the tame housewives in 
the vintage American film who received reg- 
ular doses of brainwashing to keep them 
mindlessly docile. 

But the whips’ machine is now begin- 
ning to exert a more smisterand totalitarian 
pressure on MPs who attempt to voice an 
individual opinion, challenging the Gov- 
ernment line. In the curious jargon of the 
spin doctors, it is known as “going off mes- 
sage”. 

One of the first signs of “New Labour, 
New Discipline" emerged in the Commons 
on 6 November, when two strong-minded 
backbenchers, Alice Mahon and Alan 
Meale, quietly withdrew their names from 
a Commons motion criticising the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to cut lone parent child 
benefit. 

Alice Mahon is parliamentary private 
secretary (PPS) to Chris Smith, Secretary 
of State for Culture, Media and Sport; Mr 
Meale is John Prescott's PPS. 

After they signed the motion, all PPSs 
are said to have received a letter telling 
them that they are forthwith barred from 
signing motions. The menacing threat is that 
they either toe the line, or lose their un- 
paid posts as ministerial aides. 

Under previous governments, PPSs 
could not criticise the particular depart- 
ments Lo which they were assigned, or vote 
against the Government, but they were al- 
lowed views on other departmental issues 
and policy - even critical views. That is now 
banned. 

Deception was used this week in an at- 
tempt to muzzle Robert Marshall-An- 
drews OC the Labour MP for Medway wbo 
has put down a backbench motion criticising 


the management of the con trover s i al Mil- 
lennium Dome project 

In an apparent attempt to defuse his crit- 
icism, the MP was invited by Peter Man- 
delson. Minister for the Dome, to attend 
a Commons meeting with Jenny Page, rhfaf 
executive of NMEC, the project’s man- 
agement company. 

Given his known criticism of the lack of 
accountability of the company, with MPs 
being refused access to accounts and con- 
tracts, Mr MaishaD-Andrews was told he 
could ask questions at the meeting. The 
MP’s Commons questions to Mr Mandel- 
son have not been very fruitful and be 
hoped for some answers from Ms Page. 

In s t ead , he was told by Margaret HodgC. 

the MP chairing the meeting, that it had 
been arranged by the London group of 
Labour MPs, and because he was not a Lon- 
don MR he was told that he could not only 
not ask questions - but he was ordered to 
leave the room. 

The whips’ use of inducement and in- 
ducement is more traditional, but has be- 
come endemic David Rendel, liberal 
Democrat spokesman on social security, 
yesterday noted that eight Labour MPs had 
so far withdrawn their names from the lone 
parents benefit motion. 

Mr Rendel said: “It now seems that per- 
sonal U-turn sessions with Mr Blair have 
been added to the list of ways New Labour 
intends to stop them expressing their own 
views.” 

Jim Fitzpatrick. MP for Poplar and Can- 
ning Town, and Phil Sawford, of Kettering, 
who are among the eight, told The Inde- 
pendent that they had been urged to make 
their protest in private, rather than by show- 
ing public disunity and disloyalty*, the 
blackmail stroke. 

Other blackmail includes implied 
threats that MPs migh t not get future 
preferment for places on cherished select 
committees - in the gift of the whips. 

A measure of the current climate of fear 
has been provided by a recent recruitment 
letter from Ian Davidson, secretary of the 
Tribune Group of Labour MPs, who says, 
only half in jest: “I have checked with die 
Chief Whip’s office and membership will 
not blight your career. . 

“After all, we are not the [more Left- 
wing] Campaign Group!” 


Smith seeks end to wrangling over Stonehenge facelift 


The Government wants to forge ahead with 
a facelift for Stonehenge — the huge Dnrid 
monument on Salisbury Plain - the Cul- 
ture Secretary Chris Smith disclosed yes- 
terday. ’ ’ • ;• 

Red tape and rows over the location of 
a visitor centre have dogged past efforts to 
re-vamp the 5,000-year-old sacred ate. The 
public has been bailed from touching the 
stones for more than 20 years, and there 
was a series of violent dashes in the late 
1988s with travellers who wanted to cele- 


brate the summer solstice at the site. 

The growing volume of heavy Idrries on 
the nearly A3 03 road was thought to be 
mnlring the ancient monument unstable. 

Mr Smith wants rocut through the wran- 
gling and press ahead with a solution to the 

Stonehenge problems in time for the Mii- 
. laanh utt. . 

“I hope we can see Stonehenge restored 
to a landscape without the 20th-century dui- 
ter that surrounds it at the moment,” he 
told English Heritage yesterday at a meet- 



Mr Smith has sorted out security ob- 
jections with the Ministry of Defence over 
nearby T«rkhffl military base. Last Mon- 
day be and'Sir Jocelyn Stevens, the chair- 
man of Foolish Heritage, took a new plan 



more 


attractive to visitors. 

One idea is to built a new visitors’ cen- 
tre with a cafe and lavatories in a slight hol- 
low, where it would not obstruct the view 


of the stones or be seen from the motm, 

m T Department of Cbltore spokesman 
told said: “Things are looking more hope-, 
fidnow.butrtothmgwfll&e an P9^. OT 

l0C 2^S^retary of State wants iotao- 
ker a solution to the Stonehenge problem. 
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Judge rules release of television film 
showing would-be suicide was lawful 


In a landmark judgment 
yesterday the High 
Court ruled that a 
council was within its 
right to release to the 
media a CCTV film of a 
would-be suicide. But the 
judge emphasised that 
important civil liberties 
and privacy issues had 
been raised by the case. 
Kim Sengupta reports. 

Geoffrey Peck says his life has 
been shattered since a film of 
him carrying a knife, about to 
slash his wrists, became an item 
of public consumption for mil- 
lions of television viewers. 

The footage from closed-cir- 
cuit television was provided by 
Brentwood council in Essex Ji 
was shown on Anglia TV and 
BBCl's Crime Beat which has 
viewing figures of more than 9 


million. Mr Peck's features 
were not properly marked and 
he was identified by friends, ac- 
quaitainces and neighbours. 

The film, shot in August 
1995, showed Mr Peck, 42, 
from Brentwood, Essex, walk- 
ing along a street carrying a 
knife. At the time, the court was 
told, he was severely depressed. 
He has lost his job, and his part; 
ner Kerian, the mother of his 
young daughter, bad been di- 
agnosed as terminally fli. The 
film was shown on Anglia TV 
in October 1995 and on BBC in 
March 1996. 

Both the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission and the 
Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission agreed, that through hu- 
man error, the privacy of Mr 
Peck had been infringed. 

But yesterday, sitting at the 
High Court, Mr Justice Harri- 
son dismissed an application by 
Mr Peck for judical review by 
way of a declaration that the 


council had acted unlawfully in 
distributing the film. His action 
had been backed by the rivfl 
rights watchdog. Liberty. 

Immediately after the hear- 
ing Mr Peck and Philip Leach, 
a solicitor for Liberty, stated 
their intention to apply for 
leave to appeal, and if necessary 
take the case to the European 
Court of Human Rights. 

Mr Justice Harrison said he 
had “some sympathy” for Mr 
Peck who had suffered an in- 
vasion of privacy which bad 
caused distress and h umilia tion. 
The judge said it was a case with 
important implications for civ- 
il liberties and called for “ef- 
fective guidance” to be given to 
prevent any future simil ar “un- 
desirable" invasion of privacy. 

He added: “Unless and un- 
til there is a general right of pri- 
vacy recognised by English Jaw 
- and the implications are there 
may soon be so by the incor- 
poration of the European Con- 


vention on Human Rights into 
law- reliance must be placed on 
effective guidance being issued 
by codes of practice in order to 
fry and stop such undesirable in- 
vasions of a person's privacy." 

Mr Justice Harrison said 
that although the council did 
have power to distribute the. 
CCTV film to show the public 
how successful the system was 
for crime prevention, he felt that 
with the “benefit of hindsight” 
the council might want to tight- 
en their guidelines. 

After the bearing Mr Peck 
said he was disappointed but not 
surprised. 

“It was a terrible thing to 
happen and all I wanted to do 
was to make sure that other 
people do not softer the same 
kind of thing. My life has been 
shattered by what has hap- 
pened. But we are not going to 
give up, we shall continue the 
fi ght through legal channels," he 
said. ' 


Whitehall steps into cyberspace 


The Government will 
next month launch the 
first stage of a giant 
classified information 
network linking half a 
million civil servants 
across the country. Ian 
BurreB reports on steps 
being taken to ensure 
that the system does not 
allow state secrets to fall 
into the wrong hands. 


In the London offices of one of 
the Government's least-known 
agencies, the Central Informa- 
tion Technology Unit, research 
is under way which will revolu- 
tionise the workings of British 

government. 

With the help of computer 
giant Microsoft, a system is be- 
ing devised to enable the coun- 
try’s 497,000 civil servants to 


communicate with each other 
electronically. 

Known as the “Government 
Intranet" it will be Britain’s 
biggest internal computer sys- 
tem. Civil servants will be en- 
couraged to use it to correspond 
with members of the public by 
e-maiL 

David Clark, the Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, who 
as the head of the Cabinet Of- 
fice is overseeing the project, told 
The Independent: “Our ul tima te 
aims to give seamless service to 
the citizen. We can only do that 
by departments working to- 
gether .. . using the latest in in- 
formation technology ” 

But he admitted that stren- 
uous efforts are having to be 
taken to ensure that classified 
information is not intercepted 
by unauthorised parties. “We 
have done two years of exten- 
sive testing and are convinced 
the system is secure," he said. 


Officials are working to en- 
sure that even highly classified 
material can be transmitted 
electronically in an encrypted 
form. This will inevitably lead 

to the end of the ministerial red 
box, now regarded as too heavy 
to cany around and susceptible 
to breaches of security. Minis- 
ters have already been forbid- 
den from taking them onto 
pu blic tr ansport. 

CTTU is developing a pro- 
totype “electronic red box” 
made up of a laptop computer, 
linked to an encrypting device! 
The electronic boxes are likely 
to be issued to ministers in the 
new year, and the intranet 

should link all state buOdings by 

the end of next year. 

But the government is also 
aware lhal the system could lead 
to fears that ii could become the 
antennae for an all-kno wing 
Brother-style government. Of- 
ficials have held meeting with 


Elizabeth France, the Dais 
lection Registrar, to assur 
that no privacy safeguard 
be breached. 

Next month, ' Go 
Brown, the Chancellor, 
launch the first stage of tin 
network with a scheme \ 
will enable the public to 
official forms to differenl 
eminent departments 
ironically and simultanec 
People registering . t 
selves as self-employed & 
first time wifi be able to t 
mit a single form - either 
their personal comp 
through a digital televisic 
or British. Tfelecom touchj 
Previously applicants hr 
fill out five se parate font 
The CTTU is also wo 
with NatWest and Bar 
banks to ensure that elect 
documents can be given ‘ 
tai signatures” using cashf 
style cards' and PIN nurat 
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Everest climbers 
urged to join 
Tibet boycott 


Climbers and trekkers to the 
Everest region have been urged 
to pay more heed to the 
communities whose backyard 
has become a mountaineers* 
playground. 

Should Chinese-occupied Tibet 
be boycotted altogether? Stephen 
Goodwin reports on an ethical 
debate. 


Everest, according to the writer Ed Dou- 
glas, is a mirror in which climbers see them- 
selves and society sees the preoccupy ing 
issues of the day. 

In colonial times, the 8,848m peak, the 
world’s highest mountain, was a place to 
plant the national flag; as the West’s 
green conscience grew, Everest was pa- 
raded as “the highest garbage dump in the 
world' 1 ; and as we became dis gust ed at our 
own commercialism 

Everest was the backdrop for sneering 
accounts of $64, 0004-head (£40,000) trips 
to the top, complete with high-tech phone 
Jinks to your stockbroker. 

The missing element in these stories is 
that whatever the motive or method, the 
Everest adventure elbows its way through 
other cultures while relying heavily on their 
labour and hospitality. 

More than 150 people have died on the 
mountain since its first ascent in 1953, 
almost a third of them Sherpas who live 
in the Khumbu region on the Nepal side 
of Everest 

Mr Douglas believes sensational re- 
porting of the tragic events of last May, 
when five people from two commercial ex- 
peditions - inducting the leaders - perished 
in a storm has “diverted people's attention 
from the real issues”. 

Everest straddles a national boundary, 
with Nepal to the south and Chinese-oc- 
cupied Tibet on the north. Tbe “issues” are 
different on either side. 

In Nepal, it is a complex matter of more 
respect for local cultures and pressure on 
the authorities to ensure more of the mil- 
lions poured in by tourists and aid agen- 
cies reaches desperately poor areas away 
from the main trekking trails. 


The issue in Tibet is brutally simple. 
Qimbers and other visitors are helping to 
finance an occupying regime accused of 
genocide. 

“It is arguable that climbing expedi- 
tions to Everest are actually the chief 
source of income for the Chinese in 
Tibet,” Mr Douglas said in a lively debate 
on Everest ethics at the 1 1th International 
Festival of Mountaineering Literature at 
University College Bretton Hall, near 
Wakefield. “You have to wonder about 
the morality of that." 

A boycott is favoured by some 
climbers. However, while it was no great 
loss for liberal-inclined climbers to boy- 
cott South African apples during the anti- 
apartheid campaign, cutting off the 
option of the challenging routes up Ever- 
est's Tibetan side - plus hundreds of oth- 
er unclimbed peaks - would require 
genuine sacrifice. 

Everest's north side has been described 
as a “drive-in movie". Expeditions arrive 
by truck at a base camp parking lot below 
the Rongbuk glacier, with the great bulk 
of the mountain beyond. 

When Mr Douglas visited in 1995 there 
were 11 expeditions camped there, con- 
tributing “hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars'* to the regime. 

Though the peak fee on the Tibetan side 
is less than the $70,000 per group charged 
by Nepal, the authorities take a bigger cut 
from the transport and other services -even 
from the yak herders who ferry supplies up 
the glacier. 

When Mr Douglas prodded those in the 
expensively tented base camp village, most 
“shrugged their shoulders at the injustices . 
and got on with the business of climbing 
the mountain”. 

So far, a mass conversion by climbers 
and trekkers to Free Tibet activism seems 
unlikely. 

However, with the cause now taken up 
by Hollywood -with Brad Pitt’s new film 
Seven T&ars in Tibet just released - this may 
be an opportune moment to pride the con- 
sciences ofthose whose obsession with “Big 
E” is also bolstering oppression. 

■ Chomolungma Sings the Blues, Travels 
Round Everest, by Ed Douglas; Consta- 
ble: £18.95. Chomolungma is the Sher- 
pa name for Everest and means Goddess 
Mother of the World. 



Culture dash: A Tibetan boy gets his first taste of Pink Floyd, courtesy of climbers. There is controversy about 
the impact of expeditions on the Everest area Photograph: Doug Scon/Chris Bonlngcon Picture Library 


Park life 
intrigue puts 
Archers’ 
to flight 

Stand aside Ambridge - your 

everyday story of rural intrigue 

beloved by Radio 4 listeners is 
about to be upstaged in real life. 

The soap opera faces 
competition tomorrow when the 24- 
strong board of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park will meet to consider 
“no confidence” motions in both its 
chief executive, Martin Fitton, and 
the chairman, Gwyn Gwfllim, a 
local councillor. 

The cfosh ts the culmination of a 
l ong- r unning dispute. Ostensibly, 
it’s over accusations that Mr Fitton, 
a no-nonsense Yorkshireman, took 
it on hrmself to publish members’ 
expenses without permission. Bui, 
like all good soaps, there’s more to 
it than that. 

For when Mr Gwfllim protested, 
he claims he was ordered out of the 
chief executive’s office. “Mr Fitton 
said ’Get that man out of here’. I 
was flabbergasted,’' Mr Gwfllim 
said yesterday. 

An appeal to call in independent 
legal advisers to give the park - a 
quango employing 100 with a 
budget of a year - the once- 
over, was rejected by Mr Fitton. 

Q aiming that until recently 
relations had been harmonious, Mr 
Fitton said: “Tm saddened because 
this sort of tiling hinders our work. I 
do not see the point calling in 
outside help - what terms of 
reference could be offered?” 

Criticism has surfaced at 
meetings staged by the park to 
gauge public opinion over its future 
plans. Earlier this month, the 
authority had to shell oat £37,500 in 
costs to an Abergavenny haulage 
company following a public inquiry 
into the park’s opposition to 
expansion plans. 

And a question mark hangs over 
the future of a mobile slaughter- 
house- a mini-abattoir on wheels 
costing more than £100,000 - that 
has scarcely been used since it 
arrived last year. 
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The Royal Opera 


The Royal Opera - 2 for I 
ticket offer - Save up to £75 


The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
are giving you the op- 
portunity to experience 
the opera. In associa- 
tion with The Royal 
Opera we are offering 
you 2 tickets for the 
price of I to the Au- 
tumn and Winter 
1997/98 season. You can 
choose to see any of 
three productions - The 
Merry Widow, The Bar- 
ber of Seville and- Paul 
Bunyan all showing at 
the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. 

How to Qualify 

For each 2 for 1 ticket appli- 
cation simply collect 3 tokens 
from the Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday (tokens 
will be printed every day until 
Kiday 28 November) and tele- 
phone The Royal Opera 
House box office on either 
0171 304 4000 ar0171 379 5399 
(fines are open between Item 
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The interior - The Shaftesbury Theatre 


and 7pm juacuiuj-tus jv— ~ — 
an Independent reader. If pay- 
ing by credit card you wfll be 

asked to hand in your tokens 
when you collect your tickets. 

If paying by cheque please en- 

dose your three tokens(you 
wffl be advised of the address 
when booking). You may ap- 

THE INDEPENDENT] 


ply twice for the offer, collect- 
ing 3 tokens per application. 

Paul Bunyan 

Offer available 10 II 13 15 17 
December 

Ticket Prices: £43-50, £39, 
£36, £32, £18.50 
Paul Bunyan is an American 
folk hero of gigantic height 

• who became the grealea lum- 
berjack mhistoiy, or so k?gend 

says. His work sites, and his 
fights, created geographical 
wonders like the .Grand 
Canyon and the Rockies. 

Bunyan’s adventures are 
an allegory of the develop- 
ment of virgin North Ameri- 
ca in the pioneer days. 

The Barber 
of Seville 

Offer available on 7 10 12 14 
February 

Tkket prices: £75, £66, 
£62, £57, £33. . 

The Barber of Seville is the 
.first modem comic opera. 


Rossini was the star compos- 
er of an era when opera 
moved out of aristocratic cir- 
cles into boulevard theatres. 
. He believed his audiences 
would laugh at what they 
could recognise. 

In this opera, Rossini has 
all the classic classic charac- 
ters from oommedia defl’aite; 
who have been around from 
Shakespeare to televisaon sit- 
com. Rossini's music defines 
all of them without ca ri cature 
and makes them available to 
any age. 

The Merry 
Widow 

Offer available 3f December 

12356789 10 January 
Ticket prices £65, £58, 
£56, £51, £30. 

T ike The Barber of Seville, 
The Merry Widow is a first. 
Most operettas are about sex 
and money, but few as 
provocatively as Leharis. The 
story takes place in embassy 
circles in turn of the century 

Paris. It discusses the afiairs of 


a romantic little princedom fit 
to rival Rudolf Rassendyl’s 
Ruritania in The Prisoner of 
Zenda (book and operetta 
are near contemporaries). Its 
music is awash with gorgeous 
tunes - and wonderful dances 
- evoking middle-European 
folklore, written with the skill 
of a Richard Strauss or Puccini 
(more contemporaries). The 
very word ’operetta* means es- 
capism - usually. 

But what’s best about the 
Widow is its realism. Its hero- 
ine has been married before 
for all the worst reasons - on 
the rebound from an unhap- 
py affair, and for money. Its 
hero met the heroine before 
and rejected her for all the 
worst reasons - family pres- 
sure, and money - and then 
went off on a seriously 
naughty bender in Paris. He 
loves her, but can’t bring him- 
self to Say it Meanwhile, 
everyone else in sight is bend- 
ing over backwards to be im- 
faithfuL It’s realistic, if s funny 
arid it’s sad. This perfect the- 
atrical combination gave 
Lebar a monster hit in Vien- 
na, Paris, London and New 
York. 

Terms and Conditions 

lb qualify for tbe offer applicant* 
matt collect three differentiy num- 
bered triform. Tbfccns are pn b tis hfi d 
every day between November 72 
and November 28. Only the tokens 
primed in Tbe Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday are valid. 
Photocopies or any otter reproduc- 
tkmswill not be accepted. The of- 
fer is for 2 tickets for tbe price of 1 
far each application. Each set of 
three tokens coOeaed allows yon to 
lake advantage of tbe 2 for 1 offer. 
The free ticket may only have a val- 
ne equal to or less than the pur- 
chased ticket. This offer is only 
valid for the three productions men- 
tioned above. The Royal Opera 
Homa* WBfflriar ri fmiw .-inri mntfi- 
lions of porchase apply to this offer. 
Hie offer is subject to availability. 
No cash aJianiidvesTrin be accept- 
ed. The promoters are The lode- 
pendent and The Royal Opera 
Hook. 


Sounds too good to be true? 
Well, our 11th Index-linked Issue 
Savings Certificates allow you to 
do exactly that. 

That’s because the value of 
your investment keeps pace with 
inflation and, in addition, you’ll 
earn a guaranteed 2.75% pa over 
five years - all completely tax-free. 

So your savings will not only 
keep their purchasing poweF, but 
they’ll also earn extra interest. 

You won’t pay a penny in tax 
and you won’t even need to 


declare your Certificates on your 
tax return. 

All of which makes index- 
linked Savings Certificates a 
particularly attractive investment. 
Especially since - like all our 
products - they are 100% secure, 
thanks to the backing of 
HM Treasury. 

Apply today. You can invest 
from £100 to £10,000. Just send 
your cheque with the coupon 
below or buy your Certificates at 
your local post office. 
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FOB NATIONAL. 8AMM0S USE ONLY 


If you prefer, use a first class stamp for rapid delivery, 
l I apply to buy 11th Index-linked issue Savings Certificates to the value of 


AMOUNT OP CHEQUE 


2 Do you already hold National Savings Cer ti ficates? 
If you do, please quote your Holder's Number . [ 
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.Date of Birth 


Permanent Address. 


| 4 I understand the purchase wfll be subject 
| to the terms of the current Prospectus- 
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Cook urges reform 
on EU front-runners 


Robin Cook will, on his 
three- country tour that 
starts m Budapest today, 
urge Hungarian, Czech 
and Polish leaders to 
speed difficult reforms. 
Katherine Butler says the 
visits form a key part of 
preparations for the 
most important 
expansion in the history 
of the European Union. 


Five former Iron Curtain coun- 
tries have been identified by the 
European Commission as suit- 
able first-wave candidates for 
membership. With enlargement 
negotiations expected to start 
under Britain’s EU presidency, 
the Foreign Secretary's mission 
will be to explain to leaders in 
Budapest Prague and Warsaw 
how they can measure up for 
membership of the world's most 
powerful economic dub. 

A summit of EU heads of 
government in Luxembourg 
next month will select the coun- 
tries with which they will begin 
enlargement negotiations. The 
consensus is that the first wave 
will comprise Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, Poland, Slove- 
nia, Estonia and Cyprus. Five 


others- Latvia, Lithuania, Slo- 
vakia, Bulgaria and Romania - 
are considered too backward to 
join at this stage. 

Mr Cook's choice of coun- 
tries to visit this week is, there- 
fore, no accident: Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Poland 
are the economic and political 
frontrunners in the race for EU 
membership. But they still face 
big obstacles if the goal of con- 
cluding negotiations by 2000 is 
to be met. 

Mr Cook will remind the 
candidates that negotiations to 
admit Finland, Sweden and 
Austria, three of the most pros- 
perous economies in Western 
Europe, Look three years. By 
contrast, gross domestic prod- 
uct per capita in the five front- 
runners in the East is around 40 
per cent of the EU average. 

In Poland and Hungary, a 
quarter of the work force is still 
employed on the land and much 
agriculture is still at the horse 
and cart stage; assimilation into 
the EU's common farm policy 
could take years. Moreover, 
the 15 EU states are themselves 
deeply divided over the internal 
reforms they must tackle before 
new members can take their 
places around the table. Rifts 
have opened up on contribu- 
tions to the budget and on re- 


forms to the system of grant aid 
for poor-EU regions. 

In talks with the prime min-' 
isters, foreign ministers and 
other political figures, Mr Cook 
will explain the “selective” 
negotiating strategy Britain 
favours. The risk of the strate- 
gy is that it will deepen, the di- 
vide between the first wave abd 
those who face exclusion, which 
could dishearten reformists pre- 
cisely in the countries where ; 
most needs to be done. 

Lurking in the background 
will be Turkey, which has been 
seeking EU membership since 
1963 and which, in spite of the 
deep hostility of Greece and 
Germany, Britain is anxious to 
include in the “European fam- 
ily”. Most governments are now . 
resigned to British plans to in- 
vite Turkey into a “European 
Conference 7 ', which will as- 
semble all the membership ap- 
plicants for regular talks with 
the 15 EU stateson common ar- 
eas of concern such as drugs, 
crime and trade. 

Mr Cbok will also be hoping 
to use this week’s tour to drum 
up commitments to the priori- 
ties Britain wants to advance 
during its EU presidency. They 
indude co-operation in t adding 
organised crime and improving 
treatment of ethnic minorities. 







Children rescued as Palermo apartments collapse 


Fire-fighters lifting a three-year-old Another throe-year-child and one adult 
child from the nibble yesterday after a were pulled to safety as the fire-fighters 


three-story apartment buDding in the cen- 
tre of Palermo collapsed, following a sus- 
pected gas explosion. 


searched for other survivors; up to 10 
people were buried in the blast 

The three that had been rescued so 


fer were only slightly injured, reports said. 
The authorities did not immediately 
know how many people were in the build- 
ing when it collapsed. — AP. Palermo 
Photograph: AFP 
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Norway tells firms 
to boycott Burma 


Norway's government yesterday urged 
companies to boycott Burma because of 
human rights violations by its military dic- 
tatorship. 

“Burma is one of the world's worst mil- 
itary dictatorships. Maybe the worst," said 
Prim e Minister Kjeli Magne Bondevflk at 
a news conference. He said the government 
would consider stronger measures if Nor- 
wegian companies did not respect the re- 
quest “1 hope the companies involved get 
the message,” he said. “We don’t trade with 
Burma.” 

Burma has been under various military 
governments since a coup in 1962- Its gen- 
erals ignored a 1990 election victory by the 
opposition. Norwegian concern about Bur- 
ma has remained high since the country’s 
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize; die was 
under house arrest in Burma and prevent- 
ed from coming to Oslo to receive the prize. 

A boycott by Norway would be more 
symbolic than economic. Mr Bondevflt 
said only a handful of businesses trade with 
Burma, with annual exports of about 1 mil- 
lion kroner (£430,000) a yea r, and imports 
of about 8 million kroner . 

— AP, Osh 
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Karadzic 
leads in 
Serb poll 


Western hopes that Bosnian 
Serb elections might hand victory 
to the forces of moderation were 
firing fast yesterday, as partial - 
results showed supported of the 
indicted war criminal Radovan 
KaradM edging into the lead. ■ 
Partial and unofficial results 
showed Karadzic’s party had 
taken about 32 per cent of 
votes compared to 20 per cent 
for his more conciliatory and 
pro-Westera rival, the Bosnian. 
Serb president BUjam Plavsic 
The ultra-nationalistic Radr 
jcals, who are certain to support 
Karadzic in the pressing issue 
of his potential extradition to 
. the International War Crimes 
Tribunal in The Hague, came 
next with about 19236 percent 
The Socialists, who may side 
with Mrs Plavsic, took about 
12-24 percent.- 

A majority in the: 83-seat 
Bosnian Serb parliament for 
Karadzic would deal a massive 
blow to Western attempts to en- 
gineer a lasting peace in Bosnia 
between the Serbs and the 
Muslim-Croat federation- The 



Karadzic Still popular 


hardliners reject both the 1995 
Dayton peace accords for 
Bosnia, which divided the re- 
public, and the workings of the 
Hague tribunal. 

Mrs Plavsic's chances of sal- 
vation would seem to rest with 
the votes, yet to be counted, of 
the smaller parties. Many of 
those represent Muslims and 
Croats, expelled from Bosnian 
Setb-held land in the fratricidal 
war of 1992-95. but still entitled 
to vote. 

If Bosnia emerges evenly 
split between the factions, there 
is a danger of the boomerang- 
shaped Bosnian Serb territory 
splitting, with Mis Plavsic re- 
taining the north-west and 
Karadzic the east A hung result, 
or a Karadzic victory, might also 
jeopardise the security of the 
Nato-led international peace- 
keeping force in Bosnia. 

— Marcus Tanner 
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British talent scoops 
four Emmy awards 




.. O * 


British television 
programmes picked up 
four top prizes at the 
International Emmy 
Awards in New York. 
David Lister reports on 
another winning night 
for the Brits. 


The BBC, Channel 4 and Carl- 
ton Television were all cele- 
brating yesterday after America 
paid tribute to British televirion 
talent. 

With 50 per cent of the 18 
nominations at the Interna- 
tional Emmy Awards in New 
York, Britain scooped the top 
prize in four of the main cate- 
gories - Drama, Arts Docu- 
mentary, Children and Young 
People, and Performing Arts - 
in Monday night’s ceremony. 

Dancing for Dollars: The Bol- 
shoi in Kgas, produced by NVC 
Arts for Channel 4, won the 
Arts Documentary award for 
tracing the Russian troupe's 
disastrous 1996 trip to Las 
Vegas. 

The Drama Emmy went to 
Crossing the Floor , a Hat Trick 
Production shown on BBC2 
which starred NeO Pearson and 
Helen Baxendale, about a 
prominent Conservative politi- 
cian who switches to Labour. 

A separate award for an art 


performance, the Performing 
Arts Emmy, went to Enter 
Achilles, a play about fantasy 
and reality adapted for the 
BBC. Wise Up. which was pro- 
duced by Carlton for Channel 
4, won the Children and Young 
People’s Emmy. *Tm thrilled to 
pieces,” said its producer, Mick 
Robertson. “Children should 
have a voice as part of the tele- 
vision experience.” 

The four winners were 
among 1 8 finalists selected from 
370 entries for the awards for 
which onfy programmes m ade 
outside the US are eligible. 

In all the UK had nine nom- 
inations, which was inorc entries 
than any other nation. 

One strongly tipped pro- 
gramme which missed out was 
Granada Television’s hard hit- 
ting account of the Hillsborough 
tragedy, Hillsborough, which 
starred Christopher Ecdestoa 
It had a profound effect on 
viewers and had been nomi- 
nated in the drama category but 
was pipped at the post by Cross- 
ing the Floor. 

Canada's Genie and Louise , 
about the relationship between 
a South African colonel and a 
journalist investigating the hit 
squads be ran during apartheid, 
won the Documentary Emmy. 

The production, by Black- 
stock Pictures, and Eurasia Mo- 
tion Pictures, in association 
with the Canadian Broadcast- 


ITV places faith in 
real-life soaps to help 
reclaim ratings 


ITV has poached the man be- 
hind The Driving School and 
Vet's School from the BBC to 
produce “soap documentaries” 
to help reposition the ailing 
commercial channel." 

Grant Mansfield, currently 
managing editor of network 
features at the BBC, is being 
brought in by ITV to develop 
the so-called popular factual 
programmes that are currently 
in vogue with television execu- 
tives. He was also responsible 
for the BBC’s The Rugby' Club 
and Airport which proved that 
documentaries can challenge 
soap operas as ratings winners. 

ITV announced Mr Mans- 
field’s appointment at its win- 
ter season launch yesterday. 
The channel already has four 
fly-on-the-wall documentaries. 
Neighbours From Hell, Builders 
From Hell, House Hunters and 
Airline ready to be broadcast 
over the winter and wants more 
for next year. 

“The effect is to re-align our 
audience by putting factual pro- 
grammes at the heart of our 
schedule,” said David Liddi- 
ment, the new director of pro- 
grammes at ITV. 

Mr Uddiment is charged 
with Aiming around ITV’s slip- 
ping ratings. Competition from 
cable and satellite channels 




ann a resurgent, dia. mu 
ITVs share of viewing down by 
around 5 per cent to.32 per oent 

over the last two years. 

He hinted that factual pro- 
grammes, and others sched- 
uled after News at Ten, would 
make the channel younger and 
more upmarket: “Our audi- 
ences’ views, tastes and needs 
are changing,” he stud. 

[XV has an American sit- 


Trendsetten Maureen Rees, 
star of The Driving School 

Photograph: Huw Evans 


com, pharma and Greg, that it 
hopes will become a new 
Friends and a documentary 
about clubbers that will be 
shown after News at Tbi in the 
New Year. 

The chann el is yet to an- 
nounce its fuD Christmas line 
up. but is expected to put the 
Spice Girls at the heart of the 
schedule, broadcasting their, 
concert in Thrkey after the 
Queen’s Speech on Christinas 
Day. The chann el is also ex- 
pected to air Home Alone 2 as 
its big Christmas Day film and 
a screen version of The Can- 
terville Ghost by Oscar Wilde. 

Mr Uddiment hinted yes- 
terday that ITV would not be 
bidding for the National Lottery 
Show when its contract with the 
BBC ends in a year's time, 

ITV also announced yes- 
terday that it had signed Conner 
Soldier Soldier star Ro bson 
Green to an exclusive deal to 
star in ITV programmes until 
2000. The contract is reportedly 
worth £1 -5m to the star ITV de- 
scribes as its young David Jason. 
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ing Corporation, is set against 
the background of South 
Africa’s Truth and Reconcilia- 
tion Commission, which is cur- 
rently hearing testimony for 
amnesty pleas by those re- 
sponsible for brutalities during 
the apartheid era. 

Libert Zappt a show about a 
travelling pianist who coughs 
and jokes his way through per- 
formances around Europe- in 
different languages, costumes 
and personalities -w«n the Pop- 
ular Arts Emmy for the Nether- 
lands’ NOS-TROS-Ivo Niehe 
Productions. 

The ceremony was hosted by 
Sir Peter Ustinov and the pre- 
senters included the actor Ax- 
mand Assante, the dancer- 
choreographer Savion Glover, 
and the actress Marilu Henner. 
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12/WORLD NEWS 


Norway reopens Mossad 
case of mistaken identity 


Almost a quarter of a century 
ago, Israel’s intelligence agency 
trifled a Moroccan waiter in 
Norway in the belief that he was a 
Palestinian leader. Now Norway 
wants Israel to interrogate the 
chief suspect. Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem examines why the case 
has been reopened. 


The chief suspect, Mike Harari, was a 
Mossad veteran who went on to an inglo- 
rious career as arms dealer in Latin Amer- 
ica and confidant of General Noriega, the 
dictator of Panama. 

It was in July 1973 that a team of Mossad 
agents arrived in the town of LiUehammer 
in Norway, believing they had finally 
tracked down All Hassan SaJameh, the 
“Red Prince", whom Israel held responsi- 
ble for planning the killing of 1 1 Israeli ath- 
letes in Munich a year earlier. 

The gunmen followed the supposed 
Palestinian leader around LiUehammer for 
several hours on 21 July and then shot him 
dead in front of a pregnant woman as he 
returned home from a film. Only later did 
they learn that the dead man was. in fact, 
a Moroccan waiter called Ahmad Bouch- 
ikL and the woman was his Norwegian wife. 

The leader of the assassination squad 
was Mike Harari, according to Israeli 
books on the attack, now aged 70 and liv- 
ing in Tel Aviv. Norway reopened the in- 


vestigation into the Bouchiki’s death last 
month. They made little effort at the time 
to locate Mr Harari, who went on to en- 
joy a lucrative career as an arms dealer. 

Why ft has taken Norway so long to act 
is unclear. The Mossad operation was the 
most disastrous in the organisation's his- - 
tiny until September this year, when two 
of its men were arrested in Jordan as they 
tried to assassinate Khalid Mesbal, a 
leader of the Hamas Islamic militants. 

TVra of chose involved in Inttfri g Bouch- 
iki in LiUehammer bad rented cars under 
their own names, Dan Ert and Marianne 
GladnikofL They were arrested when they 
returned them at Oslo airport Once they 
had provided the address of an flat used 
by Mossad, six other agents were arrested. 
Mr Ert turned out to suffer from claus- 
trophobia and confessed everything to the 
Norwegian police in return for a larger 
cell 

The Israeli government paid compen- 
sation to the Bouchilti family two years ago, 
but without admitting responsibility for the 
fa l l in g . Five of the Mossad agents served 
short terms in prison and were pardoned. 
Mr Harari and his fellow agent and girl- 
friend were almost alone in escaping. An- 
other of the Mossad agents married her 
Norwegian lawyer. Mr Harari later sold Is- 
raeli aims worth about S500m to Latin 
America in the 1980s. 

Now, seeing the statute of limitations 
running out, the Norwegian poGce have de- 
cided they would like Israel to ask him about 
what happened in LiUehammer in 1973. 
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Sour note: Chilean military bandsman playing for their commander-in-chief, the former dictator Augusto Pinochet, on his 82nd birthday yesterday. 
Elsewhere In Santiago, demonstrators protested against PinodietV expected elevation to senator for life, due next year Photograph: AFP 
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Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthorne Hotels and Le Shuttle 


Tibetan activists yesterday wel- 
comed the British toughness 
which led to the cancellation by 
China of a planned trip to Lon- 
don by top Tibetan officials. 

The Foreign Office said that 
the trip could only go ahead if 
the officials met organisations 
like the Free Tibet Campaign. 
The Chinese then cancelled 
the trip. Robbie Barnett of the 
London-based Tibet Informa- 
tion Network talked of a ‘‘flex- 
ing of ethical muscle", and 
argued: “What the British are 
doing is more significant than 
we thought" 

•— Steve Crawshow 


British MEP ignites 
Australian race row 


Saudi justice 
condemned 


Australia’s government 
yesterday slapped down 
a visiting British- MEP 
who described new 
legislation on Aboriginal 
rights as racist. Robert 
MUfflcen in Sydney says the 
row has put the question 
of Canberra’s 
commitment to human 
rights wider the 
spotlight. 



Yemen’s press 
under siege 
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A New York-based press watch- 
dog has accused Yemen’s gov- 
ernment of curtailing press 
freedoms by shutting down in- 
dependent publications. In a 
statement faxed to the Associ- 
ated Press yesterday, the Com- 
mittee to Protect Journalists 
said the government shut down 
the bi-weekly newspaper Ma In 
in October and dismissed its 
staff because of an editorial crit- 
icising the government 

— AP, Dubai 
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rating of the Copthorne 
Calais? 


Americans 
told to flee 


Hugh Kerr, a Labourmetnberof 
a European parliamentary del- 
egation, was visiting Canberra 
during a fiery debate on the gov- 
ernment's amendments to the 
native title act ‘The legislation 
that they're proposing, on the 
opinions I've seen from legal 
counsel dearly is discriminato- 
ry ” he told a rally outside par- 
liament yesterday, “and it could 
be construed as being racist" 
Mr Kerr added that the 
Aboriginal legislation, togeth- 
er with Australia's failure at the 
United Nations recently to sup- 
port a motion criticising China 
on human rights, raised “a wor- 
ry that Australia isn't taking hu- 
man rights as seriously, perhaps, 
as it has in the past”. He advised 
John Howard, Australia's right- 
wing Prime Minister: “The 
world is a global village and 


we're concerned about racism. 
We're concerned about dis- 
crimination wbereverwe find it 
The European Parliament will 
pass judgement on that.” 

Mr Kerr’s advice was round- 
ly rejected by Tim Fischer, 
deputy prime minister in Mr 
Howard’s coalition government, 
whose proposed amendments to 
the land-rights law have drawn 
protests from Aboriginal and 
church leaders, human rights 
groups and opposition MPs. 

“Before they start lecturing 
us ... they might like to start 
thinking about the Sami people, 
the Laplanders in Scandinavia 
... who have no native title 
rights in Finland, or Sweden or 
Norway for that matter," Mr 
Fischer said. “I will listen to the 
Europeans when the Sami have 
a right to claim three-quarters 
of Scandinavia and the Gypsies 
three-quarters of France. 
Czechoslovakia or Hungary.” 

The legislation has already 
passed through the House of 
Representatives, the lower 
house of parliament Yesterday 
it was introduced to the Senate, 
the upper house, where the 
Labour opposition, Greens and 
Democrats - who together out- 
number the coalition - have 
vowed to reject it- 

Mr Howard has warned that 
he will call a general election if 
the Senate rejects the bill twice. 


Such an election would inevitably 
degenerate into one fought pri- 
marily on the issue of race and 
would be likely to damage Aus- 
tralia’s international reputation. 

The government introduced 
the bill in response to a high 
court judgment last December 
which found that Aboriginal na- 
tive title and pastoral, or farm- 
ing, leases could co-exist on the 
same land. 

The government claims the 
High court rulings allow. Abo- 
rigines to lay claim to mote than 
79 per cent of Australia’s total 
land mass, of almost 3 million 
square miles. Farmers on pas- 
toral leases, some of which cov- 
er swathes of outback the size 
of European countries, have 
been campaigning for the gov- 
ernment to safeguard their 
lands by formally extinguishing 
native title rights. 

Mr Howard's legislation 
does not go so far as they 
would like, but it does makes it 
hard for Aborigines to gain ac- 
cess to traditional lands which 
are now used by farmers. Some 
legal experts argue that the bill 
is unconstitutional and flouts 
Australia’s international hu- 
man rights obligations, while 
several church leaders have de- 
scribed it as racist Noel Pear- 
son, an Aboriginal lawyer, 
recently called the government 
“racist scum". 


Amnesty International yesterday 
published a damning report on 
the Saudi justice system. Steve 
Crawshaw reads some tough 
accusations regarding Saudi 
Arabia’s "appalling human rights 
record*. 
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The US advised its nationals 
yesterday to leave Tajikistan as 
Tajik officials said its forces had 
surrounded villages where an 
abducted French couple were 
; relieved to be held. 

I The US embassy . in 
i Dushanbe said the government 
v as not able to provide West- 
ern nations with the necessary 
protection. Government forces 
■re searching for Franck Dubry, 
who worked for a European 
Union technical assistance pro- 
gramme, and bis wife Kareen 
Mane, who worked for an aid 
organisation funded by the 
UNHCR refugee agency. 

— Reuters, Dushanbe 


Yeltsin refuses to throw Chubais to the wolves 


Boris Yeltsin sought to glare 
down his opponents yesterday 
by insisting on keeping his top 
economic policy-maker, Ana- 
toly Chubais, despite calls for his 
resignation over a fees-for- 
favours scandal Speaking be- 
fore television cameras at a 
Kremlin meeting with the be- 
leaguered minister, Mr Yeltsin 
said his mind was made up: “I 
won't give up Chubais". 

Looking chastened, Mr 
Chubais, 42, found himself be- 
ing chastised for making “moral- 
ethical" mistakes, rather than 


breaking the law, but was praised 
for working 20-hour days. ' 

None of this is likely to ap- 
pease Mr Yeltsin's critics, who 
have been baying for Mr 
Chubais' blood ever since it 
emerged that be was one of a 
team of writers who each re- 
ceived a $90,000 (£55,000) ad- 
vance for an economics book. As 
the money came from a pub- 
lishing company linked to a 
bank which has benefited from 
privatisation, overseen by Mr 
Chubais and his aides, this was 
seen as evidence of corruption. 


Three of the authors, atf 
members of Mr Chubais’s en- 
tourage, have been fired from 
their government jobs but Mr 
Yeltsin (who is now talking 
about publishing a third book 
of his own) has concluded - 
rather contradictorily - that 
Mr Chubais himself acted im- 
properly but not unlawfully. 
He stripped him only of his job 
as finance minister but decided 
he was indispensable in his 
most important role, that of 
First Deputy Prime Minister. 

— Phil Reeves, Moscow 


Amnesty International’s report Behind 
Closed Doors argues: “Even the most basic 
right to be presumed innocent until proven 
guilty does not exist The justice system is 
blatantly unfair from start to finish - from 
the time someone is arrested to the end of 
their trial." In its 30-page report, the human 
rights organisation noted that the unfairness 
of trials was “doubly severe” because the 
individuals - women and poor, especially 
foreign workers - are also victims of dis- 
crimination. In contrast to the two British 
nurses tried for murder, Deborah Rury and 
Lucille McLauchlan, many prisoners do not 
even have access to defence lawyers. Pris- 
oners are taken for execution without even 
realising that they have been sentenced. 

Amnesty notes that its requests for in- 
terviews with Saudi authorities regarding 
the perceived problems have gone unan- 
swered. It says the lack of judicial super- 
vision “has enabled tbe security forces to 
make torture an institutionalised practice 
simply because they can get away with it". 

Saudi Arabia has expanded its use of the 
death penalty in recent years. As Amnesty 
points out, this is made easier by tbe “sum- 
mary and secretive nature of trials”. It ar- 
gues that the Saudi justice system caters 
primarily for the “might of the state” at the 
expense of tbe rights of the individual". 

This bask failure has, says Amnesty been 
a key factor in the “gross human rights vi- 
olations" in Saudi Arabia. The Saudi am- ■ 
bassador to London has argued, in the 
context of the British nurses' trial, that the 
Saudi system has built-in guarantees that 
"no harsh sentence is passed lightly" be- 
cause of the three hierarchical layers of the 
court ^ystem. But the appeal process takes 
place in complete secrecy, in tbe absence 
of the accused or any lawyer. Amnesty says 
many prisoners felt obliged to accept the 
sentence, even if they felt they were in no- . 
cent, because they did not want to stay in 
prison, or feared a more severe punishment 

Amnesty says that hundreds are held by 
the political security police without trial main- 
ly on political or religious grounds Those who 
are held cannot challenge the grounds for 
their detention. Torture is routinely used, es- 
pecially in order to gain information lead- 
ing to Lhe arresi of other suspects. 
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Building a new Lebanon ravages its Ottoman treasures 


udi justice 

ndemned 


Lebanon’s cultural heritage of 
Ottoman mansions and villas is 
being destroyed - even as the 
country rebuilds itself after 16 
years of civil war. In a nation 
where only land — not property — 
has value, speculators are tearing 
down a magnificent legacy from 
the 19th century. 


They are disappearing like old friends. For 
years, I had driven past a declining Ottoman 
villa opposite the Ein el-Mreisse mosque 
near my home in Beirut It had arched win- 
dows with delicate lead tracery and a bright 
red tile roof- one of the very red roofs that 
TE Lawrence admired when he visited the 
city before the First World War. 

Then one day, I had to make a detour 
on the coast road because a massive bali- 
and -chain machine had been erected on 
the road and was busy smashin g down the 
villa. Ibday, m its place, there stands 
a cheap block of concrete apartments 
and, on the ground floor, a hamburger 
joint 

The books of old photographs which are 
now so popular with Lebanon’s upper riana - 
es show that Beirut was once the most beau- 
tiful city on the eastern Mediterranean 
coast a noble, dignified place of castles and 
gardens and gentle rectangular bouses of 
cut stone and Turkish windows and fluted 
pillars. 

It was a town of traders, Christians and 
Muslims, Jews and Armenians, Turks and 
Egyptians and French and English, a city 
whose houses were often smothered in 
bougainvillaea. 

Its shameful destruction began in the 
Sixties, when developers used bulldozers 
to pulverise the great Ottoman houses on 
the sea front near the St George Hotel and 
allowed the Gulf Arabs to build apartment 
blocks in the mountain villages. The 
wartime militias and the Syrian and Israeli 
armies destroyed the city a second time in 
the Eighties. 

Now its third destruction has begun. 
Down are coming the red- roofed homes 
on the coast that survived the civil war. 
Down are coming the colonnaded old 
schools only lightly touched by shells. On 
the heavily-damaged quayside in Beirut, 
Solidere - the company charged with re- 
building the city- levelled a street of mag- 
nificent Ottoman facades. 

True, Solidere is restoring hundreds of 
buildings, though many of them are of 
French mandate (1920-46) vintage. Even 
the mock-Baroque facade of the Martyrs' 


Square police station was smashed down 
after the war. "It was an error,” one of 
Solidere’s leading shareholders told me lat- 
er. ‘Tt will be rebuilt as it was.” But it has 
not been rebuilt 

AH across Lebanon, h is the same story. 
Buildings of dressed stone and pretty bal- 
conies and hallways entered between 
Egyplian-style pillars are being left to roL 
Some were damaged in the war, their roofs 
tom off by artilleiy fire and now allowed 
to decay. 

Others have been deliberately left to die, 
the very last of Lebanon’s civil war wound- 
ed, abandoned on the battlefield. For sev- 
en winters since the war ended, the rain 
has guttered through the eaves, the storms 
have smashed at the remaining carpfuDy 
cut glass in the Arabesque windows: Piles 
of marble floor tiles, wrought-iron 
balustrades and wooden rafters can now 
be bought as job lots in the Basta flea-mar- 
ket in Beirut. A piece of Carrera marble 
costs SOp. “It’s now practically hopeless to 
think that we can keep the okJ Beirut,” Cos- 
la Domani says. As a leading member of 
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the Association Pour La Protection des 
Sites et Anciens Mursde Lib an (Apsal), 
he has watched the Lebanese ignore their 
country's heritage both during and after the 
war as the old capitalist ethos that inspired 
the nation turned the old villas and palaces 
to dust. 

“Anything in Lebanon is tied to mon- 
ey value - not sentimental or architectur- 
al value. The land is the thing that is 
valuable - anything built on the land has 
no value whatsoever. Those who have made 
money have done so through land specu- 
lation. To safeguard old bouses, you need 
a change in people's thinking.” 

Apsal believes that owners of fine old 
properties could be encouraged to restore 
them by preferential tax treatment, even 
by reintroducing the old Ottoman system 
of sharafieh - whereby those residents who 
overlook a beautiful house or its gardens 
would be asked to contribute towards the 
upkeep of them. “We would like to create 
a snowball effect with property owners to 
make them see that if these houses could 
be maintained they would have real com- 
mercial value. There could be laws which 
demand preservation.” 

Already in the Chouf mountains, large- 


ly inhabited by members of the Druze faith, 
Waiid Jumblatl - leader of the Druze and 
a minister in the Lebanese government — 
has ordained rhar no bouse of historical val- 
ue or beauty may be destroyed. 

He has filled the palace of Beit Eddine 
- once the home of Emir Beshir the Sec- 
ond and now the site of an music 

festival run by his wife Nora -with Roman 
mosaic floors. He has supported the 
preservation of the wonderful old stone 
walls and “serail” in the Christian moun- 
tain town of Deir cl-Oamar. 

The new downtown Beirut project - 
much praised by the press and foreign gov- 
ernments as a symbol of Lebanon’s post- 
war rebirth -has promised the Lebanese 
a new city of high-rise hotels and business 
centres, banks and archaeological parks and 
apartment blocks. 

But the pictures boasting of the “new” 
Beirut look frighteningly similar to Jeddah 
and Abu Dhabi and ail the other Gulf port 
cities which used the wealth of the 1970s 
to destroy their heritage for money. Solid- 
ere has poured millions into restoration - 
some of it spent on valuable discoveries of 
Beirut’s Phoenician, Roman and Byzantine 
past. 

But Domani, who himself lives in a 150- 
year old house in Sursock Street in the 
Ashrafieh quarter of Beirut, is not satis- 
fied, alleging that the company has wrecked 
17th-century areas "without pity” and has 
preserved less than 50 per cent of the 550 
old buildings in the ruined fbnner wartime 
front-line. Solidere is preserving the old 
Jewish synagogue in Wadi Abu Jamil - 
damaged by civil war fighting and also by 
Israeli shellfire in 1982 - in the centre of 
Beirut but, according to Apsal, seven 
beautiful Ottoman houses in the same 
street have been destroyed to widen the 
roadway. 

“We have to be more active ourselves,” 
Domani says. “We must look for spon- 
sorship from abroad, from wealthy com- 
panies and individuals; and we must come 
up with projects that would give these build- 
ings an economic significance. At the mo- 
ment, some of these houses are lived in by 
tenants paying tiny fixed rents - so the 
houses are uneconomical for the owners 
who can do little to improve their revenues. 
And the people who have money in this 
country don’t realise what they can do with 
these beautiful houses - there's a lot of sta- 
tus quo from living in a mansion. Yet all 
these people want is to live in modem con- 
dominiums.* 1 

How to change a people? “Pity the na- 
tion that ~ boasts not except among its ru- 
ins,” the Lebanese poet Kahlil Gibran 
wrote in 1934. He can say that again . 




Levantine splendour: Ottoman villas like this one in Beirut are seen by most modem Lebanese to be worth no more 
than the land they stand upon Photograph: Robert Fisk 
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‘Where, might one ask, 
have all your nuances 
gone, Harold?' 


In Sicily, they believe that 
upping the cultural 
temperature is one way of 
keeping the Mafia at bay and 
the tourists at play. The latest 
arts festival in Palermo has a 
high British content, including 
contributions from Peter 
Greenaway, Richard Long and 
Harold Pinter. John Francis Lane 
saw the Italian production of 
Pinter’s ’Ashes to Ashes’, 
directed by the author with, 
perhaps, an unintended irony. 


The Sicilian city of Palermo has been 
having something of a cultural Re- 
naissance in recent times. The much- 
loved but equally much-haled mayor. 
Leoluca Orlando (elected on on anti- 
Mafia ticket four years ago and up for 
re-election at the end of this month), 
believes that culture is one way of 
fighting the Mafia which, among 
other crimes, is blamed for frighten- 
ing citizens and visitors away from the 
city's theatres and museums. 

The latest example of Palermo's 
cultural re-birth has been a festival 
dedicated to the Novecento (the 20th 
Century) which surprisingly' (or not. 
Mr Blair?) opened and closed with 
major British theatrical offering, 
while also hosting a massive new in- 
stallation of twin stone and mud cir- 
cles by Ridiard Long. The opener was 
Peter Greenaway, giving perfor- 
mances at the city's recently re- 
opened and stunningly beautiful 
opera house, the Tealro Massimo, of 
his bizarre operatic happening 100 
Objects to Represent the World (pre- 
miered at Salzburg in the summer). 

The closing event, at the Tealro 
Biondo, was Harold Pinter directing 
(in Italian, of course - a language he 
doesn't speak) his 1996 two-hander 
Ashes to, Ashes, which, after Palermo, 
was due to tour to Turin and other 
Italian cities. 

Pinter had been to Palermo only 
once before, in 19S0. to pick up a 
rather handsome money prize, the 
Preraio Pirandello, on which occasion 
i distinctly remember him saving 
that, grateful as he was for the gen- 
erous birthday present (be had just 
turned 50 the month he and Lady 
Antonia came to Palermo), he 
couldn't understand why the juiy 
had judged his work as worthy of the 
award since he felt his plays were “at 
the other end of the telescope" from 
those of Pirandello himself. 

His return to Palermo, one sus- 
pects, was motivated less by a desire 
for further comparison with Sicily’s 
Nobel prize-winning dramatist than 
by a long-held ambition to show the 
Italians how he thinks his plays ought 
to be done. Many of us who live in 
Italy remember the angry reaction 
Pinter displayed to a production of 
Old Tones , directed by Luchino Vis- 
conti in Rome in 1974. which the 
British dramatist considered a trav- 
esty of his work. He succeeded in get- 
ting the production taken off. 

He has every reason to pat himself 
on the back today, not only for the 
acclaim he has received from audiences 


and oritks in Rsienno, hut also because 

the actress playing Rebecca in this Ital- 
ian premiere of Ashes to Ashes is none 
other than Adriana Asti, the vciy same 
actreswfao, under Visconti's direction 
back in 1974s bad rendered so con- 
troversially explicit the leshia^ un- 
. dercurrents in Old Times that Pinter’s 
original text left as mere nuances. 

Asti, who is remembered in par- 
ticular for her role m Bertohxn’s eady 

film Prima della rivokuione, now lives 
in Paris, where she has done Goldoni 
in French, and seems to enjoy being 
directed try non-Italians (I once saw 
her in a Strindberg play in Ibrin, 
directed by Susan Sontag). 

Ashes to Ashes (i Ceneri aUe certeri ), 
excellently translated by AJessandra 
Sara, who was at Pinter’s side as 
interpreter and assistan t throughout 
the rehearsals (first in London and 
then in Palermo), has been well re- 
ceived, even if a 60-minute play seems 
like poor value at today's theatre 
prices. Certainly there is much more 
to Ashes - a play that “puts our whole 
century into one hour of theatre,” as 
the critic of the Communist R Mani- 
festo put it - than to Pinter's earlier The 
Room, which Eduardo de Filippo's son 
Luca has been playing at Rome's 
Teatro Eliseo in recent weeks. 

Asti’s co-star is the wonderful Pol- 
ish stage and film actor Jerzy Stuhr. 
If his accent is at first a bit discon- 
certing, it later gains added resonances 
in the context of the ambiguities the 
play sets up. Is the husband one and 
the same with the lover who appar- 
ently roughed Lhe wo man up in some 
mysterious past that may have been 
played out in a concentration camp? 
I didn't see Pinter’s Royal Court 
staging last year (with Stephen Rea 
and liadsay Duncan) bill tbe English 
context probably made it even more 
enigmatic. In Palermo, there wasn't 
much inglese about it, even in the set 
It seems that Pinter didn't approve of 
the original design. The one we saw, 
along with the costumes, was credited 
to one Gomez, of whom nobody has 
heard. The original designer had 
apparently over-loaded it with natu- 
ralistic detail. What we saw on the 
stage was a simple, anonymous cut- 
out of a drawing-room with no lived- 
in look about it 

Pinter’s direction achieved the 
alienating effect that is presumably 
what he wants and that I haven't 
found in the many Italian productions 
of Pinter I've seen over the years, even 
if a recent staging of 77ie? Hothouse at 
Rome's Teatro Quirino, starring and 
directed by Carlo Cecchi, was great 
fun. In Ashes, the acting by Asti and 
Stuhr was impressive. They did seem 
to be speaking to one another instead 
of just declaiming lines, which is 
often the case on Italian stages. 

Ironically, though, while giving 
credit to Pinter for having, to a 
degree, vindicated the Visconti “out- 
rage", wasn't he r unning the risk of 
committing the same kind of anti- 
Pinteresque offence - ie rendering 
explicit the implicit - in allowing the 
husband to speak with an accent that 
could quite easily be that of tbe con- 
centration camp bully about whom 
Rebecca reminisces so fondly? 
Where, might one ask, have ail your 
nuances gone, Harold? 



Stephen Churchett’s debut hit; Tom and Clem’ (above), went straight into tiie West End; Ms latest, ‘Heritage’, stars George Cole (below) Tristram Kenton / EPO 


When writing is the best part 


Stephen Churchett spent many 
yeans playing bit-parts In TV 
series like The Bill* and 
‘EastEnders*. But West End 
stardom always eluded him - 
until he wrote hb first play. 

As his second, ‘Heritage*, « 
about to open in Hampstead, he 
talks to Jasper Rees about his new- 
found success as a playwright. 


At what point does an actor who starts to 
write plays begin describing himself as a 
playwright? This is the first question 1 ask 
Stephen Churchett, who has been an actor 
for years without ever quite getting his name 
in lights. Then he goes and writes one play 
and, four days shy of his 50th birthday, he’s 
opening in the West End, a theatrical 
inner sanctum he vety rarely penetrated as 
a mere spouter of other people’s words. 
Now he has a second play. Heritage, open- 
ing at the Hampstead Theatre next week. 
“I con say I'm an actor who’s written two 
plays,” he says. But he reconsiders. “I am 
an actor and a playwright" 

You might recognise the appealingly 
round face and the naked pate from this sup- 
porting role or that peripheral part in vaii- 
ous long-running light entertainments. Then 
again, you might not Jack Drugged; in The 
Brittas Empire? Joseph Wint in The House 
of Eliott?, He pops up in EastEnders as the 
Mitchell brothers’ dodgy solicitor, but only 
now and then. T haven’t done an episode 
of EastEnders for about a year” he says, and 
calculates that he may have been in do more 
chan 12 episodes overall, “I don’t watch but 
my mother does. She says, ‘Oh, they were 
talking about you on the phone the other 
day.' That must mean they’re going to have 
me bade. But maybe it's cheaper just to have 
them talking to me on the phone” When 
he had more hair, he played a patient in a 
day centre for people with learning difficulties 


in Bleak Moments, the first ever Mike Leigh 
film. You’D see him next as a senior hospi- 
tal manager in McCollum. 

You get the picture: nearly 30 years an 
actor, and stardom in all probability no 
longer lurking round the corner. Then, two 
years ago, Churchett decided not only to 
start on a play, which he had managed of- 
ten enough, but also to finish it, which he 
hadn't Previously on his script-writing CV 
there was one episode of The Bill (in which, 
as an actor, he has also appeared in vari- 
ous guises). So his first play, Tom and Clem, 
emerged from more or less unfilled soil. It 
imagined an ideological encounter at the 
Potsdam conference m 1945 between the 
cavalier and roundhead wings of the post- 
war Labour party -the radical, extravagantly 
homosexual MP, Tom Driberg, and the 
pragmatic, stolid Prime Minister, Clement 
Attlee. 

“It was the first thing Fd written that I 
was really rather pi eased with. I finished and 
1 actually thought, this has got potential." 
He pitched it to the agent of fellow actor- 
turned-playwright Kevin Elyot while they 
were filming a pub scene for the television 
version of My Night with Reg. Within a week 
or two, Chinriiett was sitting across the desk 
from Michael Codron, the high-brow im- 
presario who puts the likes of Tom Stop- 
pard on in the West End. “It was the most 
important audition of my life, except I was 
the only person up for the part Michael 
would hate me to say this but he can be 
slightly frightening. There are silences. I no- 
ticed an ash tray and 1 said, 'Would you mind 
if I smoke?’ He said, ‘Stephen, let’s have 
a cigar.' I thought, this isally: amlin a play 
or am I talking about one? f hate cigars.” 
But, mindful that it might get his play 
mounted, he smoked one anyway. 

With Michael Gambon and Alec Mac- 
Cowan starring, and Richard Wilson di- 
recting Chnrchett’s first ever play opened 
at the Aldwych after a fortnight in Guild- 
ford. For West End, read deep end. Debut 
plays by complete unknowns with stellar 
casts may well have sprinted down the same 
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tost trade before, but can you think of one? 

For Heritage , the procedure has been 
more conventional. Hampstead, unlike 
the Aldwych, is a traditional nursery of new 
writing and only after a seven-week ran 
there, followed by a six-week national 
tour, might Churchett’s second play follow 
his first into the West End. “Sufficient unto 
the day..." says its author. “Ifs not im- 
possible. I suppose, but one wouldn't want 
to couid any chickens.” 

For his latest play, written before Tom 
and Clem had been produced, Churchett 
has set himself the task of inventing his en- 
tire cast of characters. The setting is real 
enough, though: a London hospital where 
crusty veterans in smart scarlet lively reside 
in semi-military retirement. “Although it's 
never stated, it is very obviously the Roy- 
al Hospital Chelsea, where the Chelsea Pen- 
sioners live,” says Churchett. Harry is one 
such OAP, bridling against a proposed 
takeover of the institutiou that will see it 
gradually converted, as the old boys drop 
off, into a museum and conference centre. 


Harry (played by George Cole) keeps his 
curmudgeonly chin up with the help of vis- 
its from his son George, daughter May and 
grandson Rupert They haw their own griev- 
ances too - George's boyfriend has just died: 
May's husband is married to his job, which 
just so happens to involve overseeing the 
conversion of the hospital: and Rupert can’t 
see the point of his university course - and 
it’s dear that these visits address their own 
needs as well as Harry’s. 

“The play is called Heritage because I 
think it's a desperately undervalued word. 
We just associate it now with theme parks. 
One of the reasons that made me set a play 
in an institution like this is that I went to 
the Royal Naval College at Greenwich a 
couple of years ago for a carol service. This 
may be an apocryphal story but I was told 
by a couple of people who were singing in 
the choir that the then heritage secretary 
Virginia Bottomley stood in the Wren 
chapel and said. “This would make a mar- 
vellous lecture theatre.’” 

In its way, Tom and Clem made a mar- 
vellous lecture theatre too. The chief crit- 
icism was that it tailed to find a harmony 
between the drama of ideological head- 
bashing and the personal relationship be- 
tween its two protagonists. Heritage is less 
nakedly concerned with polemic and, al- 
though more modest in thematic scope, feels 
all tbe more entire for it, on the page at least 
Churchett is currently in the very early stages 
of writing a third play -“about the retreat 
from rationalism. Why, after hundreds of 
years of people working out how the world 
does work, and being imprisoned for say- 
ing Lhal the solar system works in this way, 
suddenly we seem to be going back to crys- 
tals and all that?” 

The first draft should be finished by the 
spring. Or maybe not. “If I suddenly get of- 
fered a lot of acting work, it means Fll have 
less lime to do it.” 


'Heritage ' starts previewing on Thursday at 
the Hampstead Theatre, London NW3 
( booking : 0171-722 9301). To 17 Jan 1998 
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Saints above, the circus has come to town 


Saints and ShigpngtftebeWon 
Belfast Festival 


You rather expect a Robert 
Wilson work to have a certain 
poetic obscurity, but his faintly 
barmy 100-minute Saints and 
Singing, which transferred here 
last week from Berlin’s Hebbel 
Theatre, seems utterly designed 
to please. Cruising into the 
Belfast Festival on a tidal wave 
of hype, this sequel of sorts to 
Doctor Faustus Lights the Lights 
sees Wilson once again knock- 
ing heads with composer Hans 
Bster Kuhn and a slew of young 
Italian and German actors. 

The text is again by 
Gertrude Stein; her relentless 
streams of free-association 
wordplay are amplified by Wil- 
son’s own stage trickery and a 
feel for Learish absurdity. 

Threaded through with the 
choral reprise of “Saints and 
Singing” — a jingle motif some- 
where between Kurt Weill and 
the Nolan Sisters - Wilson/ 
Kuhn fashion their abstract, 
choreographed drama in cycles 
of prologues; landscapes, still 
lifes and portraits, according to 
an underlying structure that re- 
ally need not concern anyone. 
Instead, just sit back and bear 
witness to a superb, flowing 
dream continuity of actions 


and interactions on the mostly 
bare stage, as the team lightly 
probe vague themes of alien- 
ation and relationships. 

The shifting patterns of 
rhythms and routines, silences 
and stillness, were constantly 
punctuated by the groundsweD 
of Kuhn’s music from the live 
three-piece band, often com- 
plemented by instruments and 
singers among the actors them- 
selves, both on and off stage. 

There were moments of 
strange, stabbing beauty, such as 
tbe poisoned-cup Last Skipper 
opening, scene, that were sus- 
tained at a high, deadpan pitch; 
toe pompons intensity often 
suddenly punctured by a wink or 
a plasterai-on cheesy grin - or 
blown away by a slapstick ex- 
plosion, such as the dosing rou- 
tine of bullfrogs bopping and 
ribbeting at the audience. 

It was this constam clown- 
ing and, frankly, taking the 
piss, that gaves tbe piece the 
feel of. a highbrow circus; one 
tot of about three, sitting near 
me, was lapping it up loudly. 
However, just sometimes, be- 
hind Kuhn’s pleasurable pas- 
tiche of cabaret, ragtime, jazz 
and European folk traditions, 
the careering movements and 
scrappy comedy bad all toe co- 
herence of a range of theatre 


games and well-worn devices; 
a set of modernist archetypes 
and dream-images of the 
theatre, simply rearranged in a 
new permutation - giving it tbe 
feel of stylised entertainment. 

Elsewhere at the Festival, I 
had to don a separate set of aes- 
thetic goggles for Rebellion, a 
musical re-enactment of the 
United Irishmen's Rebellion of 
1798, as told by that peculiar 
legendary figure, Henry Joy 
McCracken, the Presbyterian 
merchant's son who was 
hanged after leading the ill- 
fated assault on Antrim lawn. 

Though it was mounted by 
Dock Ward, one of those big 
community ventures that have 
ballooned under the Festival 
banner in recent years, con- 
siderable professional re : 
sources had been deployed 
here in terms of musical direc- 
tion, costumes, set and big, 
battle-happy lighting. 

Ken Bourke’s script owed 
much to Stewart Parker's 
Northern Star -just as tbe stag- 
ing ideas owed a lot to the last 
Rough Magic production of 
that play. However, subtle this 
production was not -and that’s 
not altogether a bad thing. 

The result was something Kh» 
a Celtified Lloyd Webber rebel 
musical (by the musical director 
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Marie Dougherty), with director 
Paddy McCoey steering it all 
from congested history curric- 
ular dialogue to big dam bake 
scenes with costume crowds 
dry-gulping foamy tankards: 
from the much-relished comedy 
of toe salty-mouthed drunk to 
the stark marfyrology of our 
hero, etched against the back- 
drop of Cave HTU. 

For all the supposed inclus- 
iveness of McCracken as a 
symbolic figure - a Presbyter- 
ian leader in a French-inspired 


revolution that united “Cath- 
olic, Protestant and Dissenter” 
against the British Crown - 
there was no escaping toe deep 
green hue of this show. 

Heavily refracted through 
more recent history, the reson- 
ances were all there: martyr- 
dom, the Republic, the oaths 
and proclamations towards 
Irish freedom, the sassy women 
taunting the redcoats, the 
house raids and arrests, the 
rebel ballads -let alone the final 
messages over McCracken’s 


twitching corpse: “The struggle 
was worth it” and “The battle 
has only begun”. 

As one character remarked 
of the burgeoning secret soci- 
eties of the time, “There are so 
many writers’ and. artists’ 
groups in Belfast, it’s more, 
like a cultural rather than a' 
political revolution,” 

But since when has culture' - 
not been pohtical -particularly 
in Belfast? " 7 
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New Deal provides 
£4bn package to get 
jobless back in work 


Minions of jobless households 
wU be offered a £4bn pa ckage 
of measures aimed at getting 
them back to work, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Gor- 
don Brown, pledged yesterday. 

The deal, mostly financed 
from the July windfall tax on 
utilities, will include out-of- 
school childcare chibs, staffed 
by 50,000 newly trained carers, 
cheaper travel for young people 
and training grants of up to 
£1,700 for businesses that re- 
cruit and train the unemployed. 

But Mr Brown warned that 
those already in work must be 
prepared to accept pay re- 
straint as part of his Govern- 
ment's overall job-creating 
strategy - or risk higher inter- 
est rates to curb a future con- 
sumer boom. “It is in no one's 
interest if today’s pay-rise 
threatens to become tomor- 
row’s mortgage rise,” he said 

The Chancellor's comments 
came as he renewed Labour’s 
commitment to a lOp starting 
rate of tax, down from 20p at 
present, “when it is prudent to 
do so." 

Mr Brown said that to 
achieve the Government's jobs 
and tr aining reforms, “fairness 
and openness" were central to 
its strategy on taxation. 

“Thx avoidance harms those 
who pay their fair share of taxes. 
I give notice that the [next] 
Budget [in March] will introduce 
those measures that are neces- 
sary to root out tax avoidance.” 

This would include a “fair 
approach" to North Sea ofl tax- 
ation, alcohol and tobacco - 
where a review of taxes will be 
completed next year, plus the 
charities sector. 

He said the Government will 
publish a document next week 
on its proposals to encourage 
greater savings, particularly 
among low income-earners, 
through an Individual Savings 
Account (ISA). 

The ISA, to be launched in 
April 1999, will replace existing 
tax-free schemes, including Per- 
sonal Equity Plans (Peps) and 
lax Exempt Special Savings 
Accounts (Tessas) introduced 
by the Conservatives in the 
1980s. It has been estimated 
that Peps and Tfessas are cost- 
ing the Inland Revenue about 


£lbn a year in unpaid taxes. 

lo promote greater willing- 
ness to work among unem- 
ployed people with families, the 
Government is proposing to in- 
troduce a “working families 
tax credit”, backed by afford- 
able child care. 

The Chancellor said: “We 
will consider in detail the work- 
ing families tax credit; cash paid 
through the wage packet di- 
rectly to families on low in- 
comes, side by side with the 
national minimum wage. He 
also hinted at the possibility of 
offering tax breaks to people 
paying for their own child care: 
“The proposal would build on 
the successful elements of fam- 
ily tax credit, and involve bet- 
ter help through the tax system 
for child care costs.” 

Mr Brown promised to re- 
view the present National In- 
surance system, whereby 
contributions of 2 per cent are 
levied as soon as wage earners 
are paid more than £62 a week, 
rising to 10 per cent on every 
pound earned thereafter. “Un- 
der the current system, some 
low-paid employees face mar- 
ginal tax rates of over 100 per 
cent,” the Chancellor said. 

“lb improve rewards from 
work, to simplify administrative 
burdens on employers, as we 
want to do, and to encourage 
them to take on more people, 
it is right to consider the scope 
for bringing the National In- 
surance structure for the low 
paid more closely in line with 
income tax.” 

The Chancellor told MPs 
that one in five working-age 
households, 3.5 million families, 
have no one in work, while the 
proportion of manufacturing 
business reporting skills short- 
ages is up 70 per cent on a year 
ago. 

“We will introduce pilot "v 
projects nationwide under - 
which any employer who takes' 
on and trains a young or long- 
term unemployed person and 
keeps them on, can new receive 
three-quarters of their New 
Deal [training] allocation, thus 
giving immediate help with 
training costs - in the case of 
young people about £1,7 00 and 
for the long-term unemployed. 
£1,500.” 


Alongside these grants, Mr 
Brown added that David Blun- 
kett, the Education and Em- 
ployment Minister, will shortly 
publish his proposals for a 
“University for Industry”, to- 
gether with “Learning Ac- 
counts” to encourage farther 
training for employees. 

Mr Brown added: “To en- 
sure that work pays for families 
with children, wc propose a 
working families tax credit, 
backed up by affordable child 
care ... side by side with the 
national minimum wage. 

He said the first wave of re- 
forms aimed at helping the 
young unemployed will start 
with a pilot project in January, 
extending nationwide in April. 
A number of bus and rail com- 
panies would be introducing a 
new pass foryoung people tak- 
ing part in the Government's 
work scheme, cutting fores by 
at least to 50 per cent. 

Projects to find work for the 
disabled, part of the previous- 
ly announced £19Sm pro- 
gramme for people with 
disabilities, would start in the 
spring of next year, with the So- 
cial Security and Education 
and Employment departments 
inviting bids for the first wave. 

Mr Brown added: “Helping 
lone parents into work is the 
most effective long-term way to 
tackle their family poverty. The 
New Deal for lone parents be- 
gan in eight areas in July. Al- 
ready it is yielding results where 
it counts — in higher living stan- 
dards for lone parent famili es. 

“So from next year our wel- 
fare to work programme will be 
extended to help every lone par- 
ent who wants advice and help. 
And from April every single 
parent coming on to benefit will 
be offered help to find work, if 
that is what she or he wants.” 

<■ Mr Brown d aimed that one 
advantage of the Government’s 
programme was that it would 
help restrain economicaity- 
dam aging pay spirals: “The 
more people return to the 
world of work, and the more we 
tackle skill shortages, the less 
pressure there is on employers 
to bid up wages in the short 
term.” 

— Nic Cicutti 




Cold weather allocations to 2 million pensioners this winter will be funded by a redirection of the Ell net payment 

Pensioners promised £20 winter payment top-up 


Almost 7 mB^on pensioneis wQl get help 
with their fuel bills this winter as the 
Chancellor redirects European contri- 
butions to keep old people warm. 

The average pensioner household 
would be up to £100 per year better off 
and poorer pensioner households on in- 
come support up to £130 per year bet- 
ter offwhen the money was coupled with 
VAT cuts, the abolition of the gas levy, 
new competition and tougher regulation 
of the utilities, the Chancellor said. 

The money for the windfall is avail- 
able because this year’s net payments 
to the European Union are expected to 
be £4O0m lower than budgeted for. 

The average pensioner pays about 
£612 a year for fuel, or £1 1 .80 a week. 
But pensioner households spend a 
larger percentage of their income, on 


average 6.7 per cent, on fuel, compared 
with the 4.5 per cent paid by most fam- 
ilies. In 1996/7, more than 5 million cold 
weather payments were made at a total 
cost of more than £42 m. 

The scheme was drawn up by Gor- 
don Brown and Social Security Secre- 
tary Harriet Hannan. 

“[We] are simply not prepared to al- 
low another winter to go by when pen- 
sioners are fearful of turning up their 
heating even in the coldest winter days 
because they do not know whether they 
wil] have the help they need for their 
fuel bills,” said Mr Brown. 

VAT an domestic fuel and power was 
reduced from 8 per rent to 5 percent 
in last sommer's Budget and took effect 
in September. 

Mr Brown said Ihe pensions review 


was looking at the long-term future of 
pension provision in Britain and Ms 
Hannan announced that she was setting 
up pilot projects which would test dif- 
ferent ways of getting pensioners their 
income support. 

The scheme, costing £15m and start- 
ing in April, will aim to find the most 
effective way of getting income support 
to the 1 million pensioners who do not 
claim iL 

Salty Greengross, director general of 
Age Concern, said yesterday the char- 
ity was delighted that the Government 
had recognised pensioners’ need for ex- 
tra financial help with beating bills. 

“The planned payments wiD help the 
poorest pensioneis through the coldest, 
darkest months of the year. It lessens 
the stark choice between food and 


fuel," she said. “Last year 462208 more 
people over 60 died during the winter 
months compared to the summer 
months; we hope the Government will 
continue to act to reduce this death tolL" 

National Pensioners' Convention 
spokesman Jack Jones, the former 
Transport Union leader, said- “This is 
very welcome indeed at the outset of the 
cold weather. Twenty pounds extra for 
a pensioner household is going to be 
very helpful for the 2 million pension- 
ers who live on their own over the age 
of 75 and, of course, for those on income 
support it will mean £50. 

“It will mean they wQl be assured the 
money before suffering the severe 
weather.” 

- Glenda Cooper 


Government 
commits £300m 
to create 30,000 
childcare clubs 


A million children will be able 
to attend after-school dubs as 
part of the drive to get lone par- 
ents off benefits and back into 
work. As part of his pro- 
gramme for making the work- 
place more appealing than 
handouts, Gordon Brown said 
that affordable childcare was 
only one of the areas which 
must be tackled in order to get 
people back to work - with 
“comprehensive tax and bene- 
fit reform" as well as training 
also necessary. 

The long-awaited childcare 
scheme, costing £3 00m was 
welcomed as “tremendous" by 
lone parent groups although 
they said that they were disap- 
£ point eid that nothing had been 

done for mothers who could 
not go back to work. 

The Chancellor called the 
scheme, which wiD establish 
30,000 after-school dubs “the 
h ipgfist investment in child care 
mtfaWmntry”. The five year 
plan wflfbe paid for by the Ex- 
chequer and the new opportu- 
nities fund. To staff the new 
dobs 50,000 young pe°P*e 
be offered training as ^ 
carers through the welfare to 
work programme. 

•A national child care strat- 
egy is no longer the am toon 

of workless parents. It is now. 
the policy of this 

said. Details of the new drflo- 
care programme wifl ^ 
nourtced today 

| Education and Emplay^eut 

* Secretary David Blun^t^ 

the Social Secunty Secretary 
Harriet Hannan. 


Liz Sewell chief executive of 
the lone parents charity 
Gingerbread, said it was 
“tremendous”: “Childcare is 
often the final hurdle lone 
parents have to jump when they 
are trying to get bade to work. 

“A Kids' Chib in every com- 
munity will be a major boost.” 

However, Ms Sewell warned 
the £300 milli on investment 

would be of no comfort to those 
people who are stuck on bene- 
fit through no fault of their own. 

Maeve Sherlock, of The Na- 
tional Council for One Parent 
Bmuhes, said: “Putting good, af- 
fordable childcare within the 
reach of tone parents could help 
provide a route out of poverty 
which so many badly need.” 

The reform of benefits, part 
of the modernisation of the wel- 
fare state, would, start with the 
working families tax credit - 
“cash paid through the wage 
padket directly to families on low 
incomes, side by arte with the na- 
tional mininxnm wage.’ 

It & Kkety to mean thata ben- 
efit payment, Runity Credit, will 
be t ransfo rmed into a tax cred- 
it -so someone retunung to wxk 

would be taxed as normal, fait the 
inlan d Revenue would allow 

him or her to keep a proportion 

of the tax 

A similarsysteffl works in the 

US - Earned Income Thx Cred- 
it (EITQ - where ii is received 

as part ofa taxpayers’ annual tax 

refund cheque, the amount be- 
t*ut BoomI nil tfltsil m the 



Brown urges wage 
restraint to fuel 
economic growth 


Gordon Brown announced plans beginning next April to extend affordable childcare to lone parents and families on benefit 


previous year. 

While onereport found that 
Eire had encouraged SIXyXIO 


there are potential pitfalls. Evi- 
dent presented to the House of 
Commons social security select 
committee by the Child Pover- 
ty Action group said problems 
included the fact that payments 
go to the fermtys main earner 

ra ther than carer and all taxpay- 
etsoeed to file amretum, which 
can ^ particularly difficult for 

peopte moving frequeirity in and 

out of work. 

Mr Brown said the national 
insurance system would be re- 
formed for foe low paid. Under 
the present system anyone earn- 


ing £3,224 pays no National In- 
surance but someone earning 
even £1 more than that is liable 
to pay NI at 2 per cent on the to- 
tal mm. So hundreds of thou- 
sands of people on low pay 
would benefit if the Government 
lifts the level at: which NI begins 
to kick in. 

Mr Brown also announced an 
expansion of the New Deal for 
lonepaieniSL Eight pilot schemes 
offering lone parents person- 


traming and dhfldcareare already 
under way and the scheme will 


be launched nationwide from 
October 1998. A £195m pro- 
gramme to help the long-term 
side and disabled get back to 
work, would see new projects 
starting next spring. 

For young people he an- 
nounced that leading bus and rail 
mmpanies - iiyhiriing National 
Express and Stagecoach - had 
agreed toofier discount travd to 
yotmg people on the New Deal 
programme. 

National Express said it was 
offering half-price fares to 
youngsters on the programme 


who travel on its Havel West 
Midlands coach company as 
well as on four of its franchised 
rail routes - Gatwick Express, 
Central Bains, ScotRaD, and 
Sitve ri ink (formerly North 
London Railways). 

The RAC said today: “Wfe 
welcome thfe. Youngsters who 
have been out of work can find 
public transport expensive, par- 
ticularly if they live m rural areas. 
Anything that helps them with 
their mobility is a good thing.” 

- Glenda Cooper 


Gordon Brown yesterday told 
pay review bodies covering 
1.3 million public service em- 
ployees that there should be no 
salary increases without com- 
pensating improvements in 
productivity. 

In meetings with the bodies' 
chairmen before his pre-Budget 
statement, Mr Brown said the 
Government could not coun- 
tenance any wage increases un- 
less they were financed out of 
existing budgets dictated by the 
previous administration. 

In fresh submissions to the 
bodies yesterday, he reminded 
them that there was no public 
spending round this year and 
there would be no access to the 
Government’s Reserve to fund 
pay increases which breached 
last year’s expenditure limits. 

Although his hardline re- 
marks were made specifically to 
the chairmen of the pay review 
bodies, they were also aimed at 
the five million workers in the 
public sector as a whole and 
employers in private industry 
who may be tempted to in- 
crease wages to cope with skill 
shortages. 

Union leaders In the public 
sector wQl argue that such a pol- 
icy inevitably means thousands 
more job losses ff employees are 
to receive a pay rise. 

The Chancellor told the 
chairmen, whose committees 
cover employees from army 
generals and Whitehall 
mandarins to teachers and 
nurses, that there would have 
to be a responsible approach to 
remuneration. 

While not wishing to im- 
pinge on the independence of 
their committees, he said that 
paying more now would mean 


that the Bank of England might 
increase interest rates. The al- 
ternative was to exercise “pay 
responsibility” with the benefii 
of securing more jobs in future. 

“A responsible approach by 
all those involved in pay bar- 
gaining, combined with success 
of the Government’s labour 
market reforms, would allow 
foe economy to grow faster than 
would otherwise be possible," 
A Treasury statement said. 

In his speech to the House 
of Commons, Mr Brown ac- 
knowledged short-term pay 
pressures were building up be- 
cause of the lack of suitably 
qualified labour. 

“The more that we all take a 
long-term view of what the econ- 
omy can afford, the more we will 
be able to have job creation and 
keep inflation and interest rates 
as low as possible. So we must 
all be long-termists now.” 

He agreed that the Govern- 
ment's reforms would rake time. 
“But it is in no one’s interests if 
today’s pay rise threatens to be- 
came tomorrow’s mortgage rise. 
The worst form of short termism 
would be to pay ourselves more 
today at the cost of fewer jobs 
tomorrow and lower living stan- 
dards In the very near future." 

Tb cope with skill shortages, 
the Chancellor announced pilot 
projects under which any em- 
ployer who took on and trained 
a young or long-term unem- 
ployed person and kept them 
on, could receive “up-front” 
75 per cent of their allocation 
under the Government’s New 
Deal programme. This would 
give immediate help with 
training costs. 

— Barrie Clement 
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Brown learns from past mistakes 
and errs on the side of caution 


The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer sees the healthy state of 
the nation's financ es as a mixed 
blessing. It is better for the Gov 1 - 
erament to have to borrow 
less rather than more, and this 
is the bonus the booming econ- 
omy has delivered since 1 May. 

On the other hand, Gordon 
Brown is determined to resist 
pressures to take advantage of 
this good fortune in order to 
loosen controls on public 
spending. And the pressures ate 
many- health, education, pub- 
lic sector pay, and lone parent 
benefits to name but a few. 

A lower- ihan-expecied pay- 
ment to the EU provided 
£400m extra for pensioners 
this winter and next But there 
were no other changes in 
spending and clear signals that 
the Government will remain 
ultra-tough on pay. 

So the Chancellor was able 
to announce, as widely expect- 
ed, a reduction in the forecast 
level of the Public Sector Bor- 
rowing Requirement this year 
to £9_5bn from the £10.9bn in 
the July Budget (or, excluding 
windfall tax revenues, to £12bn 
from £I33bn). The target for 
□ext financial year was edged 
up to £4.5bn from £4bn. Both 
year's figures are well within the 
ceilings set by the Maastricht 
Treaty. 

The report published after 
the Chancellor's statement yes- 
terday said temporary factors 
explained the better figures 
for government borrowing than 
had been expected in July. 
Strong growth has delivered 
booming lax receipts m the cur- 
rent year. 

More important spending is 
currently lower than last year. 
Most of the reduction in this 
year's PSBR target has been 
made possible by the lower 
level of unemployment, which 
has lopped £1 bn a year off so- 
cial security expenditure. The 
Treasury is also confident of 
staying within the “Control To- 
tal" set by the last government 
and reaffirmed by this one. 

In a pre-emptive strike 
against demands that the 
Chancellor should loosen the 
fiscal straitjackct. the Treasury 
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published a paper earlier this 
week pointing out the perils of 
relaxing control over the pub- 
lic finances at this stage of the 
business Qde, when the figures 
look their most favourable. 
The conclusion was that it was 
better to err on the side of cau- 
tion because h is so painful to 
have to retrench later when the 
economy turns down and the 
outlook for the PSBR takes a 
turn for the worse. 

This was the lesson of the 
late 1980s and early 1990s. As 
the economy boomed. Nigel 
Lawson cut taxes, and spend- 
ing subsequently rose sharply 
in the run-up to the 1992 gen- 
eral election. After the election, 
as the recession deepened, 
taxes had to be raised to bring 
ballooning public sector bor- 
rowing under control. 

Mr Brown spelt it out yes- 
terday. “We will not make the 
mistakes of 1988 and return to 
boom and bust," he said. 

Yet he also promised to in- 
crease spending on priority 
areas. The Comprehensive 
Spending Review, which will set 
spending priorities, is not due 
until to be finished until next 
summer. But meanwhile Mr 
Brown has carved out some 
scope for extra spending. The 
new Domesday Book register 
of public assets will provide one 
method of raising expenditure 
wiLhout busting the limits. 

Departments are to be al- 
lowed to sell assets of a value 
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of up to 3 per cent, of their bud- 
get, adding up to a potential 
£8bn a year for the next three 
years. Although the proceeds 
must be spent on in- 

vestment, not current outgoings, 
they allow higher spen ding 
within the existing cash limit, at 
least for those departments 
which have the initiative and the 
easily saleable assets. 

Yet there was no doubt, 
even in the most sceptical City 
of London dealing rooms, that 
this is one Labour Chauc e Ror 
who does not intend to find 
himself at the mercy of the fi- 
nancial markets after spending 
too much. Marian Bed, an ex- 
pert at Royal Bank of Scotland, 
said: “The fiscal cautions are 
deliberately cautious." like 
other analysts, she welcomed 
Mr Brown’s decision to err con- 
sistently on the side of caution. 

David Bloom, at James 
Capel, said: "Budgets are much 
easier when the cycle is going 
your way, but this is still all em- 
inently senable stuff.” 

Roger Bootle, chief econo- 
mist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“The Chancellor is genuinely 
determined not to repeat ear- 
lier mistakes." 

Yesterday's documents re- 
freshed the pledge to stick to the 
“golden rule" whereby bor- 
rowing will not exceed the gov- 
ernment’s investment spending 
over a business cycle. 

Mr Brown also intends to 
make an annual assessment of 
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the state of the nation's books 
a legal requirement 

This “code for fiscal stabil- 
ity" was outlmed m a document 
published yesterday. It said the 
proposed code would “make 
dear the framework in which 
fiscal policy will operate. It will 
demonstrate the Government’s 
commitment to this framework, 
putting its reputation firmly 
and squarely on the line." 

This too was a winner in the 

financial markfttS- fiariln Ran- 

at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
said: “The market will take 
comfort from the obligation it 
places on the Government not 
to fiddle the numbers." 

Even so, some City econo- 
mists would prefer a still • 
tougher stance, at least in the 
short term. They argue that It 
would allow the Bank of Eng- 


land to be more relaxed about 
interest rates. 

But it was hard for the vig- 
ilantes to find anything to ob- 
ject to in Mr Brown’s statement. 
Even on the assumption that 
Goveroment expenditure grows 
by 225 per cent from 1998/99, 
if that is the outcome of the 
spending review, the Treasury 
forecasts a budget surplus by 
2000/01. If spendmg grows by 
only 0.75 per cent ayear, there 
will bea small surplus by 1999 
and a large one by 2002. 

The moral of this range of 
scenarios is dean, damping 
down on the deficit between ex- 
penditure and revenue now 
wffl create the scope -for in- 
creases in spendmg in die run- 
up to the next general election. 

- Diane Coyle 


There’s not much meat in the 
Chancellor's nouvelle cuisine 



HAMISH 
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Where’s the beef? The latest 
dish from Mr Brown’s new 
restaurant is one of those 
standard North London fash- 
ionable starters: an enormous 
white plate with a tiny mound 
of chargrilled vegetables 
crouching in the middle, sur- 
rounded by large puddles of 
multi-coloured sauces. It looks 
gorgeous when photographed 
for a glassy magazine. But 
there isn’t much to eat 

That may be no bad thing. 
Since the economy ain’t 
broke, there is little point in 
frying to fix ft. But if you mea- 
sure the autumn statement 
against the sort of tests that 
Chancellor would himself ap- 
ply it is hard to avoid a sense 
of disappointment. Is this an 
approach to spending and 
taxation which will be robust 
in the tougher times to come? 
Is that stuff on company tax 
realty for toe long term in the 
sense that it helps companies 
plan for the future? Is it fair 
between generations, given 
the adverse demographic 
trends which will strike in the 
next century? WBl the over- 
all impact on the willingness 
to save be positive? Are there 
serious measures designed 
to help the environment? Is 
the process transparent in 
the sense that we can see how 
money is realty being spent? 

The answer to all those 
questions is that toe words 
mostly sound fine. But we 
don’t know what those words 
actually mean because there 
is no detail yet; and there is 
the odd little fib, not a down- 
right lie, but the occasional 


statement that seems de- 
signed to mislead. 

To explain: autumn state- 

naents like this fell into halves. 

The first half is information 
about what is happening to 
the economy; the second, 
what the government intends 
to do about this. 

Tbe first half is mostly the 
new forecast Here growth this 
year has been slightly faster 

than was thought back in July, 

and inflation seems a touch 
higher too. On the other hand, 
the balance of payments is 
much better: it looks as 
though there wfll be a surplus 
instead Of a deficit 

Bui even in this factual first 
half of the statement there is 
a hint of dishonesty. The 
Treasury's forecast for next 
year is a range: growth be- 
tween 225 and 2.75 per cent. 
That is fine, for the uncer- 
tainties next year look laige. 
But in his speech the Chan- 
cellor suggested that the out- 
come within this range would 
depend on wages. If working 
people did not ask for too 

much money we would get the 

higher growth figure; if we 
tod, the lower one. 

As an economic proposi- 
tion this is ridiculous. There 
are plenty of potential reasons 
why growth may slow down 
next year. These include the 
fen-off of demand in East 
Asia; the knock-on impact of 
that in the ITS; uncertainties 
associated with the single 
currency in Europe; a sharp- 
er-than-expected fell in de- 
mand here because of tbe 
ending of the windfall gains; 
a sudden deterioration of the 
current account. Among that 
pack, a surge of wages is 
pretty far down the list. It is 
a factor, to be sure. But it is 
one among many. 

Now turn to the second 
half of the statement. While 
the words mostly sound fine, 
it is hard not to catch toe odd 
twinge of concern. For ex- 
ample, foetnost substantive 
new information was on com- 
pany taxation. There was a 
load of stuff about toe need 
to improve productivity by in- 


creased investment, which is 
. absolutely right- There, were 
these tax changes, which were 
going to be phased in and 
toere were going to be special 
arrangements for small and 
medium-sized businesses... 
But wait a minute, if these 
t h in g s are supposed to be 
good for business, why do 
grpaii and mednmi-sired busi- 
nesses need to be protected 
by special arrangements? 

Or take the passage 
about toe environment. 
Again, plenty of fine words, 
but tittle of substance. There 
are, for example, toe very 
best reasons for wanting to 
try to protect elderly people 
from the cold, but toe addi- 
tional payments are not a key 
element in energy policy. 
Then to pretend that Iower- 
th an -expected payments to 
the EU suddenly create 
money that was not toere be- 
fore is to create a mislead- 
ing element of ear-marking 
in public finance. 

I mean, just think what 
wonderful things the gov- 
ernment could do for ns if it 
did not have to pay any net 
payments to toe EU at all. 

Because tbe presentation 
of Mr Brown’s ideas has been 
“dumbed down", toere is a 
temptation to assume that he 
is overselling the whole of the 
package: that all policy is de- 
signed to sound nice and look 
good, and that toe substance, 
when it comes, will inevitably 
disappoint That seems a pity, 
because the analysts is spot 
on: productivity, employment, 
stability are absolutely the 
things on which toe govern- 
ment should focus. 

New restaurants usually 
get good reviews. The writers 
want them to succeed and to 
some extent may be loathe to 
criticise in case they are 
wrong and make an enemy. 
Here, we stiQ have not had the 
main course, so it is unfair to 
growl too loudly. The decor 
is great, this starter OK-isb, 
but pre-opening fears that 
there might be more style 
than substance are in danger 
of being realised. No stars yet 


Economic Forecasts 

% changes 

What 


Forecast for 1997 Forecast for 1998 



happened 
in 1996 

Budget 

forecast 

Independent 
consensus forecast 

Budget 

forecast 

Independent 
consensus forecast 

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 

2.50 

3.50 

3.50 

2.25-275 

2.40 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 

of which 

275 

3.75 

3.90 

3.25-3.50 

3.20 

Consumer spending 

3.50 

4.50 

4.50 

3.50-3.75 

3.50 

Fixed investment 

1.75 

3.75 

5.00 

6.00-675 

.5.60 

Government consumption 

£50 

0.25 

0.70 

-125 

0.80 

Change in slocks 

-075 

0.25 

0.40 

055 

; ' 0.30 

TRADE 






Exports 

7.00 

7.50 

6.30 

5.00-525 

4.30' 

Imports 

8.50 

8.00 

7.30 

7.75-8.00 

6.60 . 

BP) 

excluding mortgage payments 

3.25 

2.75 

2.60 

3.00 

2.80 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 

EbSSon 

-0.50 

£25 . 

• 

-0.70 

-7-25 

-7.70 

PSBR 

22.7 

9.50 

9.30 

4.50 

3.90 


Ebffion 


Bullish growth forecast heightens rate fears 


The Chancellor illustrated his 
call for pay restraint yesterday 
by unexpectedly forecasting 
different growth rates for toe 
economy next year. He said if 
salaries were bid up as they 
had been in toe past, gross 
domestic product might grow 
by 2.25 per cent next year. 
With “irage responsibility”, 
however, that growth rate 
might rise to 2.75 per cent 
Economists expressed sur- 
prise at Mr Brown’s bullish as- 
sessment of growth prospects 
for the economy next year and 
the rise in inflation he expects 
to flow from that prolonged 
buoyancy. They feared that the 
Treasury’s higher GDP pro- 
jection and his belief that un- 
derlying inflation would rise to 
perhaps 3 per cent would pro- 
vide ammunition for the 
hawks who wanted to raise in- 
terest rates further from their 
current 7 per cent. 


The economic slowdown 
which many economists expect 
next year will be deferred un- 
til 1999, according to the 
official estimates, especially if 
toe Chancellor is right in his 
assumption that labour mar- 
ket reforms succeed in raising 
the growth rate trend signifi- 
cantly. . 

Mr Brown’s GDP growth 
range for next year surprised 
analysts, who had expected a 
hint that toe Asian crisis might 
put downward pressure on 
economic growth. They were 
surprised that toe Chancellor 
said the risks were, if anything, 
on the upside. The Treasury 
view compared with the con- 
sensus of independent fore- 
casts this month of 2.4 per cent 
nnrf toe Ran ic of England's im- 
plied growth forecast of 
around 2 per cent. 

There was also surprise at 
toe Treasury’s estimate of the 


Government’s borrowing re- 
quirements for both this year 
and next Forecasts of a £12bn 
PSBR this year, excluding the 
benefit of toe windfall tax, and 
a £6bn requirement next time, 
were higher than most pre- 
dictions and represented an 
upward reviaon from the fore- 
casts made at toe time of toe 
July Budget 

David Coleman, UK econ- 
omist at CIBC said: “The 
market was always was going 
to judge it on new PSBR pro- 
jections and toe outlook for 
GDP growth. In both aspects 
the markets will be a little dis- 
appointed. This does put pres- 
sure back on the Bank of 
England to raise rates. The 
deficit is not falling as much 
as we would have liked." 

Glenn Davies, chief econ- 
omist at Credit Lyonnais, 
agreed with his colleagues’ 
downbeat assessment, but saw 


a hidden political agenda at 
work: “From a market per- 
spective, the PSBR revision 
downwards was not quite as big 
as one would have imagined, 
looking at toe data. It’s per- 
haps a tittle bit disappointing 
but may partly be a political 
gambit. They are trying to 
control public spending and 
obviously if the PSBR was to 
be revised down very sharpty 
it makes it more difficult for 
him when he’s arguing with ex- 
penditure departments to 
keep spending down." 

On inflation, Ciaran Barr, 
UK economist at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, was sur- 
prised that the Chancellor in- 
creased his estimate for 
growth in the retail price in- 
dex from last July’s 2.75 per 
cent to 3 per cent. He said: 
“Admittedly he's got it falling 
back to 2^5 per cent in 1999 
and 2000 but even so it does 


put a tittle bit of a question 
mark on the outlook for 
inflation next year. It cer- 
tainty differs from what the 
Bank of England has in its 
inflation target.” 

Andrew Snowball, Euro- 
pean economist at Julius Baer 
Investments, saw a tacit mes- 
sage to the now-independent 
Bank of England in the infla- 
tion forecast “I was a little bit 
surprised for the forecast for 
inflation ... above tbe 23 per 
cent target for the fourth 
quarter of next year. You 
could read some kind of mes- 
sage from the Chancellor to 
the Bank of England not to 
ease up where interest rates 
are concerned. The growth 
forecast was perhaps a tittle 
stronger than I expected. They 
are obviously fairly upbeat 
on the economy." 

—Tom Stevenson 


Devil in the detail of family tax credit changes 


Gordon Brown called yesterday 
for an informed debate on tax 
and benefit policy. But his own 
preferences were sketched out 
in insufficient detail for people 
to be able to contribute effec- 
tively, a result perhaps of the 
Government’s difficulties in de- 
signing a reformed welfare state. 

Tackling the barriers to tak- 
ing work is a key objective of this 
Government and the Chancel- 
lor announced a series of tax 
and benefit reforms designed to 
reward work. He went further, 
proposing a plan to integrate 
taxes and benefits “involving 
action at every level". 

A working family tax cred- 
it paid to families on low in- 
comes directly through toe 
wage packet was toe most rad- 
ical proposed change. Mr 
Brown claimed it would have 
a high take-up because it is de- 
livered through the tax system 
rather than as a welfare bene- 
fit and it would provide a clear 


link between financial rewards 
and work. This sounds attrac- 
tive, but, as ever with tax policy, 
tbe devil is in the detail. 

To start with, there are four 
questions that still need 
answers. 

First, will toe working fern- 
fly tax credit replace or sup- 
plement Family Credit? If it is 
a supplement to Family Cred- 
it it nail be expensive and the 
Government will have two 
policy tools designed to do a 
similar thing. If it replaces 
Family Credit, we need to 
know bow it will link with 
other taxes and benefits to 
create a simpler and more 
easily understood system 

Second, how will toe Gov- 
ernment ensure children re- 
ceive adequate support? 
Employees within families will 
receive the new credit, not the 
mothers, as is toe case with 
Family Credit today. This will 
transfer resources from women 


to men within families, as men 
are usually still toe breadwin- 
ners in a family, and will reopen 
the debate over whether it is 
better to subsidise the wallet or 
the purse. The chart shows 
this effect. It models toe aver- 
age gain/loss in net income for 
women and men if Family 
Credit was simply paid to toe' 
earner rather than the mother. 
Men would gain unambigu- 
ously at toe expense of women 
by over £5 per week for all cou- 
ples with gross earnings be- 
tween £50 and £150 per week. 
Women lose a corresponding 
amount. 

Third, on whose income 
wiD toe credit be evaluated? 
The Government will have a 
choice of evaluating entitlement 
to working family tax credits ei- 
ther on individuals or fa m ilie s . 
If it were to chose individuals, 
it would be easy to administer 
in the tax system. The problem 
with individual assessment is 


m 


that it would divert resources 
to low income individuals in 
rich families and these people 
do not face problems of low fi- 
nancial rewards of work. 

The Government could as- 
sess entitlement on family in- 
come. This would target low 
income families but would 
make administration within 
toe income tax system ex- 
tremely difficult Imagine the 
tax authorities having to com- 
pare incomes across a married 
or even cohabiting, couple, 
each time it spots a low wage 
individual in the system. This 
could be solved by asking fam- 
ilies to daim in order to get the 
new tax credit but then there 
would be little difference to the 
current Family Credit scheme. 

Fourthly, over what time 
period would it be assessed? In- 
come tax is annually assessed 
and benefits designed to sup- 
port tow income families are as- 
sessed fortnightly. This sensibly 


reflects a desire to minimise ad- 
ministrative costs of income tax 
and ensure that families are al- 
ways guaranteed a minim um in- 
come. If a tax credit is simply 
included in toe income tax sys- 
tem, there have to be end-of- 
year adjustments to ensure the 
correct amount of credit was 
paid. This will mean many 
more families than now will 
have to file tax returns and low 
income families might even be 
presented with a tax demand at 
year-end they cannot afford. 

Ultimately, there does seem 
to be a fundamental choice fac- 
ing the Government. Either in- 
troduce toe tax credit in the 
income tax system and face up 
to these four problems, amongst 
others, or keep a separate ad- 
ministration, income tax in 
name only, and accept the new 
credit might not feel that dif- 
ferent to Family Credit for 
rfaimants . 

There were other tax and 
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benefit measures announced 
yesterday. Mr Brown an- 
nounced possible reforms to 
the structure of National In- 
surance Contributions for low 
wage earners, which would be 
very welcome but could be ex- 
pensive. ■ Similar reforms in 
1989 cost over £3bn and the 




cost of a full-scale reform to 
employer contribu lions would 
be higher now. 

He also repeated his com- 
mitment to introduce a 10p 
starting rate of income tax 
when possible, reduce the rate 
at which means-tested benefits 
taper off to reduce toe poverty 


trap and intro duce/a minimum 
wage. Yet toe centrepiece of the 
tax and benefit Measures was 
the working famdy tax credit, 
and many questions there re- 
main to be answered. 

i ; 

- Chris Giles, Institute 
for Fjscal Studies 
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Business fears £8bn hit from phased abolition of ACT 

Business estimated last niohi thir u _ .... ■ nf<m fn nviiicr 


Business estimated last night that it would 
be biihons of pounds worse off as a result 
of the reforms of the corporation tax regime 
proposed by the Chancellor. The benefit 
to the Ireasuiy is forecast to be about 
£7.5bn over the four years following 1999 
the year when the measures are intended 
-to be introduced. 

While the decision to abolish advance 
corporation tax (ACT) was last night 
broadly welcomed by companies and their 
advisers, they claimed that the planned in- 
troduction of quarterly tax payments 
would have a huge effect on cashflow. 
There was also concern about the confu- 
sion and complexity that might result 
from the transition arrangements. 

One particular cause of worry was al- 
layed by the revelation in documents re- 
leased by the Inland Revenue (IR) after 
Gordon Brown had sat down that individual 
taxpayers would not incur any loss addi- 
tional to that suffered as a result of the end- 
ing of the dividend tax credit announced 
in the July Budget. This is because the tax 
credit will be retained, despite the aboli- 
tion of ACT. 


But accountants are concerned that it 
might also prevent British-based multina- 
tionals, such as BAT and I Cl, from using 
up the great ACT surpluses that they have 
^cumulated as a result of their strong earn- 
ings overseas. 

The move against ACT - which had 
been widely predicted in the wake of the 
Budget's ending of the tax credit on divi- 
dends - had been expected to benefit multi- 
nationals at the expense of other 
companies, such as retailers and banks 
which receive most of their earnings in the 
domestic market. But advisers are now un- 
sure about who will benefit most - though 
water companies, which had been able to 
offset much of their tax liability through 
their heavy investment programmes, are 
predicted to emerge as clear winners. 

Paul Wopshott, tax partner wilh ac- 
countants Price Waterhouse, said: ‘Al- 
though from April 1999 their ACT surplus 
'nil] no longer get bigger because of the abo- 
lition of ACT, they wfl] find it no more or 
less easy to get at their past surplus because 
of the introduction of 'shadow' ACT - a 
system whereby companies wiD have to pre- 


tend u account for ACT whenever they pay 
a dividend.’’ 

He added: “Under present rules, the 
amount of past surplus ACT which can be 
set against a corporation tax liability is lim- 
ited by current year ACT which has to be 
used first. The Government is to replace 
this rule with a limitation by reference to 
current year ‘shadow’ ACT leaving the 
company’s historic position unchanged. 
Some major corporates will probably still 
find it impossible to make a dent in their 
ACT mountain for the foreseeable future." 

He and counterparts elsewhere are pre- 
dicting that companies will use “the win- 
dow of opportunity" created by the 
announcement of the end of ACT to re- 
turn funds to shareholders through extra- 
large foreign income dividends, a technique 
that Mr Brown has already pledged to end. 
Q'ty observers believe that the removal of 
ACT is likely to lead to a wave of share buy- 
backs among companies that haw: previously 
been deterred from making such a move as 
they would have faced higher tax bills. 
Philip Isberwood, equity strategist at Mer- 
rill Lynch, predicted that companies were 


likely to buy bad; up to 5 per cent of the 
stock market by 1999, which would have 
the effect of increasing corporate earnings 
by 1 .5 per cent. Mr Isberwood also predicts 
that the reduction in the corporation tax 
on companies wOl increase earnings by 2 
per cent. He said: “This is good news for 
equities, although we will have to wait for 
some time for the benefits.” 

Marik Tinker, equity strategist at UBS, 
agreed that the removal of ACT would 
mean more share buy backs, especially 
among the utility groups. However, he 
pointed out that the Chancellor’s statement 
did not tell the whole story. Mr Tinker sai± 
“This has whetted appetites rather than sat- 
isfied them. We don’t know about capital 
gains lax and the tax treatment of dividends. 
This is only one piece in the jigsaw.” ACT 
and tax crests on dividends were a by-prod- 
uct of the imputation system introduced 
in Britain in 1 973 in an effort to reduce dou- 
ble taxation. ACT was triggered when a cor- 
poration paid a dividend. The company 
would pay shareholders a dividend net of 
the starting rale of income tax and would 
pay the tax direct to the IR where it would 
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View from the City: The whole thing is a damp sqirib,’ said one expert. ‘1 think the analysts wffl welcome it because they can go home eariy’ 


Photograph: MSI 


Business groups reacted with dismay last 
A night to news that companies would face 
• a bill of almost £Sbn from changes to the 
corporate tax system, but welcomed Gor- 
don Brown's emphasis on training and long 
term economic stability. 

There was also disappointment that the 
Chancellor failed to give more details on 
key elements on the Government’s tax and 
welfare policies, including changes to cap- 
ital gains tax and the introduction of in- 
dividual savings accounts. 

The Confederation of British Industry 
warmly welcomed the decision to abolish 
advance corporation tax (ACT), but 
warned that it would strongly oppose the 
cost to business of the move to paying cor- 
poration tax bills “on account” through 


Tax reforms draw mixed 
reaction from business 



panies from 1999 would benefit the Ex- 
chequer by £7.7bn. 

Adair Turner, Director General of the 
CBL said: “The figures set out ... suggest 
a negative impact on corporate cash flow 

for the initial four years. We will argue 

strongly for changes to ensure this does not 
occur.” 

Kale Barter, the CBTs chief economist, 
added that the transition could result m a 
fe “bio hit" for the corporate sector. "The sj®- 
lem will create winners and lasers. This realty 
is jam tomorrow.” Responding to the attads. 
TiSsuiy sources said last night that the tran- 
sition^ period was “up for di*ussro£ 

Chy experts were also quick to highlight 


the impact of the tax changes on business. 
Richard Kerseiy, equity strategist at BZW 
said: “Cutting corporation tax and ACT is 
headline grabbing, but the Exchequer 
wins. This will not be terribly helpftd to 
many companies.” 

BAT the tobacco and financial services 
giant, claimed it would be a major bene- 
fidaiy from the abolition of ACT given its 
plans to demerge its financial services and 
tobacco businesses. David Allvey, finance 
director and chairman of the tax commit- 
tee of the 100 Group, said: “It's obviously 
a great belp to the prospects of a stand 
alone tobacco company which will make 
most of its money outside the UK. It’s an 
encouraging sign that the Government is . 
not only l istening but is interested in gen- 
uine consultation." 

The Institute of Directors was more pos- 
itive about the the tax changes, pointing 
to the 1 per cent cut in the rate of corpo- 
ration tax as “excellent” news. Richard 
Baron, taxation executive at the IOD.said 
the move to quarterly corporation rax pay- 
ments was “inevitable”. But he added that 
the abolition of ACT was “wonderful” for 
companies. 

Companies were also disappointed at 


what they said was a shortage of concrete 
proposals in the Green Budget, which some 
described as “dull". Christopher Haskins, 
chairman of Northern Foods, sai± “It 
looks like pretty predictable stuff. He’s got 
plenty to think about but, as a lot of peo- 
ple expected, he’s not revealing his hand.” 

TteOiyfwiDd few surprises in tbe Green 
Budget- Bob Semple, equity strategist at 
NatWest Markets said: “The whole thing is 
a damp squib. I think the analysts will welcome 
it because they can go home eariy." 

Richard Key, strategist at ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett agreed. He said: "This Bud- 
get is disappointing for gilts as the reduc- 
tion in PSBR were not as large as expected 
in this financial year and next. The Chan- 
cellor has also highlighted the fact that ris- 


- The Chancellor's rebuke to companies 
on the dangers of spiralling wage inflation 
drew sharp criticism from businesses which 
claimed they were forced .to pay higher 
salaries in competitive industries. Siemens, 
the I TK arm of the German ind ust rial giant 
which has invested billions in Britain over 
the past five years, doubted whether the 
call would have much effect. 

‘There’s a finite pool of people and the 


labour market is a free market The more 
that companies start up computer chip 
plants in the UK the more managers’ 
salaries will go up as it becomes harder to 
find the right people.” 

Kate Barker from the CBI said com- 
panies recognised the inflationary poten- 
tial highlighted by Mr Brown. But she 
continued: "The mechanism to restrain pay 
will be the difficult competitive position for 
manufacturers.” 

Norman Rose, head of the Business Ser- 
vices Association, argued the call for pay 
restraint was necessary. “The issue is 
really a moral one. He’s saying bosses in 
industry must not be seen to be taking un- 
duly large increases. It is appropriate for 
restraint to be exercised across industry.” 

The Engineering Employers Federa- 
tion said it welcomed the general sentiment 
of the Chancellor's announcement cm train- 
ing and skill shortages and macroeconom- 
ic stability. But a spokesman questioned Mr 
Brown's argument that the strong pound was 
preferable to a damaging short term boom. 
“We remain very concerned about the ef- 
fects of a strong pound. Export order books 
are at their lowest level for three years.” 

Mr Rose said Mr Brown’s statement 
showed New Labour had not reneged on 
its promises to business. “This says that 
Labour are much more a party of social 
democracy, with a fair balance between in- 
dividuals and companies.” 

— Chris Godsmark 
and Sdmeena Ahmad 


Kickstart for Britain’s artistic entrepreneurs 
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gether to remove all barriers to produc- 
tivity in these areas and to enhance 
growth and investment “not least for 
inn ovative <wibII businesses he said. 

He added that this year entrepreneurs 
in small and medium sized businesses 
could draw on the Government’s £200m 
doubling of capital allowances to invest 
in new technology. From next year* the 
new National Endowment for Science, 
Technology and the Arts will make grants 
to encourage creative relents. 

.Plans to help hi-tech companies find 


backers and remove barriers to their 
growth were also announced as part of a 
wide-ranging attempt to improve Britain’s 
poor record in research and development 
The Chanceflar said he was keen to make 
it easier for small businesses to gain ac- 
cess to venture capital funding, to create 
jobs and create a more entrepreneurial 
culture. 

A working group has been estab- 
lished to examine the issue. It will be 
chaired by Keith McCullagh, chief exec- 
utive of the pharmaceutical develop- 


ment company British Biotech, and ad- 
dress the barriers which stand in the way 
of young, growing hi-tech companies. The 
group will produce a final report in six 
months time with an interim report in 
January. 

In July, the Government was cheered 
by the British film industry when it an- 
nounced a 100 per cent tax write-off on 
production and acquisition costs for 
British films with a budget of £ 15m or less. 

- Nigel Cope 


count as a payment in advance of part of 
the company's tax bQL 

In proposing a system of quarterly in- 
stalments, the Government is attempting 
to move the United Kingdom closer to the 
practice in such countries as the United 
States. It is proposed that this be Linked 
with the introduction of self-assessment 
so that companies will face having to base 
their payments on their expected tax lia- 
bility for the current year rather than their 
past year. Advisers expect companies to 
challenge this in the consultation period 
on the grounds that it will pul too much 
of an administrative burden on them. 

The IR is proposing that the instalment 
system be introduced over four years, ac- 
counting for 60 per cent of tax liability in 
the first year, 72 per cent in the second, 
88 per cent in the third and 100 per cent 
in the fourth. For medium-sized compa- 
nies - those with pre-tax profits of between 
£330,000 and £Um - the figures will be 
half these, while small companies - those 
earning less than £3130,000 —will be exempt. 

Business was more enthusiaaic about oth- 
er aspects to the changes to the corporate 


tax regime. The plan to reduce the rate from 
31 per cent, already an all-time UK low, to 

30 per cent from April 1999 was obviously 
^etomed, while the promise of changes to 

capital gains tax in the nest Budget was seen 

as a balance to the attack on investment 


QUescuuy tr _ . . , . 

Green of the solicitors Eversheds said it 
would boost long-term investment. 

Although Mr Brown followed the ex- 


ample Ui UU 1 C 1 — ~ o _ 

serious he was about combating tax avoid- 
ance, details issued by the IR suggest that 
the lobbying against a general anti-avoid- 
ance regime has been successful, and spe- 
cific areas of abuse will be targeted instead. 

Financial directors responding to a re- 
cent survey generally supported further in- 
vestigations of tax-avoidance schemes, 
but advisers warned that such a piecemeal 
approach could lead to the introduction of 
flawed legislation which would increase un- 
certainty at a time when the Government 
was said to be keen to make taxation of 
companies simpler and fairer. 

— Roger Trapp 


Conjuring a solution to the 
corporation tax conundrum 



BILL 

ROBINSON 


Those of us who have been campaign- 
ing for years fora Green Budget-where 
“Green" means consultative, as in Green 
Paper, not environmental as in Green 
Taxes - we awaited Gordon Brown's 
statement with huge curiosity. 

Would it be like a real budget -a list 
of proposed measures - but with a built 
in implementation lag to give people time 
to argue against measures they hated? 
Or would it be a list of reform options, 
like the Institute for Fiscal Studies’ Green 
Budget with an invitation to interested 
parties to argue in favour of options that 
took their fancy? Or would it just be a 
macro-economic framework with an in- 
dication of the amount available for 
spending plus an indication of the areas 
of the tax system that the Chancellor was 
looking at? 

Jn the event we got a bit of all three. 
The Chancellor promised to consult on 
North Sea taxes, on environmental tax- 
es, on alcohol and on charities. He in- 
dicated, without making concrete 
proposals, that he was hugely interest- 
ed in getting the tax and benefit system 
to motivate people to move from wel- 
fare to work. And then he coolly pro- 
duced a fully worked out and costed 
corporation tax package which includ- 
ed die abolition of Advance Corporation 
Tax and a further cut in the headline cor- 
poration tax rate. Moreover, he has 
found a way of making these popular 
pro-business changes create an in- 
crease in government revenue. More on 
this conjuring trick later. 

Corporation tax bad to feature 
prominently in this not-quite-a-Budget 
because the Chancellor had got himself 
into a bit of a mess in July, and this was 
his first opportunity to dear it up. The 
UK has an imputation system of cor- 
poration tax. This is supposed to prevent 
the double taxation of dividends that oc- 
curs if profits are taxed first under the 
corporation tax system and then again 
under the income tax system when they 
are distributed as dividends. 

The way it works is that the compa- 
ny makes a tax payment, called Advance 
Corporation Tkx (ACT), which is linked 
to the distribution of dividends. The 
Advance Corporation Tkx then counts 
both as a payment on account toward the 
total Corporation Tkx bill, and as a part 
payment of the income tax bill on the 
dividend. These arrangements have long 
been disliked by companies that pay out 
high dividends, whose advance pay- 
ments of corporation tax are greater than 
their total liability - a condition known 
as Surplus ACT This can easily happen 
to international companies headquar- 
tered m the UK, who distribute dividends 
based on worldwide profits, but only have 
mainstream corporation tax liability on 
UK profits. It can also happen to com- 
panies who choose to signal their long 
term confidence in the future by main - 
taining dividends when profits dip in a 
recession. 

The Surplus ACT problem has also 
afflicted the water companies who were 
given large capital allowances as a dowry 
ou privatisation and benoc have smaD tax- 
able profits. In his July budget the 
Chancellor dealt a couple of body blows 
to the Advance Corporation Tax system. 
He derided that tax credit paid to pen- 
sion funds would not be repayable. And 


he held down the income lax bills of high- 
er rate taxpayers by reducing the rate of 
income tax applied to dividends. So the 
link between paying corporation tax in 
advance and relieving payment of income 

tax was seriously ruptured then. He bas 
now broken the connection altogether. 
There wifi still be imputation - recipients 
of dividends will get a tax credit, associ- 
ated wifo the payment of corporation lax. 
But it will not be linked to the advance 
corporation paid when dividend is dis- 
tributed. 

By abolishing Advance Corporation 
Tax the Chancellor gets rid of the prob- 
lem of surplus ACT This will make him 
popular with the large m ultinationals and 
wilh the water companies. It will continue 
Labour’s love affair with business and 
will certainly go down better with Mr 
Blair than with the troops on the back 
benches. 

It also deals with the problem creat- 
ed In the July budget which made it vexy 
attractive to use the system of Foreign 
Income Dividends (FEDs) to reduce sur- 
plus ACT Tb the extent that this revenue 
would have disappeared anyway, as 
companies changed their behaviour to 
take advantage of FIDs, the abolition of 
ACT costs less than Inland Revenue cal- 
culations, based on constant behaviour, 
suggest So it is a sellable reform, which 
tidies up much of the mess left by the 
over-hasty July budget But how has the 
Chancellor managed to pull off the trick 


How has the 
Chancellor 
managed to pull 
off the trick of 
cutting a tax rate 
and raising 
revenue all at the 
same time? 


of cutting a tax rate and raising revenue 
all at the same time? 

The answer lies in the arithmetic of 
early payment If corporation tax is ex- 
pected to rise reasonably rapidly over the 
next couple of years, reflecting buoyant 
profits in the boom, then bringing pay- 
ments of corporation tax forward pro- 
duce an increase in revenues for three 
years. From a tax-design point of view 
it is brilliant. Incentives to invest are in- 
creased by the lower tax rate, but com- 
panies face what is effectively an 
additional lump sum tax for a few years. 
Such taxes are always unpopular and 
sometimes unfair, but they scarcely af- 
fect incentives. 

So this package of measures, if im- 
plemented as announced, will be bad for 
corporate cash flow. The corporate sec- 
tor wffl squeri loudly. But Mr Brawn can 
say with his hand on his heart that this 
is another budget for investment 

The main reason for this is that he 
has proffered an olive branch to the in- 
ternational business community. He is 
right to do so because the multination- 
als are a footloose breed. They can in- 
vest anywhere in the world. If you tax 
them more heavily in the UK they wifi 
do their new investment somewhere else, 
taking the jobs, the profits and the tax 
revenues with them. 

By abolishing ACT the Chancellor 
has made the UK a more attractive en- 
vironment in which to locate an in- 
ternational company, and a more 
attractive place to invest. 

Biil Robinson is a director 
of London Economics 
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Pensioners' handout 
buys off backbench 
welfare rebellion 


Cordon Brown loured the 
Commons tea room after his 
pre-Budget statement to rein- 
force his message to Labour 
MPs that he was not treating 
single parents harshly. 

The Chancellor appeared to 
have quelled the threat of a 
growing rebellion over the £6 
-a-week cut in lone-parent ben- 
efit with his package of help for 
p ensi oners and single parents. 

He emerged smiling after 
being given a warm reception 
for the Christmas bew he had 
just announced to help keep 
pensioners warm this winter. 
Many MPs saw the package as 
a downpayment on the spring 
Budget. 

“They will see this as an act 
of good faith by the Govern- 
ment, 1 ' said Valery Davey, the 
Labour MP who defeated 
William Waldegrave for the 
Bristol West seat in May. 

Ms Davey had been lobbied 
on Monday by constituents for 
action on help with paying for 
home insulation. She said the 
Chancellor’s decision to cut 
VAT on energy saving material 
was “sensible, will create jobs 
and probably will be self fi- 
nancing". 

There were grumblings of 
discontent from left-wing 
Labour MPs that the Chancel- 
lor had found money to cut 
Corporation Tax but had failed 
to answer the criticism over the 
cut in welfare for future lone 


parents, the threat to mine rs’ 
jobs, and possible cuts in ben- 
efit for the disabled. 

While there were no buns 
thrown in the tea room, the 
Chancellor had faced brickbats 
in the chamber over his refusal 
to back down over the cuts in 
benefits. 

Audrey Wise, the Labour 
MP for Preston, who led a 
Commons morion protesting at 
the cut, urged him to think 
again. “Your own figures make 
it quite dear that it is not nec- 
essary to abolish benefits for 
lone parents. 

“In view of the fact that abo- 
lition of these benefits impov- 
erishes the poorest children, 
deepens the poverty trap and 
is generally a disincentive to 
work, can I ask you to look 
again at this matter, bearing in 
mind that this is not only about 
economic growth? 

“Children’s growth is dam- 
aged by poverty.” 

The Chancellor told her the 
priority must be to enable lone 
parents who want to work to get 
into work. That was the mes- 
sage he took to the tea room, 
and although there were still 
grumbles around the corridors 
ia Westminster from some 
Labour MPs, the balk of the 
party was behind him. 

Alan Howarth, the employ- 
ment and equal opportunities 
minister, had worked on the 
scheme to help lone parents 


into work, and returned to his 
office to find the phones "red 
hot” with calls welcoming the 
announcement, including one 
from the KidYGub Network, 
which said:- “Parents and chil- 
dren around foe country will be 
very happy." 

One Labour MP with a rep- 
utation for independence said 
the test of the Chancellor’s 
statement was the reaction of 
the Tory MPa. “The glumness 
on foe Tbty side said it all,” said 
David Winnick, foe member for 
Walsall North. 

Mr W innic k believed the 
Chancellor had the support of 
the majority of foe Parliamen- 
tary Labour ferty for his pack- 
age, although he had 
complained to Mr Brown about 
the threat of means-testing for 
benefits for the disabled and 
asked him to consider the rep- 
resentations made by Lord 
Ashley and Lord Morris, two 
campaigners for disabled rights. 

The Tories believe the fig- 
ures will begin to unravel before 
foe Budget Michael Jade, Tbxy 
spokesman on agriculture, said 
the £400m recouped from the 
EU to pay for part of the pack- 
age came from underspending 
on farm programmes. Hill 
f ann ers were also losing £60m 
in support “They are some of 
the poorest farmers in the 
country,” he said. 


- Colin Brawn 


Consultation is to replace 
the element of surprise 


The Government launched a 
new approach to management 
of the public finances yesterday 
by promising to consult on all 
aspects of the budgetary 
process. The Government 
promised that the Budget 
would contain detailed mea- 
sures to root out tax avoidance 
and would indude reform of 
capital gains tax. 

Budgets have traditionally 
been characterised by a large el- 
ement of surprise, with most of 
their measures on taxation tak- 
ing immediate effect. 

The Chancellor wants to 
take this speculative element 
out of the process, so that Bud- 
gets are seen more as a rolling 
programme of evolution and 
development with most mea- 
sures subject to detailed debate 
before implementation. To this 
end. a series of consultations 
were announced yesterday. 

The Chancellor said he 
wanted a national debate on the 
main economic issues facing 
Britain as he opened up tbe 
Government’s thinking on eco- 
nomic policy for public scruti- 


ny and comment before final 
Budget decisions were made. 

In his pre-Budget statement, 
Gordon Brown insisted: “We 

are consulting in all areas where 

it is right to consult, taking ac- 
tion in all those areas where ac- 
tion is needed and putting to the 
country the choices for debate 
-choices that can be made only 
by all of us." 

Besides the Treasury's 112- 
page “Pre-Budget Report” de- 
tailing the Government’s 
long-term economic objectives, 
the Chancellor also yesterday 
published “A Code for Fiscal 
Stability”, intended to encour- 
age transparency and open- 
ness in the way the public 
finances are managed, and a 
consultation on foe proposed 
abolition of advance corpora- 
tion tax. 

Government proposals for 
new individual savings ac- 
counts, intended to replace 
PEPS and Tessas and to be in- 
troduced from April 1999, are 
to be published next Thesday. 

Also promised shortly are 
proposals from the Secretary of 


State for Education and Em- 
ployment for “individual learn- 
ing accounts" and for the 
University for Industry. 

Other consultations under 
way include anti-tax-avoidance 
measures, and the taxati on of 
North Sea ofl, alcohol, tobacco 
and charities. On Thursday, a pa- 
per on ways to deal with water 
pollution is to be published 
while proposals on how tbe tax 

system can be made to reflect tbe 
Government’s environmental 
objectives are to be published in 
time for next week’s summit in 
Kyoto, Japan. Longer-term re- 
views include the future of seo- 
ond-tier pension arrangements 
and detailed measures for an in- 
tegrated tax and benefit plan. 

Mr Brown said that bis pre- 
Budget report would help 
“build the foundations of a 
shared understanding and sense 
of national economic purpose 
between government, business 
and individuals. This is essen- 
tial if Britain is to succeed in tbe 
global market place”. 


— Jeremy Warner 



Brown puts 


focus on 



and energy 


The Chancellor announced an 
energy-saving move which, will 
help thousands more poor 
households to keep warm while 

cutting pollution. 

He said that tomorrow 
tbe Deputy Prime Min ister John 
Prescott would unveil proposals 
for a tax on water pollution. 
Firms would be charged ac- 
cording to how much damage 
their industrial emissions did to 
sea and river life- 

Mr Brown cut VAT on ener- 
gy saving measures under the 

Home Energy Efficiency 
Scheme from 17.5 per cent to 
5 per cent That, he said, would 
add an extra 40,000 low income 
homes a year to the 400,000 per 
annum having loft and cavity 
wall insulation, draughtproofing, 
hot water tank lagging and oth- 
er fuel and power saving mate- 
rial installed. To qualify for the 

full payments, occupants have to 

be on state benefits such as 
family credit or jobseekers al- 
lowance. The maximum grant is 
£315 but the average is £170. 

Environmental groups were 
disappointed that Mr Brown 
did not cut VAT on energy sav- 
ing goods to 5 per cent for 
everyone - foe same level as VAT 
on gas and electricity. It is a 
move they have long been cam- 
paigning for, on the grounds that 

it would boost fuel saving by hun- 
dreds of thousands of house- 
holds and make a substantial cut 

in Britain’s emissions of cli- 
mate-changing carbon dioxide 
gas. The Treasury maintains 
that such a cut may conflict with 
European Union law. 

Charles Secret!, director of 
Friends of the Earth, asked: “If 
they can cut VAT on fuel down 
to 5 per cent without problems 
in Europe, then why not on en- 
ergy saving goods too?” 

“What the Chancellor has 
done for low income house- 
holds is a step in the right di- 
rection, but we think it should 
apply to everyone.” 

The energy efficiency scheme 
has insulated 2J2 million low in- 
come homes around Britain. 
F-a ga, foe Newcastle-based com- 
pany which runs the government 
scheme, says each insulated 
home cuts the carbon dioxide 
emissions it is responsible for by 
one tonne a year. The scheme 
also keeps 4,000 people em- 
ployed installing the insulation. 
Grants are also available for any 
householder aged over 60, but 
only for a quarter of the cost. 

While the Government is 
pressing ahead with planning a 
water pollution tax, as pres- 
saged in the last Budget, there 
was no further mention of the 
idea of a tax on quarrying- Nor 
was there any talk of new trans- 
port taxes. 

- Nicholas Schoon 


Package that aims to ‘meet the people’s priorities’ 
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The Chancellor promised to focus on 
“foe people’s priorities” when he made the 
first annual pre-budget statement. There 
were gifts for lone parents and pensioners, 
but tough words on public spending and 
pay. 

There were cheers from the Labour 
benches as Gordon Brown said be would 
make life easier for pensioners this win- 
ter. In his speech, he managed to please 
MPS who had complained about benefit 
cuts without having to budge from his tough 
line on spending. 

“This is a government that keeps its 
promises and is prepared to take action 
where action needs to be taken, he said. 
“A government that is meeting foe people s 
priorities, even as we confront the difficult 
choices our country must make to build for 
the long term." 

While cuts in Lone Parent Benefit wui 
grill be implemented as planned, there was 
some comfort for those who have com- 
plained about the move. An offer of work 
for every unemployed lone parent, origi- 
nally planned as a pOot scheme from April 
1998 and as a national scheme from next 
October, would now be brought in across 
the country in April. Mr Brown an- 
nounced. 

He also produced more money for pen- 
sioners to pay their winter fuel bills after 
a row about his recent refusal to increase 

cold weather payments. , . 

He promised to use £400m saved from 
the EU budget to pay on extra £20 to each 
pensioner household, and £50 t<? almost 
2 million pensioners on income* SUPPJ* 1 ’ 
before the bills would need to be paid. 


There would also be more money for 
fhiifi care and health, he- said. An extra 
£300m had been budgeted over five years 
to set up as many as 30,000 out-of-school 
dubs for nearly a million children. To staff 
them. 50,000 unemployed young people 
would be given six months’ training under 
foe New Deal - paid for by the Windfall 
Uls - as child carers. 

On health, there was a hint of more 
money on top of £3 00m extra this year for 
foe NHS and £l-2bn next year - though 
there was no imme diate promise of cuts 
in waiting lists. 

■As our comprehensive spending review 
reallocates resources towards higher pri- 
ority areas, there will be real year-on-year 
increases In spending on front-line patient 
care," Mr Brown said. 

There were two other measures to help 
foe low-paid and the unemployed. The 
Chancellor promised a review of Nation- 
al Insurance to help those on low incomes 
by bringing the charge more in tine with 
income tax. He also announced that tram- 
port companies were to provide passes for 
young people on his New Deal for the un- 
employed, cutting their fares by at least 50 

^Reports that the speech would for etell 
a “green Budget” brought just one firm 
pledge: a cut in VAT on home insulation 
and other energy-saving schemes from 

173 per cent to 5 per cent, helping to in- 
sulate 40,000 more homes per year. 

Mr Brown also promised a consultation 
on water pollution, a further look at foe 
tax system after the Kyoto summit on ch- 
roate change next month and foe possibility 



Centrestage: Gordon Brown on his way to the Commons yesterday with 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury Alistair Darting (left) Photograph: Rui Xavier 


of a European deal to reduce VAT on a 
wider range of energy-saving materials. 

Pre-publicity which suggested there 
would be a dampdown on tax havens such 
as Guernsey and foe Isle of Man also 
proved to be premature. Although Mr 
Brown promised measures in the Budget 
to cut tax avoidance, he did not specifically 
refer to tax havens. 

A third area on which weekend stories 


focused -foe lOp starting rate of tax -also 
failed to yield airy concrete proposals. 
There have been suggestions that the tax 
will be introduced in March, but yesterday 
all Mr Brown had to say on the subject was 
that foe measure would be introduced 
“when it is prudent to do so”. 

Among foe other measures announced 
was foe abolition of Advanced Corpora- 
tion Tax from April 1999 and a further cut 


in the main rate of the tax from 31 per cent 
to 30 per cent. Mr Brown also promised 
a code for fiscal stability, under which foe 
Government will report to Parliament on 
how it is meeting its fiscal rules. 

To add to measures in the July Budget 
designed to help the film industry, foe 
Chancellor said he and Margaret Beckett, 
the President of the Board of Trade, were 
looking at ways for small businesses to draw 
on venture capital. 

However, there were tough messages 
contained in foe speech. The Government 
could not relax its stance on public spend- 
ing, Mr Brown said, because it might fall 
into foe trap of its Conservative prede- 
cessor. 

. “We will learn foe lessons of 1988 when 
it was wrongly assumed the structural deficit 
had disappeared and the penalty was foe 
return of boom and bust — What com- 
panies fear most is a return to foe boom- 
bust instability of foe past,” he said. 

He also promised wage restraint and 
called for “responsibility not just on the 
shop floor but also from Britain’s board- 
rooms outwards - where in the interests 
of all there must be moderation not excess 
and where an example should be set" 

“The worst form of short-term ism 
would be to pay ourselves more today at 
the cost of fewer jobs tomorrow and low- 
er living standards in foe very near future," 
he said. 

There were more Labour cheers as foe 
shadow Chancellor, Peter Lflley. said he 
welcomed some aspects of the statement 

The good economic news, which in- 
cluded a cut in public borrowing from 


£23 bn last year to £6bn next year, was foe 
“golden economic legacy which we be- 
queathed this government”, he said. 

However, he added that it showed tax 
rises in the July Budget had been unnec- 
essary. “You didn’t need to break the Prime 
Minister’s solemn election pledge that we 
have no plans to raise at alL The simple 
truth was that yon were determined to in- 
crease taxes in July so you could increase 
spending later," he said. 

Mr Ulley said Mr Brown's real motive 
was the same as eveiy other Labour Chan- 
cellor, “all of whom have been engulfed by 
the spending demands of their back- 
benchers”. 

Nothing the Chancellor had proposed 
would do much to help foe typical home- 
owning family who faced £650 a year high- 
er costs because of interest-rate rises, a cut 
in mortgage tax relief and extra burdens 
on pension funds, he daimed. 

Malcolm Bruce, foe Liberal Democrat 
Treasury spokesman, described tbe state- 
ment as “a polo mint Budget, with a hole 
in the middle where the extra spending on 
schools and hospitals ought to be". 

“How is it that foe Chancellor may be 
able to find-foe money for introducing a 
10p tax rate in. March, but not the money 
to slop waiting lists soaring and class sizes 
rising?” he asked. “Until the Chancellor 
drops his Tory spending plans, NHS pa- 
tients and those who rely on our state 
schools may be forced to conclude that tbe 
Tories, though no longer in office, are ef- 
fectively still in power. . 
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The fashion world has gone pop art 
crazy. Not that fashion, by definition, can 
be anything other than “pop", but next 
spring, two designers and a major new ex- 
hibition in New York will be responsible 
for spearheading a new craze: pop art re- 
produced on clothes. You can wear it or 
you can frame it. Take your pick. 

The designers in question are Stephen 
Sprouse, a Vferhol protege who in the 
Eighties was responsible for dressing 
downtown New York, and Dolce e Gab- 
bana, the Italian duo who have trans- 
formed their younger D&G label with the 
help of a young Italian pop artist. The ex- 
hibition, called The V&rhol Look", is now 
showing at the Whitney Museum of 
American Art in New York. 

Stephen Sprouse’s comeback collec- 
tion. shown in a Soho warehouse in New 
York at the beginning of the month, could 
not have been belter timed. While 
Sprouse's camouflage-print Superhero 
cape and trousers from the days at the 
Factory are on display at the exhibition 
alongside fashion by Halston, Versace and 
Vivienne Tfrm, his own collection featured 
brightly coloured screen-prints ofW&rho! 
robots, the Empire State Building (print- 
ed and sequinned on a long, slinky 
evening dress) and ticket stubs. There were 
no Marilyn prints - that would have been 
too obvious - and besides, Versace used 
the image for his collection for autumn/ 
winter 91/92. Iggy Rap, Tama Janowitz and 
I Shot Andy Warhol star Lili Taylor 
declared the collection a hit. Iggy Pop al- 
ready has a wardrobe full of Sprouse and 
this collection, using images with per- 
mission from the W&rhoJ Foundation, was 
declared a hit. 

Sprouse had not shown on the catwalk 
for five years and this time he is there to 
stay. The collection will be manufactured 
by Staff International, the Italian company 
that produces collections for Vivienne 
Westwood. The high street copycat ver- 
sions will follow soon after. 
Of course, it is not 
the first time the 
paths of Andy 
Rferhol and fashion 
have crossed. “The 
Warhol Look" exhibi- 
y-j tion examines the way 
5 the artist was driven by 
^ an obsession with 
S glamour, fashion and 
7.\ Hollywood. 

/» - -3 As wel1 “ show- 
ing some of 
Warhol's own 
clothes, including 
one of bis wigs 
bizarrely framed 
and hung on a wall, 
the exhibition 
charts the artist’s 
friendships with the 
in-crowd of the 
Seventies: Halston, 
Calvin Klein, and 
jewellery designers 
Tina Chow and 
Elsa Perretti. His 
magazine. 

Interview , served to 
fuse the two worlds 


even further. In turn, Warhol's work has 
never stopped being an inspiration to the 
fashi on world: look no further than Calvin 
Klein's Steve Meisel advertising campaign 
for cK One. He uses Richard Avedou’s 
larger-than-life portrait of the Factory 
members, including Joe d’ Alessandro 
and Candy Darling staring listlessly at the 
camera lens. Meisel transformed it into 
an advert using a mixture or models and 
“real” people, but keeping the raw atti- 
tude of the original. 


Stephen Sprouse is still living in a 
Warhol world. His East Village New 
York apartment is painted silver and he 
skulks around New York's underground, 
a reclusive, elusive figure. He is still ob- 
sessed with the idea of Velcro fastenings 
- his clothes rarely use zips or buttons, ap- 
parently because he broke his arm in the 
middle of the last decade and wanted 
clothes he could do up and undo with one 
arm. After five years away from the cat- 
walk, and several shafy comebacks. 


Sprouse has revived his own name with 
the help of his mentor, WarhoL 

If it seems as though Sprouse is liv- 
ing in the past, he perhaps is. But there 
is certainly a market for his bright and 
funky screen-printed clothes, if only as 
collectors items. In Milan, Stefano Gab- 
bana and Domenico Dolce have found 
a brand new pop artist to collaborate 
with. For their younger D&G line, they 
have worked with a young 24-year-old 
artist, Andrea Martini, who is in his fi- 


CLOT HES SHOW LIVE 

Like London Fashion Week . .. but with screams, whoops and clapping 


It is impossible to know what 
wilT happen during a visit to the 
Clothes Show Live exhibition. 
This year at least 4,000 of the 

250,000 visitors w01 leave Birm- 
ingham’s NEC with a new took; 
more than 300 girls and boys 
- wffl be spotted by model scouk, 
and every day Fashion Po _ 
will randomly choose stylish 
itors to appear on the Pe°P 
Catwalk. This is on top of the 

chance to see supennodeis. 
celebrities, sports stars ' ■ 
pop bands and the oppo 
tv to buy thousands of fashw 

freebies at knockdown pn^ 

■The Clothes Show Live was 
i initially the BBC's favourite 
* fashion programme come i 
life. Nine years later, it 
grown into the biggest 
active exhibition of its ki 


the world; about £205,263 is 

spent an hour, by at least 5QJXX) 

people a day. Each ticket issued 
for the exhibition displays a seat 
number and time allocation 
for the cavernous catwalk 
theatre which seats 6.500, and 
stages spectacular fashion 
shows three times a day. It’s a 
bit like being at London lash- 
ion Week, the only difference 
being the crowd. They scream, 
they whoop and they clap as 

each model, especially the men, 

strut along the catwalk. 

Over 400 fashion companies 
exhibit at Gothes Show Live, 
ranging from French Connec- 
tion whose stand was notable 
for its long queue’sdast year, to 
designer names such as Betty 
Jackson, Patrick Cox, Pearce 

FSonda and Ben de Lisi who sell 


current and old stock. Design- 
er names, however, are just the 
tip of the iceberg. No Such Soul, 
Ptepe, Cobra Sports, Grant, Ted 
Baker, Jeffrey Rogers, Country 
Casuals and Miss Moneypen- 
ny are just a selection of what 
will be available. Add to that 
top session hairdressers such as 
H-evor Sorbie, Daniel Field 
and Andrew Oollinge, make-up 
galore, and it becomes a day- 
out where anything could hap- 
pen, be it a turn on the catwalk, 
an appearance on TV or maybe 
even a totally new look. 

The Gothes Show Live 
Event 1997, sponsored by 
Lloyds bank, takes place at 
Birmingham’s NEC from 5-10 
December. Tickets with a re- 
served seat in the fashion 
theatre cost £18.50 from 5-7 


December. From 8-10 Decem- 
ber the same package costs £13. 
Fashion Circus tickets cost £5. 

For tickets call the hotline 
number 0121-767 4444. 

Melanie Rickey 

Win Win Win 

We have 10 pairs of tickets 
worth £18.50 each to give away 
for the event on Friday 5 De- 
cember. To win a pair simply 
send your name, address and 
daytime contact number on a 
postcard to: The Independent I 
Clothes Show Offer, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL. Winners must make 
their own travel arrangements 
to and from Birmingham 
International. 
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COMPETITION 

WINNERS 


The Independent, Fuji Film and 
the Gothes Show Live would 
like to congratulate Paul Gadd, 
Laura Woolnough, David 
Vinter, James Moriarty and 
Christine Coombes. These 
young fashion photographer 
were chosen from sack loads of 
entrants to our Young Catwalk 
Photographer Competition. 

Each entrant sent in three 
pictures that represented their 
vision of "fashion in action", and 
and on 5 December the lucky 
five will attend the Gothes Show 
Live exhibition for the final test 
- the real thing- a catwalk show, 
lots of gorgeous clothes and, of 
course, supermodels. 


Fashionable 

for fifteen 
minutes 


nalyear at the Accademia delle belle Arti 
in Milan. Martini and the designers 
share a love of religious imagery and high 
kitsch. The result is a collection of cloth- 
ing that reproduces Martini's brash 3-D 
sculptures of sacred hearts, burning 
stars and thorny roses in band-embroi- 
dered sequins on to plain shift dresses 
and simple T-shirts. Of course, if you want 
to get ahead of the trends, you could al- 
ways try taking a photograph of your 
favourite Campbell’s soup flavour down 


to your local print shop and have it copied 
on to a T-shirt. Now that would be 
worth hanging on your wall. 

The Warhol Look: Glamour, Faskion and 
Style' is showing at the Whitney Museum 
of American An, New York until 18 Janu- 
ary, 1998 ( 001 212 570 3600). 

Stephen Sprouse's spring / summer 
1998 collection (above); D&G spring I 
summer 1998 collection (inset) 


New Yorks fashion scene has never 
ignored Andy Warhol for long. 

A new exhibition. The Warhol 
Look*, shows die comeback 
collection of ex- Factory protege 
Stephen Sprouse alongside the 
high kitsch of Dolce e Gabbana. 
Tamsm Blanchard reports. 
Photographs by Chris Moore. 
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BELOVED AND BONKL 


Diary of 
a divorce 



It's such a funny, unfamiliar little void, “nisT. It looks like a 
typing error and the only time yon are likely to come across 
it is when you are intimately involved with divorce. Most peo- 
ple know about the decree absolute (absolute is easier to spell 
because you see it on vodka bottles). That’s what characters 
in fiction tend to celebrate getting - the final release that al- 
lows them to go off and live happily ever after with somebody 
else. But decree nisis are really more important; it’s the stage 
at which you declare effectively, “yes, thank you very much, 
a divorce ... tnmm, yummy yum, just what I always wanted." 

It's a word 1 hadn't given a second thought to before this 
year. One of those words that 1 didn't even think of when play- 
ing Scrabble. A word I'd never have to spell. Even after I*d 
seen my lawyer and filled in forms, looked at bank statements 
and worked out how much we spend on school uniforms a 
year. I managed to avert my eyes from the word nisi. 

Until last Friday. That’s when I got acquainted with an- 
other odd word - “affidavit". I haven't come across that since 
I did The Crucible for O-Ievel English. Lois of affidavits in 
that. T had to go along to the County court and get the affi- 
davit for the decree nisi sworn. I didn’t look too closely at 
the couple of sheets of paper summarising my married life. 
One of them had Beloved’s spider scrawl on it and was there- 
fore almost too scary to even hold; the other said things about 
divorce on the grounds of finding Beloved’s “infidelity in- 
tolerable" Which, of course, is nonsense - infidelity in the 
Media business is an occupational hazard. What's intolera- 
ble is that he left me. 

Anyway. I trolled up to the County court not feeling too 
bad. I kind of imagined that there would be some kindly and 
venerable old judge-cove, like God from primary school, who’d 
pat my hand and say, “You deserve better my dear", as he 
stamped my bits of paper. In feet ft was a plump and pasty 
girl behind a glass screen like a bank, who shoved a Gideon 
Bible out through a slit and asked me to swear on it. I knew 
exactly the sort of swearing I'd have liked to have done. Damn 
sight more creative than what the law required. All I had to 
say was that this is all true and it’s my writing on the form, 
but somehow' that suddenly became almost impossible. A ten- 
nis ball had jumped down my throat and five pounds of onions 
behind my eyes. U took me 10 minutes to stand up straight 
enough to look through the glass. And another 10 minutes 
and a constant stream of tissues to be able to hold the nasty, 
little, greasy maroon book and say the words. 

I staggered back down the oak-lined corridors, past the 
security guard with a PhD in unfeeling indifference and out- 
side inLo the street. Then I had to negotiate one shopping 
precinct and a pelican crossing to get to the lawyer’s office 
to defiver the sworn over and now rather damp bits of 
paper. Public crying in Britain is the closest healthy people 
come to the experience of a medieval leper. No one stops and 
says, “are you OK?”, no one prevents you walking into things 
because you can’t see properly. They just look so frightened 
that I’m sure a person in full blub could hold up banks. 

The thing that amazed me about the whole deal was the 
surprise expressed by the plump court derk and subsequently 
by the lawyer's receptionist- They clearly weren’t used to peo- 
ple being so upset. What do people do with all their hurt in 
these situations? There’s no meaty ritual to get stuck into, 
no equivalent to walking backwards down the aisle with the 
wedding march played in reverse, so I suppose people just 
go home and give themselves depression and ulcers and 
cancer. I think the-NHS could save itself money by investing 
in old plates for people to smash on exit from County court 
offices, and lawyers' offices, or employ a few kindly old coves 
to pat hands and say, “there, there". A moth-eaten Bible and 
a pack of Kleenex just aren’t enough. 

Stevie Morgan 
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Sorry is the hardest word (or the easiest) 


When die president of the 
bankrupt Tokyo stockbroker 
Yamafcht broke down in tears 
of shame on television, you 
might have thought it very 
Japanese. Well the shame 
was, but not the tears. In 
the West, on die other hand, 
public tears, are commonplace 
but shame has given way to 
shamelessness. 



The stocky-little Japanese stood with 
a microphone under his chin and 
sobbed. He bowed deeply and with 
each bow he bowled. It was not what 
we had come to expect 

Mr Shohei Nozawa took more 
than Western televison viewers by sur- 
prise with bis extravagant outpouring 
of sorrow when he stood up to apol- 
ogise publicly for the ccash-of one of 
Japan’s oldest stockbrokers. He took 
the Japanese by surprise, too. 

We, of course, did not quite know 
what to expect. A ritual disembow- 
elling perhaps? Only a few years ago 
a story circulated in London financial 
cirdes, no doubt apociyphally, about 
a Japanese chap who ran a sushi-at- 
your-desk delivery service who had giv- 
en one of his dients food poisoning 
had committed hara-kiri. 

But the ritual suicide is a bit of a 
Western dfch& There are, in fact, few- 
er suicides in Japan than in Europe. But 
it is true that an act which in the West 
is seen essentially as a selfish act can be 





BY PAUL 
VALLE LY 



selfless in Japan. Not long ago, a series 
of bltmders and lies at a nuclear stor- 
age facility disgraced the company who 
ran it One of the employees jumped off 
the building. His death was seen as ho- 
nourable. In Japan honour is bound up 
with shame. In other cultures the re- 
sponse would have been very different 
lb Westerners, the odd thing about 
Mr Nozawa was that he was compar- 
atively dean. He had only recently tak- 
en over the top job after the previous 
bosses were ousted for a scandal in 
which they paid racketeers to slop 
them embarrassing the board at 
AGMs. Had he been a British man- 
ager, learning from the example of our 
politicians, no doubt he would have 
said, “Sony, folks, but it’s not my fault 
It was the last loL Unjust here to pick 
up the pieces. Don’t blame me.” 

But the Japanese would have 
been outraged by that; it would have 
smacked of arrogance. It would have 
been unthinkable for him not to have 
apologised. Japan is still a society 
where an individual's identity derives 
not from personal achievement so 
much as from the groups he or she be- 
long to - family, school, job, dubs, 
community in concentric cirdes out to 
the nation. This is a world where the 
company outing or golf on Saturday 
is not an optional treat; it is compul- 
sory. Personal responsibility is also col- 
lective responsibfliiy. If your company 
goes down you are tainted too. 
Shame is what regulates all this. No 




Shame on you: Mike Tyson, Neil Hamilton, Winnie Mandela and Ear! Spencer (right, from top) have no idea of the depth of shame felt 
by Yamaichi president Shohei . Nozawa whose howls of remorse came from the very pit of his being 


one wants their inadequacies exposed 
before their peers. It is a world whose 
codes are derived from the detachment 
of Buddhism and the Shinto tenden- 
cy to think in terms of purity and Im- 
purity rather than good and evfl. We 
in the West draw more on a Judeo- 
Christian inheritance of guilt rooted 
in the notion that we must respond to 
the commands of a personal God 
Guilt is therefore internalised; you can 
be guilty alone but you need a com- 
munity for shame. 

It’s an interesting conflict Guilt 
produces sett-blame, remorse, anxiety 
- ideally enough to prompt expiatory 
action. Without guilt there could be 
no sense of responsibility in personal 
relationships, though guilt can become 
oeurotic (ask the Catholics and Jews) 
and may persist long after remedial 
measures have been taken. And it may 
be displaced so that feelings are ap- 
parently aroused by something other 
than the real cause. 

But shame is a much more potent 
social force. And in recent years it 


seems that it is exerting greater pow- 
er in the West too. Neil Hamil ton and 
Jonathan Aitken were shamed out of 
office rather than being driven from 

it by gu3t- But because shame depends 

upon a community, it, too, has a less- 
ening effect as society is atomised by 
the philosophies of the market and an 
ever-greater individualism. As society 
fragments, shame is confined to small- 
er peer groups - with doctors, clergy- 
men and other professionals 
unrepentant except in the face of the 
disapproval of colleagues who might 
disbar them. Then there are those tike 
Winnie Mandela who seem not to 
know the meaning of shame. 

Indeed there were those yesterday 
accusing Earl Spencer of shame- 
lessness, contrasting his moral out- 
rage at the funeral of the Princess of 
Whies with his admitted adultery with 
Sally-Ana Lasson and allegations of 
adultery with a further 1 1 women in 
the first five months of his marriage 
which he is now facing in the divorce 
courts. Spencer, of course, is 


contesting the allegations. 

Apologies today are everywhere. 
Britain has apologised for the Irish 
Potato {famine. Hie US government 
is considering saying sorry for slavery. 
Even the Japanese government 
thought about making an apology for 
the Second World War - before de- 
ciding it might have to pay compen- 
sation if it did. 

But the latest phenomenon is the 
exorbitant apology. Consider the fol- 
lowing from Mike l)fson two days af- 
ter he bit off the end of Evander 
Hotyfiekfs ean “I apologise to the 
world, to my family, to the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission that has al- 
ways treated me fairly. I apologise to 
theMGM. to Showtime, to Don King 
my promoter, to my team and to this 
wonderful city of Las Vegas that has 
basted so many boxing events." 

Id the modern world apology has 
become a devalued concept. Confes- 
sion has now replaced contrition 
rather than merely following it What 
was once a vice restricted to consent- 


ing Catholics acting in private, is now 
public - and preferably televised. 
This misses an essential point. 

While imprisoned in a concentra- 
tion camp, Simon Wiesenthal was once 
confronted by a dying member of the 
SS seeking a Jew to confess to. “Give 
me absolution," the man said. But 
Wiesenthal could ooL For the same 
reason Archbishop Desmond TLrtu was 
once upbraided by fellow blacks after 
he accepted the apology of the Dutch 
Reform Church when it expressed re- 
morse for apartheid. Only the suffer- 
er can forgive. 

The tendency in the contemporary 
world, however, is to demand instant 
forgiveness of whoever is tuned in. Re- 
lief, like everything else in modern life, 
must be instantaneous and complete 
as a Hollywood happy ending. The 
weeping Japanese company presi- 
dent in the Tokyo Stock Exchange this 
week seemed a world away from this. 
His howls seemed to oome from the 
very pit of his being, and we were not 
sure what to think . 


Lifting the black 
woman’s burden 


In a Johannesburg 
township, an Inspirational 
woman who knows all 
about sexual violence is 
leading young men 
towards a much needed 
emancipation. They may 
have beaten apartheid 
but oppressing women, 
reports Anthony Swift «s 
still a way of life. 


Mmatshflo Moisei’s organisa- 
tion, Adapt (Agjsaaang Do- 
mestic Abuse Prevention and 
Training), located in Alexandra 
township in Johannesburg;, is 
devoted to combating the sex- 
ual violence that is endemic in 
black South Africa. Once a 
nurse in a trauma unit, she 
tended to a flow of women 
with injuries inflicted by part- 
ners. “One was wheeled in with 
an axe embedded in her knee 
bone," she says. Such exposure 
helped her confront the violence 
in her own marriage. “I under- 
went a whole cycle from anger 
to denial to blame; loss of self- 
esteem, extreme depression, 
the thought that if I did thin gs 
differently the abuse would 

Stop, until I realised it had noth- 


ing to do with me. It was my 
partner's problem." Strong 
parental supjxxt- which few vic- 
tims of domestic violence enjoy 
- enabled her to leave him. 

Adapt was set up to help sur- 
vivors of domestic violence. It 
holds community workshops, 
trains community and health 
workers, and engages vigorously 
in the growing debate, locally 
and nationally. 

Earlier this year, Motsei ex- 
tended her work to men, teach- 
ing them, through role play and 
other techniques, to take ac- 
count of their behaviour. 

A young man, Busang Mok- 
abudi, has just played the 
woman rape victim. . He is 
strangely withdrawn. Asked 
how he felt, he replies, “I am 
shocked. My ‘attackers’ are 
friends. They would never hurt 
me but I was really afraid For 
die first time 1 realise what 
women go through-" 

Busang is one of a group of 
male anti-apartheid activists 
who are confronting the fact that 
though their generation fought 
tyranny - they overlooked their 

own subjugation of women. 

They refer to Mmatshilo 
Moisei as “mother’’ and de- 
scribe her as their role modeL 
“People find it easy to engage 



Mmatshilo Motsei amt members of Adapt confront the routine violence against women 


in national liberation," rite saps. 
“When it comes to personal lib- 
eration they can’t cope with it” 

The early Nineties saw the 
emergence of “jackrolting", 
raping sprees conducted by 
gangs of marginalised youth 
who target black women who 
they regard as “getting above 
themselves". Though it started 
in the townships, such attacks 
have also plagued some uni- 
versity residences. 

Interviews published by the 

Centre for the Study of Violence 
and Reconciliation reflect the 
routine victi m isati o n of women: 


“I have told myself ‘cherries’ 
cant tell me anything; when I 
want it she must give," said one 
man. “Some invite jackroll,” 
said another. “They walk in the 
street wearing minis. You get 
aroused They snub you. We 
can’t stand this shit." 

“They think themselves bet- 
ter than us; they prefer men 
with money and bigears. When 
these women get jadoolled, it’s 
OK," said a third. 

According to Rape Crisis, 
one in two South African 
women endures rape. Domes- 
tic violence afflicts 60 per cent 


of homes. Researchers are find- 
ing that in some primary 
schools, “catch and rape" and 
simulated killing games have re- 
placed cops and robbers. 

What is remarkable is not 
the degree of violence - Unicef 
and Christian Aid recognise 
such violence as an obstacle to 
development in many countries. 
It is the growing determination 
of South Africans to expose and 
tackle it that is noteworthy. 

The men have begun to re- 
alise that if violence against 
women short-circuits their ag- 
gression it also takes them into 


isolation from women and from 
their own humanity. They are 
struggling to change. 

Boitsfaepo Lesetedi, the for- 
mer national general secretary 
of Young Christian Students, re- 
garded himself as a gender ac- 
tivist He Jater recognised his 
own violence when, unusually, 
a partner stood up to him. 
“There is a tendency for young 
men to discipline women who 
treat them indifferently," he ex- 
plains. “Therefore a number of 
girlfriends unfortunately end- 
ed up being smacked by me." 

At weekly support meet- 
ings with Motsei, the men hold 
discussions, plan courses of ac- 
tion and review their progress. 
Instead of blaming women, 
they are beginning to grasp the 
anatomy of their aggression - 
their patriarchal culture, 
parental role models, political 
oppression and post-apartheid 
joblessness. Such explanations 
feed not resignation, but a de- 
termination to broaden their 
struggle. “We must not blame 
apartheid to a point where we 
are paralysed," says Busang 
MokabudL “After the rapejole- 
piay, I realised women must feel 
as I did under apartheid — that, 
however they hurt, they have no 
right to complain. 

“That is a terrible feeling. I 
know now that 1 want men to 
change. 1 want to Celt them. Tust 
role-play the parti jrtayed and 
you will feel itforthefireunne.’ 

I am ready to expose this thing 
to everyone." 
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s t) Alba De Cespedes 


Alba Cespedes, novelist, 
short-story writer. Journalist, 
scriptwriter ami feminist: 
bom Rome 1911; died Paris 
M November 1997. 




The sexist macho r^ale is a stock 

figure qf Mediterranean and 
South American nations, none 
more -so than the Italian vari- 
ety. In a land where la mamma 
is worshipped as a kind of 
household God and human 
battery hen, young single 
women have always had a hard 
• time obtaining a modicum of 
.fr respect from employers, fellow 

male workers and above all the 

man in the street, who still con- 
siders unaccompanied women 
as easy prey for unwanted com- 
pliment, both verbal and phys- 
ical. Having myself experienced 
such attentions from self- 
confident Romeos and serial se- 
ducers I know that these 
demonstrations of affection 
are far from flattering. 

Aiba De Cespedes was one 
of the leaders of the feminist 
movement that transformed 
Italian literature and life dur- 
ing the course of the 20 th cen- 
tury. She was born of an 
aristocratic Cuban hither, am- 

# bassador to various European 
cities, and an Italian mother - 
a promisingly explosive com- 
bination that soon became ap- 
parent in her nonconformist 
behaviour at school and her lat- 
er anti -Fascist activities, for 
which she was imprisoned by 
Mussolini in 1935 and 1943, like 
her friend the novelist and 
poet Cesare Pavese, who com- 
mitted suicide in 1950. 

Pavese was one of the male 
writers who sympathised with 
the feminist movements of the 
mid-century, and his anguished 
realism strongly influenced 
De C&spedes' interpretations 
of the problematic situation 
in which Italian woman found 
themselves after the Second 
£/or!d War, in a so-called . 
egalitarian democracy. 

Her own style was passion- 
ately unorthodox, deeply self- 
conscious, politically idealist 
militant left-wing: and in a 
long period of totalitarian stu- 


pidity very courageous, as 
might be expected of the grand- 
daughter of the man who abol- 
ished slavery in Cuba. Yet her 
literary expression was always 
controlled and lucid, her de- 
scriptions of character and en- 
vironment based on acute 
observation and anention to de- 
tail learned from journalism, 
which she started at an early 
age, writing in small maga- 
zines but also in prominent 
journals like La Stampa, Evo- 
ca arid U Piccolo. Always she at- 
tacked accepted Italian notions 
of family and male supremacy. 

The feminist movement in 
Italy really began in 1906, with 
the publication of Sibilla Aler- 
arao’s sensational and epoch- 
making novel La Donna (“The 
Woman”). AJcnuno was a tru- 
ly extraordinary individual, sex- 
ually uninhibited, pugnacious in 
her anti-domestic and anti- 
marriage views, yet sensitive 
and charismatic for a new gen- 
eration of progressive women 
educators and artists. She was 
recently the subject of an im- 
pressively documented biog- 
raphy by Rene de Ceccatty, and 
her great novel enjoyed a re- 
vival in the 1970s, when a trans- 
lation was published by Virago 
and reprinted tty California 
University Press in 1992, to the 
acclaim of American feminists, 
both women and men. 

Aleramo was greatly ad- 
mired by Aiba De C&spedes, 
who, when she started her own 
literary magazine, tt Mercurio, 
just after the war, published the 
ageing agitator alongside 
Moravia, Montale, Vittorini 
and Soldati. 

De C&spedes’ own works 
were also translated into Eng- 
lish, beginning with JlCieloela 
terra (“Heaven and Earth") in 
1950 (translated in 1953 as 
77a? Best of Husbands - ironic 
title), Prima e dopo ( Between 
Then and Now, 1955) and 
Rimorso (1963). 

Rut the novel that made her 
internationally known was 
Quademo proibito (“Forbid- 
den Diary” - The Secret in 
English - 1952, stage version 
1962). This novel about a wife 
and mother who kicks over 


Roger Loewig 


Roger Loewfg, painter and 
poet: bom Striegau, Silesia 5 
September 1930; died Berlin 
4 November 1997. 


More than anything else Roger 
Loewig s work was about man’s 
inhumani ty to man. As a Ger- 
man he was deeply troubled by 
what the Germans had done to 
"^others and to each other after 
^1933. 

In many respects, this con- 
cern grew naturally out of his 
backgro und and bs&Hdmat. He 
was the son of a German offi- 
cer from a traditional military 
famil y. He grew up in Striegau. 
Silesia, then German, an area 
fought over by Slav and Ger- 
man for centuries. At the age 
of 14 in 1945, he became part 
of the German trek to the 
West as the Poles expelled the 
German population. 

He worked as a forest lab- 
ourer and agricultural worker 
in the Soviet Zone until 1951. 
He was then forgiven his class 
background by the Communist 



Loewig: ‘Degenerate Art* 
Photograph: Mbnlre Childs 

authorities and allowed to en- 
rol on a Russian teacher's course 
in Berlin. Russian studies faced 
a massive expansion, but were 
unpopular with students. 

In 1953, Loewig was ap- 
pointed teacher of Russian, 
German and history in an East 
Berlin secondary school. This 
coincided with a period of 
“thaw” in the Communist reg- 
ime following the death of 
Stalin and the workers’ rising 


domestic and religious traces 
combines all the author's fav- 
ourite militant feminist themes 
and political orientations in a 
composition of great clarity 
and humorous detachm ent: in- 
deed, De Cespedes denied that 
it was specifically feminist in in- 
tention, for she, and other 
women writers like her near- 
con temporaries Elsa Mo rant c 
and Natalia Ginzburg, were 
becoming disillusioned by 
the violence and emotional 
excesses of the international 
feminist campaigns. 

The novel is composed in 
the diary form abhorred by 
most editors and publishers, but 
which was a popular device 
among Italian women writers of 
the period (Doris Lessing's 
magnificent Golden Notebook 
appeared in 1 962). Anna Ban- 
d's Artemesia , also in diary 
form, appeared in 1953. At the 
end of Quademo proibito, De 
Cespedes writes: “All women 
keep a secret diary locked away 
- they should desiroy it!” 

She worked in the theatre 
and in films, and made a no- 
table contribution to Anto- 
nioni's 1955 work Le amiche 
about girls living together in 
Turin, ineptly translated as The 
Girl Friends. It was adapted 
from her friend Cesare Pavese’s 
Tra donne sole (“Among Single 
Girls”). 

In the late 1950s Alba De 
C&spedes left Italy and settled 
in Paris, where she was a well- 
loved figure in literary and 
movie riides. It was in Paris that 
she published her second vol- 
ume of poetry (the first was Pri- 
gionie Uriche , 1936, about her 
first prison experiences). It was 
in French and entitled Chan- 
sons des filles de mai - a refer- 
ence to the student revolts of 
1 968, and yet another example 
of her inborn militancy and de- 
fiance of authority. It was trans- 
lated by her into Italian in 
1970 as Le ragazze di maggio. 

Thanks to that brave spirit, 
Italian male society has become 
markedly less macho, and their 
attentions more restrained: 
they have discovered that the 
boot is on tbe other foot. 

- James Kirkup 


Lt-Col 

James Roberts 



De Cespedes: ‘All women keep a diary locked away- they should destroy it!* 


of 17 June 1953. This soon 
changed and It was as well that 
he was not ambitious as a 
teacher, preferring to cultivate 
his friends and sketch and paint 
for himself and for them. In his 
interest in art, Loewig followed 
his lather, who would rather have 
been an artist than a soldier. 

In August 1963, Loewig was 
arrested at Riebnitz on the Bal- 
tic by officials of the Stasi, tbe 
State Security Service. He was 
accused of anti-state activity by 
mounting a private exhibition 
of his works for his friends. From 
the regime's point of view, many 
of his worts were the wrong 
subject marter, tendered in an 
unacceptable style, and without 
a licence to exhibit. Of Ms work, 
he wrote it “took its direction 
from German Expressionism. 
I respected and admired, be- 
longed to, ‘Degenerate Art* ". 

All his life, Loewig was 
haunted by the crimes of the 
Nazis. His sense of guilt as a 
German had found early ex- 
pression in his work. The Berlin 
Will, the division of Germany 


and all that went with them fol- 
lowed after 1961. His ghostly, 
accusing, landscapes were un- 
acceptable to tbe Communists. 
Loewig was held ty the Stasi for 
a year before being released 
without triaL West Germany 
had paid for his release. De- 
scribed as “particularly danger- 
ous” to the state, his paintings, 
essays and poems were confis- 
cated and he was dismissed 
from the teaching profession. 

His release coincided with 
another “thaw” in tbe Soviet 
bloc and Loewig joined the of- 
ficial artists’ union (VBKD) and 
had exhibitions in Erfurt (1965) 
and East Berlin (1967). Pfis first 
foreign exhibition was in War- 
saw in 1966. His lithographs of 
this period dealt with the Nazi 
Holocaust, a theme never far 
from his mind. In the late 1960s 
other exhibitions took place in 
Rochester, Minnesota, Zurich 
and Eisenach (East Germany) 
and Solingen (West Germany). . 

His works in the series The 
Chinese Wall were hardly like- 
ly to endear him to the cultur- 


al commissars of the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR). 
Loewig resolved to leave the 
GDR for West Germany. The 
Warsaw Pact invasion of Czech- 
oslovakia in 1968 was the final 
turning-point, convincing him 
that nothing could be achieved 
under the Communist dicta- 
torship. He resigned from the 
VBKD in 1971 and persisted in 
his efforts to leave the GDR. 
A traffic accident, which led to 
a long period of hospitalisation, 
and the GDR's desire for West- 
ern diplomatic recognition, no 
doubt, came to his aid. The 
regime did not want bad pub- 
licity and he was allowed to 
leave in January 1972. 

Loewig settled in West 
Berlin, living with his partner 
Creszentia Ttoike-Loewig at 
the top of a tower block. A fel- 
low teacher from East Berlin, 
she petitioned and fought for 
his recognition. Although nev- 
er completely fit again, Loewig 
continued with his work in 
water-colours, gouaches and 
oil paintings. Up to German re- 


unification in 1990, he had ex- 
hibitions in West Germany al- 
most every year. His foreign 
exhibitions included Oslo 
(1976), Mexico City (1983), 
and Nottingham (1985). He was 
tbe first German artist to be ex- 
hibited in the former concen- 
tration camp at Auschwitz in 
Poland, and he was depressed 
by the lack of recognition this 
event received in the German 
media. Meanwhile the Stasi 
continued its interest in him. 

In the 1990s the exhibitions 
continued but Loewig's health 
was failing. Much time and 
energy was spent on attempt- 
ing to discover the fate of 
paintings and other works con- 
fiscated by the Stasi. His 
achievements were recognised 
by the German state when he 
was awarded the Federal Order 
of Merit in September 1997. 
The reception in his honour 
planned for 8 November was 
turned into a memorial meet- 
ing. Roger Loewig died of 
cancer four days earlier. 

-David Childs 


James Owen Merton Roberts, 
army officer and 
mountaineer: bom 21 
September 1916; MC 1942; 
MBE 1955; died Pokhara, 
Nepal I November 1997. 


The soldier and Himalayan ex- 
plorer Jimmy Roberts died, 
aged 81, at Pokhara, the 
Nepalese hm station which had 
been his home for the last 22 
years. His ashes, as be had re- 
quested, were scattered in the 
Seti Khola which flows down 
from the “Fishtail" mountain, 
Machapuchare. In 1956 he was 
the first to explore the 
approaches to this peak, dis- 
covering the Annapurna Sanc- 
tuary; his route is now a 
well-worn trail, familiar to some 
of the many thousands who 
have experienced the organised 
Himalayan treks which he 
pioneered in the Sixties. 

Roberts was bom in India in 
1916. After his English educa- 
tion at King’s School, Canter- 
bury and Sandhurst, he 
returned to India at the first 
opportunity, joining the 1 st 
Gurkha Rifles with the specif- 
ic intention of devoting his life 
to Himalayan mountaineering 
and exploration. Building on his 
alpine experience, he spent 
leave weekends exploring the 
Dhaular Dar mountains above 
Dbaramsala, then, in 1938, 
joined his first serious expedi- 
tion to the undimbed peak of 
Masherbrum (7,821m). One 
of his companions recalls 
Roberts producing a bottle of 
Green Chartreuse to accom- 
pany the evening curry. 

During the Second World 
War he commanded 153 
Gurkha Parachute Battalion in 
the first operational drop in Bur- 
ma, winning the Military Cross. 
Tko years later, in 1944, he was 
mentioned in despatches at the 
battle of Sancfaak, where the 
tide turned and the Japanese 
advance on India was halted. 

After the war he again dis- 
tinguished himself in Malaya. 
Meanwhile, be had made good 
use of predous leave, especially 
in 1941 when be made the first 
ascent of Dharamsura (6,446m) 
in tbe Kuhi region north of Sim- 
la. There are few mountainous 
comers of British India he did 
not visit, as the current Hi- 
malayan Journal editor, Harsh 
Kapadia, observes: “There are 
so many areas where I have had 
to refer to him: he was the first 
to enter Spiti, first to explore 
Saser Kangri (in 1946), first 
since the last century to the 
Saser La." 

With that thirst for new hori- 
zons and his affection for tbe 
Gurkhas, it was inevitable that 
Roberts would be one of die first 
to explore the mountains of 
Nepal, when the kingdom first 
opened its doors to foreigners. 


In 1950 he joined Bill Tflman’s 
exploration of the Annapurna 



the 1953 Everest expedition 
but subsequently teamed up 

with two of its members, Wilfrid 

Noyce and a fellow Gurkha of- 
ficer, Charles Wylie, to attempt 
Machapuchare. 

several years Roberts bad 

. . .m ■_ 


summit from across the Indian 
border at his recruiting station 
in Lefrra. In 1956 he recon- 
noitred the approach, and the 
following year, with Wylie, he led 
the attempt on Machapuchare 

itself. David Cox and Wilfrid 
Noyce, both married men, 
turned bade just short of the 

summit late in the day, with bad 


Roberts: no nonsense 


nal hundred metres oi so re- 
mained untouched. Afterwards, 
in a controversial move, Roberts 
persuaded the Nepal govern- 
ment to declare Machapuchare 
out of bounds- one inviolate Hi- 
malayan summit which should 
remain for ever undimbed. 

In 1960 he led a happy and 
harmonious Joint Services 
team to make the first ascent 
of Annapurna II (7,937m), 
putting a young Chris Boning- 
ton on his first Himalayan sum- 
mit. Three years later he 
organised the logistics for the 
brilliant American Everest ex- 
pedition which made the first 
ever traverse of tbe world's 
hi ghest summit. The man in 
charge, Norman Dyrenfurth, 
favoured a gentle, democratic 
leadership style, which only 
just held tbe Americans to- 
gether. In 1970 it proved dis- 
astrous in a heavily publicised 
attempt on the unclimbed 
South-West Face. Ill-health 
forced Dyrenfurth to abandon 
the expedition, along with sev- 
eral disenchanted Europeans, 
leaving his co-leader Jimmy 
Roberts to pick up the pieces. 

As the film cameraman Ned 
Kelly recalls, “Jimmy wouldn’t 
put up with any nonsense. He 
was very much in charge, de- 
spite continual pain from his 
arthritic hips, and the Sherpas 
worshipped him." 

Thai affinity for tbe Sherpas, 
Gurkhas and other hill tribes 
was one of tbe draws that kept 
Roberts in Nepal after retiring 
from the post of military atladid 
La 1962. His lasting achievement 
was the pioneering of organised 
mountain “treks”, starting in 
1964 with his own agency. 
Mountain Travel. 

He was also instrumental, in 
the Late Seventies, in persuad- 
ing the Nepalese government to 
allow climbers to attempt some 
of the most spectacular peaks 
of around 6 JJ 00 metres with the 
minimum of bureaucractic ob- 
stacles and unnecessary ex- 
pense - an initiative for which 
I and marry other mountainers 
remain gratefriL 

After selling Mountain Trav- 
el in 1975, Roberts retired to 
Pokhara. There, in sight of 
Machapuchre and Annapurna, 
with his famous collection of Hi- 
malayan pheasants, and the 
quails whose eggs supplied the 
Yak & Yeti restaurant in Kath- 
mandu, be entertained friends 
from all over the world. They all 
talk of he reserve, but also of his 
charm, ironic humour, forthright 
opinions and the occasional 
distant look which betrayed his 
undimmed love for the greatest 
mountain range on earth. 

— Stephen Venables 
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Birthdays 

professor Margaret Bode®, phitoso- 
pher, 61; Mr Paul Burnett, disc jock- 
ey, 54; Sir Alan Dalton, former 
chairman, Devon and Cornwall De- 
velopmenl Company. 74; Miss Fran- 
ces Dee, actress, 90; Lord Forte, 
president, Fbrte, 89; Sir Bnan 
Go swell, deputy senior partner, 
Healey and Baker, 62: Mr Robert 
Goulet, singer and actor, 64; The Earl 
ofGowrie, Chairman, Arts Council 
of England, 5& Mr John Setwyn 
Gummer MP.58; professor^ Har- 
ry Hinslev, former Master, St Joto s, 
Cambridge, 79; » ! 

Richard Holloway, Bishop of Edin- 
burgh and Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, 64; Mrs Ann 
Keen MP, 49; Mr John McVfe, rock 
guitarist, 52: Lord Moore of Lower 
Marsh, former MP, 60; Sur George 
Quigley, chairman, Ulster Bank, 68; 
Miss Joyce Quin MR Minister of 
State. Home Office, S3; MrOmdes 
Schultz, cartoonist 75; Lord Stratn- 
cona and Mount Royal, President 
Falkland Islands Unst, 74; Mrs 
Giseh Stuart MR 42: Miss Tina Turn- 
er. rock singer, 5% Mr Keith Jte MR 
41- Mr Des Walker, footballer, 3~, 
Nfr Norman West MEK ® ^ 

Peter Wheeler, rugby footballer, 49. 

Anniversaries 

Births: William Cowper.poet, 1731; 
Georee Emhn WiBiams. actor, play- 
wright and author, “1905. Death® 
John Nichols, printer and antiquary. 


1826; John Loudon McAdam, road- 
surfacing inventor, 1836; Harold 
Harmsvronh, Gist Viscount Rothar- 
mere, newspaper proprietor, 1940; 
Thomas Francis (Tbmmy) Dorsey, 
bandleader, trombonist and com- 
poser, 1956; Cyril Vernon Connol- 
ly, critic, 1974. On this .day: tbe 
Great Storm raged in England, cosl- 
mg 8JJ0Q Eves, 1703; the first Eddy- 
stone Lighthouse was blown down, 
1703; to commemorate the harvest 
of 1623, the first national Thanks- 
giving Day was held in the US, 
1789; India became a federal repifelic 

within the Commonwealth, 1949; the 
Soviet Union claimed to have ex- 
ploded a hydrogen bomb of “im- 
■ precedcnted force", 1955; the first 
French artificial satellite was 
launched into orbit in the Sahara, 
1965; three tons of gold bullion 
worth £5m were stolen from Heath- 
row, 1983. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Basolns or Basle, St Conrad of 
Constance, St John Bachmans. St 
Leonard of Porto Maurizio, St 
Peter of Alexandria, St- Silvester 
Gozzolini and St Si ri rins. 

Lectures 

School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London WC1: Professor 
pamck McAnslan,- “The Best Laid 
Schemes o' Mice an’ Men”, 630pm. 
Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hail, London EC1: Professor Tom 
Cannon, “I Didn’t Hare Any Educa- 
tion So I HadTb UseMyftain", lpm. 


LAW REPORT: 26 November 1997 


Policy must allow expression of parental preference 


A local authority's policy for 
admissions to secondary 
schools which initially 
allocated places to children 
by catchment areas and did 
not require their parents, if 
happy with that allocation, to 
take any action, <fid not 
comply with the requirements 
of section 411 of the 
Education Act 1996 that 
parents should be enabled to 
express a preference for a 
school and to give reasons 
for that pre fe rence. 

Rv Rotherham Metropolitan 
Borough Council, ex pane dark and 
others; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Bingham. Lord Chef Justice. Lord 
Justice Morritt and Lord Justice 
Buxton) 20 November 1997 


Tbe Court of Appeal dismissed 
the appeal of Rotherham Met- 


ropolitan Borough Council 
against the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice Coffins that its admissions 
policy in relation to secondary 
schools was unlawful. 

James Goudie QC and Marc Beau- 
mont (Hickmats, Rotherham) forth* 
applicants; PKBp Engebrum {Coun- 
cil Solicitor) for the local authority. 

Lord Justice Morritt said that 
the single short issue for de- 
termination on the appeal 
depended upon the true con- 
struction of section 42 1 of the 
Education Act 1996. The ma- 
terial parts of section 41 1 were: 

(1) A local education authority 
shall malm arrangements for en- 
abling the parent of a child in the 
area of the authority -(a) to express 
a preference as to the school at 
which he wishes education to be pro- 
vided for his child in the exercise of 
the authority’s functions, and (b) to 


give reasons for his preference. (2) 
Subject to subsection (3) ... a lo- 
cal education authority and the 
governing body of a county or vol- 
untary school shall comply with any 

preference expressed in accordance 
with arrangements made under sub- 
section (1). f3) The duty imposed hy 
subsection (2) does not apply - (a) 
if compliance with the preference 
would prejudice tbe provision of ef- 
ficient education or ibe efficient use 
of resources ... 

The local authority had 
written, in October 1996, to 
parents of children due to 
move from primary to sec- 
ondary schools in the following 
school year. 

I write to Inform you that your child 
... will be allocated a place at .. . 
school with effect from the begin- 
ning of the school year 1997/8. The 

school named is your catchment area 
schooL If you are happy with this al- 
location then you need take no fur- 
ther action. I 4 for any reason, you 


would prefer your child to attend a 
different school then yon must take 
the following action as soon as pos- 
sible. Attached to this letter is n 
booklet... which gives details of tbe 
authority's admissions policy. You 
will need to complete the parental 
preference form on page 17 ... and 
reram it . . . 

It was the evident purpose 
of the legislation to give pri- 
macy and effect to parental 
choice save insofar as to do so 
would “prejudice the provision 
of efficient education or the ef- 
ficient use of resources". If the 
allocation of a place to a child 
living within the catchment 
area whose parent had not re- 
sponded necessitated refusing 
apiece to a diild who lived out- 
side it but whose parent had 
expressed a preference for the 
schooL then the reason why the 
preference of the tatter wasnot 


complied with had nothing to 
do with prejudice to efficient 
education or efficient use of 
resources. 

Section 41 1(2) and (3) pre- 
supposed that the expression of 
a preference was a positive acL 
In ordinary English a failure to 
respond was not an expression 
of anything. It followed that the 
arrangements made by the lo- 
cal authority did not enable the 
parents to express a preference 
as required by section 411(1). 
Moreover, they did not enable 
a parent whose chad lived 
within the catchment area, and 
who failed to respond to the let- 
ter to give any reasons. That 
was another reason why the 
policy adopted by the local au- 
thority failed to comply with 
section 41 1(1). 

- Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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In a damp month, a soggy squib. What is 
the paint of an exercise that calls itself con- 
sulta tive, then announces awwipiia hcd 
policy facts; that promises great Anwge 
only to admit that the detail has not been 
worked out and can’t be revealed dll the 
day after tomorrow? - 

Herewasasdimningrha»w-tfr ftriiirHtf 
the nation in fiscal business and die long 
game plan, and it was missed. Gordon 

Brown did not even fly a kite -far example, 

give some sign, however tattered, that he 
is th ink i ng about mortgage tax relief that 
he has come anywhere near the crux de- 
cisions needed if pensions are to be re- 
formed in a lasting and enduring way. 

Let's repeat that word, reform; it’s got 
nothing to do with Wilsonian gestures on 
winter fuel relief for the old welcome 
though they unquestionably are. Wfe do not 
need Gordon Brown playing Santa Claus. 
We need him to put this government's 
astonishing power and prestige behind a 
scheme that will ensure that 20, 30, 40 years 


down the road, theme is no longer a case 
for this kind of bail-out. 

Here, yet again, was the Blair govern- 
ment having it every .which way, and no 
particular way at aO. Grand spinning, and . 
. much harping on the radical theme,.when 
in the event all the Chancellor (fid was top 
and tail announcements he made in July. 
Tfelhng us we are to have a National Min- 
imum Wage was, to put it blunttyva waste 
of space: we read that in the party mani- 
festo and have been standing by ever since. 
Waiting. The country, and this paper, 
continue to have great faith in die Govern- 
meat’s ambitions. Hut there is consider- 
able unease among voters abbot its 
capacity to realise those ambitious. 

This begins to look like a government 
that won’t plump. What else is power for? 
lb s ay that integrating taxes and benefits 
is difficult, is elementaxy. A shelf fall of 
studies and analyses tell how it could take 
place and at what cost. Mr Brown — his 
aides and civil servants — ought to have 


read them long ago. Now we should 
move forward. 

But in which direction? As a parlia- 
mentary performance, yesterday’s state- 
ment was first cate; concise and assured. 
Weare getting used to that. As a message 
about New Labour ideology, it shambled, 
lake Mr Brown’s serial use of the word 
“responsibility’’. What does it mean? In 
fact, what on earth was that long peror- 
ation about pay restraint really for? This 
is a capitalist society where, surely, gov- 
ernment can ask for restraint only if it can 
convince us that it is a moral enterprise, 
dedicated to increasing social justice. 
Where, then, were the Government's 
proposals for making taxation fairer, for 
stripping from home owners their unfair 
subsidy, for taxing inheritance? 

ft didn't help that officialdom chose yes- 
terday to annoance the gift of a superior 
gong to the original fat cat, Sir Denis 
Rooke of British Gas. Sir Denis may be 
an accomplished gas engineer; he has also 


mightily from doing nothing other 

than still being at the helm when privatis- 
ation took place. All the talk of modera- 
tion, of responsibility from the boardroom 
downwards-and here is another example 
of the proverbial difference between the 
law for the rich and that for the poor. 

Labour may argue that its policies — in- 
dudmg co-operation with business -have 
a core purpose: to maximise employment. 

Let’s be generous, and agree that the Gov- 

« muvn> in nantniff to create con- 



Even more, let’s agree that it is a funda- 
mental and decent objective, more at- 
tainable than the tiresome Tory defeatists 
ran yet bring themselves to admit. The 
Government is convinced that work is the 
key to social, as well as economic, eman- 
cipation, and who can gainsay that view? 

Rut enough- But here lies real com- 
plexity. The easy thing to do (decent 
enough, but easy) is to shell out some 


warmer this winter. Done that. We ap- 
prove. Who wouldn’t? Labour back- 
benchers approve. Are you surprised? Is 
this what it’s all about? By no means. The 
Question - unasked yesterday, let alone 

aosvrered-- is how Labour intends to nraie 

the tax and benefit system fiairerandmore 
effective. Instead we had a mildly fatuous 
exhortation to employers to hold back on 
nay - their own, and their empfoyees - 
Bluntly, Gordon, it’s up to them to^eade 
what they need to pay people in order to 
retain them, motivate them and deliver 
growth; you don’t really have much to do 
with it Id fret when (fid you ever have to 
negotiate several hundred individual 

salaries? No: your job is the public finances, 
and we are not that much wiser this morn- 
ing on the subject than we were yesterday. 

This government’s fate seems to be to 
spin an exciting line about what it's about 
to do, and then fall just a bit short of the 
billing. It’s not dever. And people are less 
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LETTERS 


Deer hunting 

Sin Those of us involved over 
the past 10 years in opposing 
the last remnants of deer hunt- 
ing with hounds in this coun- 
try are all too familiar with the 
battle cry of the pro-hunt lob- 
by, “No hunting - no deer". 
Spokesmen for the hunts pro- 
fess how much they love the 
deeT and love seeing them 
about. Yet, like the child who 
takes his ball away when oth- 
ers refuse to play according to 
bis rules, when the deer hunts 
see the end in sight, their 
tunc dramatically changes and, 
as Nicholas Schoon states 
(“Bloody revenge for stag hunt 
ban' 1 , 25 November), “the 
slaughter, motivated by a com- 
bination of anger, greed and 
the desire to make a point" 
takes over. 

In other words, if they are 
deprived of their litlie bit of fun 

- albeit fun at the expense of 
extreme suffering caused to 
the hunted deer- then they will 
make the most money they 
can from lolling them off. 

Perhaps the Government 
should revise any subsidies paid 
to farmers in direct ratio to the 
thousands of pounds we are told 
they have made out of killing off 
the deer (gone dealers' records 
will show who they are). 

If the Quantock herd is in 
danger of extinction within a 
few months, we shall all know 
where to look for the culprits 

- and it wiQ not be the anti-hunt 
welfarists. 

DOREEN CRONIN 

Taunton 

Somerset 

Sin Following the ban on stag 
hunting with hounds on Na- 
tional Trust laud, it appears 
that hunL-supporting farmers 
have taken drastic action in or- 
der to demonstrate (he fulfil- 
ment of their own predictions, 
rather than manage the deer 
population in a responsible 
manner. 

The behaviour of these 
farmers cannot be regarded as 
deer management and it must 
be seen as an isolated incident 
of revenge after the abolition 
of stag hunting with bounds. If 
such farmers had truly wished 
to reduce the deer population, 
they should have shot binds and 
younger males, in accordance 
with the cull figures set by the 
Quantocks Deer Management 
Group. Deer management best 
practice involves the harvest of 



a sustainable surplus of animals, 
rather than the execution of 
large trophy kills. 

As a representative body for 
both professional and recre- 
ational deer managers and 
stalkers, the British Associa- 
tion for Shooting and Con- 
servation strongly condemns 
the behaviour of this group of 
people who have mistakenly 
drawn public attention to their 
misleading and irresponsible 
behaviour. 

LESLEY FERGUSON 
British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation 
Wrexham, Clwyd 

Sin It is clear that the slaugh- 
ter of red deer stags in the 
Quantock Hills was largely 
the work of one bloody- 
minded individual. I suggest 
that he spends the profits 
from his vindictive butchery on 
a deer-proof fence. 

TIM GARRETT 
London N7 


Children in care 


Sir. Andreas Whittam Smith 
rightly highlights the failings of 
the readential child care system 
(25 November), but the solution 
is not as simple as making res- 
idential care a national service, 
with foster care remaining at lo- 
cal level Quid care services 
need to be integrated, as chil- 
dren and young people may 
well need different types of 
placements at different points 
in their lives. 

One of the real problems is 
that residential care is still too 


often seen as the “dumping 
ground" for young people for 


whom foster care isn’t available. 
Aiqr service which is seen as sec- 
ond best by those who provide 
it will inevitably be experi- 
enced as second best by those 
receiving it Despite the pletho- 
ra of reports on residential 
child care, we still haven’t got 
the basics right, in terms of re- 
cruitment, training and support 


of staff. We are nowhere near 
meeting the tarots set down for 
proportions of trained staff 
working in care settings and it 
is questionable whether this can 
be achieved without addition- 
al funding being made available. 

We also need to change pub- 
lic attitudes. The attitude that “if 
you're homeless or in jafl, you 
probably grew up in care" con- 
tinues to present a negative im- 
age of young people themselves, 
rather than the system which has 
failed them. Statistics show that 


you're as likely to end up home- 
less, or in trouble, or haw a ma- 


jor drink problem if you've been 
in the armed forces as you are 
if you've been in care. 

Children in public care are 
not someone else’s problem, 
they are everyone’s responsi- 
bility. A simple test for those 
providing, purchasing, working 
in, or inspecting residential 
child care is to ask the question 
“Would this service be good 
enough for my children if I 


couldn’t look after them for any 
reason?” If the answer is no, 
then it’s not good enough for 
any children. 

CATHY JAMIESON 
Who Cares? Scotland 
Glasgow 

Cure for car addicts 

Sin Nicholas Schoon quotes- 
Michael Meacher as saying 
that there must be “more dis- 
criminatory use of cars” 
(“Prescott's global mission”, 
19 November). This is a classic 
example of a worthy aim to 
which all will subscribe and 
&OT 2 which most will find dever 
grounds to daim exemption. So 
how can we be cured of such a 
deeply ingrained addiction? 

The quick answer is by road 
tolls and an increase in the 
price of petrol and diesel. 
However, there is good evi- 
dence that most car users will 
tolerate substantial increases in 
cost. The real victims will be 


small businesses, the poor and 
nearly poor. 

Why not focus on carbon? 
An alternative to the blunt in- 
strument of pricing could be 
the carbon smart card, a cred- 
it card charged with a given 
number of kilograms of carbon 
as an annual allowance. Each 
time a fed was bought, the card 
would be debited tbe appro- 
priate number of units ac- 
cording to tbe carbon-intensity 
of thefueL 

The allowance would need 
to take account of people with 
special needs and those in rur- 
al locations. It could be ma- 
nipulated year by year to reflect 
the country’s performance in 
meeting C0 2 targets. 

The scheme is not discrimi- 
natory or inflationary and would 
provide an incentive to manu- 
facturers to accelerate the pro- 
duction of ultra-efficient and 
hybrid vehidea ft wotijd achieve 
public acceptance since it is 
targeted at a global rather than 


a domestic problem and is not 
a thinly disguised tax. 

Professor PETER F SMITH 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
London W1 

Sir James Cache’s greenhouse 
effect figures (Letters, 22 No- 
vember) are misleading: trans- 
port accounts in the UK for 22 
per cent, and world-wide for 28 
per cent, of CO 2 emission 
(OECD, 1993). 

Even more serious is the un- 
conscionable waste of fossil 
fuel. Evidence shows a perma- 
nent decline in global oil pro- 
duction within the next 20 yeans 
( Nature, Vol 387). Continuing 
car use increase world-wide 
will increase the discrepaiuy be- 
tween demand and supply, with 
the certain outcome of wars for 
oil. One oD war, however dis- 
guised, has happened already, 
in the Gulf in 1991. 

Professor G V R BORN 
London ECl 


Global warming 

Sin The US and Australia ev- 
idently discern so tittle danger « 
from global warming that they 
see no need to curb their car- 
bon dioxide emissions (“Par- 
adise islands: will tbe world act 
to save them?", 24 November). 
Presumably, then, they would 
not mind signing op to a 
scheme to compensate people 
and nations adversely affected 
in the future, in “the unlikely 
event" that global warming 
proves to be a real threat. 

It should not be beyond hu- 
man imag ination to come up 
unth a scheme whereby nations 
emitting significant levels of 
carbon dioxide would share the 
liability based on, say, the to- 
tal amounts of the gas that each 
would have emitted since 1990. - 

In some cases, cadi pay-™ 
ments might be enough; but for 
the millions displaced by rising 
sea levels, alternative citizenship 
might have to be offered. This 
really would give Australia a 
reason to consider its sustain- 
able population leveL 
JIM HART 
Edinburgh 

Irish war record 

’ Sir: The devastating effect on 
British shipping in 1940 by U- 
boats off the west coast of Ire- 
land (Letters, 22 November) is 
set out in detail by Winston 
Churchill in Volume II of his 
publication The Second World 
War. He wrote to President 
Roosevelt on 13 December 
1940: 

Now ihal we are denied the use or 
Irish ports and airfields our diffi- 
culties restrain our flotilla*, to the ul> 
mosi limit ... we are so hard-pressed 
at sea that we cannot undertake to 
cany any longer the 400,000 tons of 
feeding stuffs and fertiliser which we 
have hitherto convoyed to Eire 
through an the attacks of the enemy. 

He spoke of “The straits to 
which we are being reduced by 
Irish action”. 

JOHN ALDERSON 
Ottery St Mary. Devon 

Fear in Albuquerque 

Sin Will someone explain to 
me why an American couple, 
fearful of harassment in 
Albuquerque (Comment, 22' 
November), can settle in 
Colchester so easily? Is this be- 
cause they are not Slovakian 
gypsies? • 

GUY CARLESS 
Wareham. Dorset 
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How to judge the success of an advertising campaign while wearing a leaky hat 



miles 

KINGTON 


When Labour won the election in May 
(more than six months ago! that means it’s 
only a bit more than four years to go to 
the next election!) they were jubilant as 
well they might be. 

“We’ve done it!” they cried. “We’ve 
actually done it!" 

But done what? 

It has always strode me as curious when 
a party greets an election victory as an ' 
achievement or a performance, or a 
valiant deed, because the party itself has 
done nothing —it is the electors who have 
done the hard work. Oh yes, the party has 
done the campaigning, the promising and 
rht- talking, hut that is not what parties are 
primarily for parties are for governing and 
running a place. It is what happens after 
an election that matters, not before. It’s 
just that yon just wouldn’t think so from 
the way tbe winning party shout: We’ve 
done it! 


In a funny sort of way, the Tories got it 
right. When the size of their election de- 
feat became dear, they handed it to 
Labour for the way they had fought the 
campaign. Brifliaiit strategy ... great image- 
building ... wonderful communication -all 
this the Kbry party conceded admiringly. 
They never said they thought that New 
Labour would be good at forming a gov- 
ernment and running tbe place, only that 
they were good at winning elections. It was 
like an advertising agency applauding an 
advertising campaign run by a rival agency. 

What do I mean -it was like it? It was 
exactly the same! When it comes to an ejec- 
tion, each party is an advertising agency. 
We bought the Labour slogans, and we 
bought the product. The product sounded 
good, and sounded hopeful It sounded as 
If zt would work better than the old model, 
the Tory one that we had been using for 
13 years, and which was getting chipped 


and rusty and was developing strange 
rattles. Better to trade the old Tory model 
in for the New Labour model 

And now that has been done, and tbe 
first signs are beginning to appear that 
when they got the New Labour model out 
of the box, and plugged it in and started 
it working, it had a few strange rattles as 
well. Well, madam, of course there are - 
it's a new model and it needs to run itself 
in; you always get a few strange noises with 
a new government; after all, it’s bound to 
squeak a bit if it's squeaky dean! No, 
seriously ... 

But it happens all the time. Ws are 
always falling in love with an image and 
then running up against the reality. 

Not so very long ago my wife got an 
Orange telephone because she was work- 
ing fr>r a month in a place where there was 
no public phone. Fine. Then she brought 
it home. This wasn’t such a good move. In 


the valley where we live you can't receive 
ot send messages on Orange phones, so it 
became useless. We wrote to Orange ex- 
plaining why we would like to discontinue 
our use of an Orange phone. After a while 
they wrote back, saying they had been fry- 
ing to phone us, but with no luck ... 

Virgin is another firm with a shiny rep- 
utation, but when ray wife and I booked 
a transatlantic flight with them this sum- 
mer, we had an extremely disappoin t ing trip 
(food running out before everyone had 
been fed, etc, etc). 

Yes. I know everyone says how good 
their experience with Virgin has been - 1 
can only tell you what ferr .-ned to me, and 
that is what most of us iei-;e to. 

For instance, when I bo.'gbt an Aus- 
tralian Driza-Bone hat (“the fcigend of the 
bush") during a wet visit to ‘Males, I was 
quite prepared for it to sto* leu log the rain 
in one day, sooner or tote • 1 didn’t 


expect was for it to become sodden and 
start leaking on my head the very first lim e 
I wore it. It has leaked ever since, so that 
I now only wear my Australian Driza-Bone 
hat when it is sunny, which is somewhat 
self-defeating. 

Nor, recently, after I took my trusty old 
Saab to the Saab garage for an expensive 
service, did I expect the trusty old Saab to 
completely seize up a couple of days lat- 
er, especially noi at Jam bn the outskirts 
of Chelte nham ... 

Maybe I have just had a run of bad luck. 

Maybe the god of humorists is putting 
a few duff experiences my way as what he 
thinks is great material for an article or two. 

Maybe. 

Personalty, I blame the Government. 

The Comment Editor apologises for inad- 
vertently reprinting Aides Kington Jr Monday 
column in yesterday's editions. 
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Other people's lives are more 
than just a public peep show 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

THE RIGHT NOT 
TO BE KNOWN 


Only if Humphrey the cat had had it off with 
Roy Hattereley’s mongrel Buster, could yes- 
terday have been a better day for our mid- 
dle range tabloids. As it was, Humphrey’s 
exile to south London rated greater cover- 
age in the Daily Mail than did the collapse 
of Yamaichi Securities and the implosion of 
the South Korean economy. But the Down- 
ing Sheet moggy st31 rated considerably few- 
er column inches than did the private 
tribulations of the Spencer family, and the 
agony of all those caught up in the aftermath 
of the death of Michael Hutchence. 

In the case of Earl Spencer, revenge was 
sweet for the editors who he had turned away 
from his sister's funeral and upon whose 
venerable heads he had then heaped the 
most effective scorn. In a courtroom in South 

Africa — all in the public domain and with- 
out anyone having to bug a single phone or 
pay a single paparazzo - a tale was told of 
serial adultery and marital unpleasantness. 
“Tlvelve women in 5 months” became the 
memorable statistic of the week, just as the 
most durable image was of the wronged wife 
and her bizarre new ally, Chan Lai Collopy 
(one of the women who had collaborated 
in wronging her), walking together to the 
courtroom, the sun catching their beautiful 
long hair. 

The Michael HutcheDce story, being a 
continuing saga, we had got round to slag- 
gingoff Bob Geldof as the “man what drove 
him to ft” -though we weren't quite finished 
with Hutchence the Wild Child. With 
Hutchence still unburied, I discovered (in 
the Express , “Star who lived and died for 
sex”) that his genitalia bad been nick- 
named the Tkj Mahal - for reasons that 
seemed clear to Express journalist Louise 
Gannon, but that mystified me - and that 
one ex-lover had said of him, “The first time 
we went to bed, he did six things within the 
hour that I was sure were illegal.” Ms 
Gannon, who is more of a woman of the 
world than I am, comments that “one can 
only imagine what ‘illegal acts' Hutchence 
initiated.” 

But, oh, how salacious! How titillating! 
Better than a Joan Collins novel! Juicier than 
a nice murder! And just in case any of us 
were guiltily wondering whether we had a 
right to know any of this - whether its dis- 
closure was really in the public interest - the 
intelligent Henry Porter was on hand in the" 
Mail to reassure us. Lambasting the Earl’s 
support for restrictions on the press, Mr 


Porter averred that “the most vocal advo- 
cates of a privacy law are those with most 
to hide”. Take, for instance, the revelations 
about Robin Cook’s affair and split from his 
wife. Says Porter, “Naturally, any man ex- 
periencing this kind of upheaval is affect- 
ed and il is as well for voters to be in 
possession of this information." 

It would be easy at this point to accept 
Porter’s argument on the basis thai he shares 
with Gannon unique insights into the hu- 
man condition, such that “this information” 
helps him to make use fa] judgements on Fbr- 
eign Secretaries and others. But before we 
do, we should perhaps read on. “Of course,” 
he continues, referring in part to the Sun- 
day Mirror's tidal duvet expose of former MP, 
Piers Merchant, “there are important crit- 
icisms to be made about the conduct of the 
Press ... particularly when mini video cam- 
eras are deployed in people's bedrooms.” 

No, Mr Pbrter, this will not do; your ar- 
gument has just fallen apart. If it is in the 
public interest to know about Mr Merchant's 
affairs (so that we may the more accurate- 
ly judge him), then his words to Ms Anna 
Cox, his endearments, his passion should 
also be in the public domain. Given the dan- 
gerous fondness of public men for erotic as- 
phyxiation these days, we are entitled to 
inspect them for signs of attempting to en- 
hance their orgasms. We need to know how 
happy politicians' and rock-stars' mar- 
riages are, or what trouble their children 
are in. If this is best accomplished by hid- 
ing cameras in their boudoirs, then what's 
the problem? 

And do not many of these folk court pub- 
licity in the first place? It is their choice to 
talk about their sweet kiddies to interview- 
ers, to be photographed in flattering light 
for publication, to tread the boards before 
us. Does not this justify our interest in those 
aspects of their lives that they would rather 
not share with us? Thke, for example, CNN 
tycoon Ted Turner and his speech to an ed- 
itors’ lunch, where he claimed that he and 
his wife, Jane Fonda, mak e love three 
times a day. This prompted another femme 
du monde , the sceptical Glenys Roberts in 
yesterday’s Family Wues (ie sex obsessed) 
Mail to wonder, “does anything go on 
behind the bedroom door?” and to attempt 
to answer the question. Tfed had, surety, 
brought Ms Roberts upon himself. Hadn’t 
he? 

Well yes, if you believe that the dinner 
party guest to whom you confided your dis- 
like of your brother-in-law, say, is then en- 
titled to take secret photographs of you nude 
in bed, or rummage through your rubbish 
bin in search of further information. Or if 
you accept that, should the local paper snap 
you and your smiling children on the way 
to school they are then morally dear to pub- 
lish purloined details of your son’s poor aca- 
demic record in the next edition. 

But you don’t believe that, do you? Your 
private life is your own affair and your fam- 
ily’s, messy and complicated as it is. And so 
it it must be with others. Michael 
Hutchence? Look, it’s none of your busi- 
ness. Earl Spencer? It’s none of your busi- 
ness. Len and Betty Tubb? Really, it's none 
of your goddamned business. South Korea 
goes belly up? Now that one is your busi- 
ness. If you can find out about it 


Don’t end one of our few great 
Enlightenment legacies 



ANDREW 
MARR 
ON MUSEUM 
CHARGES 


The Conservative Party was 
shocked. It understood that it 
lost the election. These things 
happen, even to great parties. 
But why was it so bated by $0 
many otherwise mild, reason- 
able people? Well, one reason 
was that the Tories came to 
seem mean in spirit custodians 
of a grim, Treasury-dominated 
world in which everything bad 
a price and nothing seemed to 
have value outside the ledger 
book. This is not a mean- 
spirited country, however. So 
we elected a new government. 

And now, is it all happening 
again? One of the things the 
Treasury never quite managed 
to achieve under the Tbries was 
to puL price-barriers up around 
the very best of our art galleries 
and museums. One of the glo- 
ries of Britain has been the 
freely available great art col- 
lections, from Glasgow and 
Plymouth to Sheffield and 
Belfast The best of the best are 
in London, where from chunks 
of the Parthenon in the British 
Museum, through the main- 
stream Western painting col- 
lections of the National Gallery 
and the National Portrait 
Gallery, to the modem and 
British ait of the 'fate, the 
people have had free access to 
one of the great accuraula- . 
tions of world art' 

This heritage is not a rem- ; 
nant of the post-war state. It 
dates from the founding of the 
British Museum in 1759. For 
more than 200 years, national 
politicians and municipal au- 
thorities have recognised that 
free admission is good for cul- 
ture, education and the gener- 
al mental well-being of the 
country. It is, to use a hopeless 
old-fashioned term, elevating. 

Now, with the arrival of a 
Shiny new Labour government, 
one which revels in the rubbed- 
off glamour of rock stars and 
fashion designers, and which 
has boldly used the word “Cul- 
ture” in renaming the Depart- 



A public value beyond price: looking at the Elgin marbles in the British Museum 


ment of National Heritage, 
there seems a real possibility 
that it could all be brought to 
an end. 

The rumour was started a 
couple of weeks ago when the 
undeniably cultured arts min- 
ister, Mark Fisher, made a 
speech to the Museums and 
Galleries Commission in which 
he failed to mention free ad- 
mission at all - even though it 
had been a pretty constant 
theme of Labour in opposition. 
It is now dear that the Treasury 
is giving Mr Fisher’s boss, Chris 
Smith, a very torrid time over 
the issue. 

The Culture Secretary wants 
to protect free admissions and 
to begin to turn the tide so as 
to open tip some of the charg- 
ing museums, like the Natural 
History Museum and the V&A. 
But with their budgets cut in 
real terms and little support 
from the Heasuiy, the free na- 
tional museums are already 
under terrible pressure to 

char ge. . 

The most immediate prob- 
lem is at the British Museum, 
where the move away of the 
British Library and recent grant 
cuts have pushed the trustees 
dose to the brink of accepting 
charges. They meet on 
December 6 and have a real 
dilemma about how the Muse- 
um is going to get through the 
next financial year. 

The consensus in Museum- 
land is that if the BM topples, 
many other muse ums and gal- 
leries throughout Britain wiD 
give up the struggle and begin 


The only way to be radical is to be prudent 



PETER 


The idea that the Left faces a 

perpetual choice between be- 
ing prudent and radical has 
dogged us for years. This must 
be exposed for what it is: a false 
choice which serves nobody 
but the Tbries. It was an idea put 
with great vigour in The Inde- 
pendent leading article yester- 
day (“Stake out the centre, by 
— all means, but don’t call it rad- 

vlANDELSON 

“very prudent” we were in- 

IEPLIES TO THE 

_ _ w __ the same time as you stroke and 

N DEPENDENT soothe the middle ground. 

Radical means change and 

change upsets people”. 

Having set out the choice 
the leader commended the 
Government’s prudence whilst 

sodding us for presuming to call 

ourselves radical. It agreed 
with Labour’s economic policy. 
It agreed that nothing justifies 

• departing from the spending 

limits set by the previons gov- 
ernment. It singled out health 
and education as needing extra 
n»gh ignoring the fact that 

Gordon Brown did that, too, in 
the budget! - but agreed that 
the total spend had to be kept 
to. It even supported our deci- 
sion to implement the cuts in 
lone parent benefit, calling oh 

Labour, in language that would 
get a government minister 

lynched, to “distance itself from 

the poverty lobby”. 

It may seem odd to take 

issue with an artide pledging 
apparent support with the Gov- 
ernment's ecoiMmic policy, but 
. . the sting was in the taiL If we 

were determined to be this 

prudent why did we want to win 


the next election? What for? 
’Whs the Government just “a 
vehicle for consolidation and 
compromise” that had aban- 
doned the aspiration of radi- 
calism for ever? 

This snootiness needs to be 
challenged on two fronts. First 
the intellectual absurdity of 
the position that economic pru- 
dence precludes radicalism. 
There is absolutely no baas for 
this damaging assertion. It ef- 
fectively defines radicalism as 
imprudence and taunts the left 
with the message, *yoa can’t call 
yourself a radical unless you 
take risks with 


from virtually every political de- 
rision; but upsettingthe maxi- 
mum number of people should 
not define radicalism. Presum- 
ably “people who matter” are 
the voters, and, as the Tories 
found out at the last election, 
the best way to upset them is 
to break premises. But break- 
ing promises is not radical it is 
radically stupid. It is not some- 
thing which this Government is 
going to do. The test of radi- 
calism is how far a gov ernmen t 
is prepared to please people by 
delivering a radical pro- 
gramme, not how far it is pre- 


flation, by acting now. 

But the argument that we 
are not radical just does not 
stand up. At the election, 
people wondered how much of 
a difference we would make. 
We ore making progress - not 
just the five pledges but the 
whole manifesto. Schools are 
getting £lbn more next year, 
and £1 3bn for capital repairs. 
We are training up every pri- 
mary school teacher to hit our 
targets on literacy and numer- 
acy. We have funded summer 
and after-school dabs to help 
kids carch up. And we have al- 


the economy”. 

This is the op- 
posite of the 
truth. All logic 
and historical 
precedent tells 
us that you 
cannot be a 
radical if you 

take risks with 

the economy. 

As Labour has found to its cost 
in the past, unless governments 


'Logic and historical precedent tells us you cannot 
be a radical if you take risks with the economy. 
Unless governments get the economic fundamentals 
right, they cannot pursue radical objectives, because 
they become preoccupied with fire-fighting’ 


right, they cannot pursue rad- 


come preoccupied with 
fire-fighting. 

The other definition which 
■was used yesterday to define 
radicalism is that it should up- 
set people. “Without upsetting 
someone, some day, some- 
where (and that means people 
who matter, not rich potential 
donors), you can’t be radical* 
Again die logic of this is faulty. 

Of course not all policies win 
please everybody: there are al- 
ways losers as weU'as winners 


pared to upset people by 
radically departing from it 
Which brings me to the sec- 
ond basis on which the leading 
article needs to be challenged. 
This is the erroneous assertion 
that this Government is prov- 
ing the thesis by choosing pru- 
dence rather than radicalism, 
while pretemfing to be afl things 
to all people. Certainly we are 
being pnidenL ft Bright that we 
take tough decisions to put 
the economy on track for the 
long term. It i$ right that we 
tackle the huge deficit in the 
public finances left to us by the 
Tbries. And it is certainly right 
that we take no chances with in- 


ready legislated to raise the 
money to cut cla ss sizes. 

We are tackling long-term 
andyouth unemployment. The 
£3.5bn programme to get 
people to work, based on the 
principle that rights and re- 
sponsibilities go together, is 
the most ambitious programme 
yet seen to counter economic 
exclusion. Pilots Start in Janu- 
ary, the full programme in 
Wtey, and we are extending 
new opportunities to lone par- 
ents and disabled people. 

There is £L2bn next year, 
£300m this year, for the NHS. 
But with money goes mod- 
ernisation: a new cooperation 


to chaige admission too. This 
may be the hype of campaign- 
ers, but there are plenty of 
people in Whitehall and at 
Westminster who agree. A tra- 
dition rooted in the Enlight- 
enment and secured by the 
Victorians could then gutter 
and disappear under Blair. The 
Treasury couldn’t give a hoot 
But many people will What 
happens over the next fortnight 
will affect Labour’s reputation 
for a long time to come. 

But isn't the Treasury right, 
you may ask. Why should the 
rest of us subsidise those who 
wish to wander and k)B in front 
of old paintings or sculpture? 
Isn’t this just like the Opera: 
old, flitist culture which should 
straggle in the market for its 
quids like everything else? And 
why should British taxpayers 
whose idea of fine art is an 
Athena print pay for the aes- 
thetic pleasure of cultural 
tourists from Kyoto, Hamburg 
or Chicago? 

People who criticise the idea 
of free galleries and museums 
mostly don’t use them, or un- 
derstand how they are best 
used. Yes, tourists might folk 
out a fiver a head to see the 
National Gallery once. Yes, 
there are some better-off art ad- 
dicts who would pay time and 
time again, becoming “friends” 
of favourite galleries, buying 
season tickets or whatever. 

But for those of us who love 
these galleries, and people who 
are learning to love them, the 
whole point is to be able to pop 
in. An hour or two leaves you 


with social services, new em- 
phasis on public health, special 
action against breast cancer, the 
end of two-tier waiting lists, and 
a White Paper next week with 
a new regime to lever up stan- 
dards and efficiency. 

We have modernised poli- 
tics. A Scottish Parliament, a 
Welsh Assembly and elected 
mayors are already on the way. 

And we have brought pur- 
pose and vision to our relations 
with Europe. The Jobs Summit 
was the latest occasion where 
we demonstrated the benefits 
of working with our partners 
not against them. 

Nor can it be said that we 
have not been prepared to take 
on powerful people who dis- 
agree with us. fty telling that 
to the bosses of the privatised 
utilities whose companies have 
funded the £53bn windfall levy 
to pay for our jobs programme. 

Or the lawyers, whose abuse of 

the Legal Aid system will be 
stopped by our radical no win, 
no fee proposals. 

Thus radicalism and pru- 
dence not only can coexist but 
they must. The left has tor- 
mented itself for far too long on 
the sort of arguments put for- 
ward yesterday on these pages. 
It is time that we recognise the 
choice is one that suits the 
Tories and no one else. The 
challenge for this Government 
is to prove for ever that the 
choice does not exist, so that it 
can never be posited ag ain. 
Now that would be radical 

Hamah McRae's column ap- 
peals today on page 16 with the 

pre-Budget commentary. 


with aching feet and a numb 
mind. You need to be able to 
U-turn off the street, or 
squeeze a stolen quarter of an 
hour, to look at a particular 
painting or exhibit. Charging 
would stop most people even 
thinking of doing so. Unsur- 
prisingly, galleries that do 
charge have found fewer peo- 
ple making short visits. 

In the end, the argument re- 
duces to whether great art is 
valuable - not for national 
hoarding but for popular ex- 
periencing. How much good 
does that do? From the stand- 
point of the state, how do you 
measure that indescribable 
whoosh of pleasure in the mind 
of milling citizens who experi- 
ence at first hand the emotional 
and intellectual power of a 
Stanley Spencer or a Titian? 
What’s it worth on the balance 
sheet? 

~ Answer: nothing. Aitcritics 
and philosophers have, from 
time to time, tried to demon- 
strate that a love of form- and 
colour, of drawing and harmo- 
ny, leads to better citizenship, 
moral intelligence and good liv- 
ing. None has succeeded. None 
ever will. 

And it doesn’t matter a 
damn. Pleasure doesn’t need an 
external measure of value. The 
great collections are there be- 
cause, generation after gener- 
ation, people liked and valued 
them. Lots of people from dif- 
ferent backgrounds found they 
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made life more tolerable. They 
soothed, excited, provoked, 
reassured 

Retaining them as great 
stone-dad machines to make us 
happier is part of our national 
luck. For any democrat it is a 
luck that should be shared as 
widely as possible. Putting bar- 
riers at the doors of the 
National or the Thte will - 
whatever the politicians say - 
shut out people whose lives 
would otherwise be enriched by 
what is behind them. 

Above all, these galleries 
and museums and their con- 
tents belong to us. not them. 
They are not the property of 
trustees, or the Treasury, or ary 
passing political administra- 
tion. Unlike any private theatre, 
or cinema, they are ours. Dis- 
couraging us from entering 
them would be like charging 
people to walk through Trafal- 
gar Square, or Cambridge, or 
Edinburgh New Town. 

One of the central philo- 
sophical failings of the Con- 
servative years was a failure to 
understand property the value 
of the public, as 3gainst the pri- 
vate. The public space, collec- 
tion, building or service 
provides a place where we can 
all stand equally together, at 
least for a while. Whatever 
their own tastes, earlier gener- 
ations of Labour politicians 
understood the point instinc- 
tively. I hope that this one 
does too. 


Unemployment latest: 
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Tokyo stocks dip 
again as yen sinks 
to five-year low 


Amid a continuing atmosphere of 
anxiety in East Asia yesterday, the 
Tokyo stock exchange fell sharply, 
the yen sank to its weakest level 
In five years, and yet another big 
Japanese financial institution saw 
its credit rating downgraded to 
junk bond status. Richard Uoyd Parry 
reports on the deepening Far East 
financial crisis from Seoul. 


The Nikkei average of 22 5 shores sank by 
854 points to dose at 15,867.53, a drop of 
more than 5 per cent, the day after 
Yamaichi Securities, Japan's fourth-largest 
brokerage, was forced to dose in post-war 
Japan's biggest corporate collapse. In an 
alarming development, Yasuda Trust, the 
country's fourth-biggest trust bank, saw its 
debt downgraded by a leading credit 
agency to junk bond status, a decision wbidi 
dealt the final blow to Yamaichi last week. 

Banking analysts in Tokyo, however, do 
not expect Yasuda to suffer the same fate, 
although it will face intense difficulties in 
the short term. Yasuda is the fourth- 
largest of Japan's seven trust banks, and 
like many of its competitors it has been hard 
hit by the collapse in land prices which have 
rendered many of its borrowers unable to 
repay their loans. Yesterday it announced 
a pre-tax loss of 755 billion yen (£356m) 
in the six months to September, compared 
to a ¥4bn profit the year before. 

The credit rating agency Standard and 
Poor’s (S&P) lowered its long-term ratings 
for Yasuda from BB-plus to BBB-minus 
with negative outlook, below investment 
grade. In the medium term, S&P said* “It 
will be difficult for Yasuda to overcome 
challenges such as its seriously impaired as- 
set quality, rising stock market volatility, 
growing wariness among investors and a 
slumping domestic economy." 

It as expected, Moody’s announces a 
similar downgrade tomorrow, Yasuda will 
find it almost impossible to borrow money 
on the international markets as long as the 
rating lasts. 

By the time Mooch's announced an even 
more drastic downgrade of Yamaichi last 
Friday, the brokerage's lines of credit had 
dried up and it was forced to close itself 
dowa The collapse of a bank such as Yasuda 
Trust would have a far more serious effect 
on international sentiment but, for several 
reasons, this is unlikely to happen. 

For a start, it is a oore member of the 


Fuyo Croup, one of Japan's keiKtsu - huge 
corporate groupings of banks, Tn»my a rv y 
companies, trading houses and manufac- 
turers, linked by cross-shareholdings and 
close personal relationships between 
executives. Within hours of the S&P 
announcement yesterday, Yasuda Ttust 
made an allocation of ¥50bn of new 
shares to Fuyo Group memheis,. inducting 
Fuji Bank, which is expected to tide it over 
in the short term. 

No bank in a large keoefcu has ever been 
allowed to go bust and both corporate allies 
and the Japanese authorities are likely to 
view such a feilure as a step too far, certainly 
in the current atmosphere. UnKke Yamaichi, 
which was tainted by scandals involving 
corporate racketeers and the illegal 
concealment of losses, Yasuda enjoys a 
sound reputation. “It has interesting busi- 
nesses left” said Walter Altherr, banking 
analyst at Jardine Fleming in Tbkya “Un- 
like Yamaichi ifs not rotten to the core.” 

There were scuffles at Yamaichi branch- 
es yesterday as customers queued in the 
rain to dose their accounts and collect their 
securities, and the Bank of Japan provid- 
ed 800 billion yen in unsecured interest- 
free loans to ensure liquidity, according to 
Japanese press reports. The finance min- 
ister, Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, repeated his as- 
surances that the government would take 
“all necessary measures to ensure stability 
in the financial system”, but shares were 
still sold heavily and seven out of the 10 
biggest losers were banks. But the gov- 
ernment’s efforts to reassure the markets 
that they will not allow chaos to descend 
were reckoned by some analysts to have 
limited the damage. “It could have been 
worse,” said Brian Waterhouse of James 
Capel inlbkyo. “The sense I get now is that 
politicians and bureaucrats are now moving 
in the mm direction, and that the worst 
is already over." 

The yen closed at 128 to the dollar, its 
weakest for five years, exacerbating concerns 
that cheaper Japanese exports would in- 
crease Japan's trade surplus with its over- 
seas partners. But in Vancouver, where 
leaders of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation forum were meeting, President 
BE Clinton told Ryutaro Hashimoto, the 
Japanese Prime Minister, that this would 
pose a “political problem". 

Mr Hashimoto was at pains to discour- 
age comparisons between Japan’s troubles 
and devaluation in Thailand, Indonesia and 
Korea. “Japan’s problems are completely 
separate from those of the so-called Asian 
currency crisis,” be said. 


South Koreans refuse to 
bow to IMF demands as 
financial crisis deepens 


When South Korea bowed to the 
inevitable last week, and appealed 
to the International Monetary 
Fund for help, It appeared that 
the end of its financial crisis was 
in sight. But, despite a financial 
situation that gets worse daily, 
both the government and 
ordinary Koreans are digging in 
their heels and struggling to avoid 
the painful cure which the IMF is 
certain to prescribe. Richard Uoyd 
Parry in Seoul and Mary Dejevsfcy in 
Vancouver report. 


As the Seoul stock exchange continued to 
sink yesterday, Korean officials were in 
negotiations with IMF officials but still 
seemingly in denial about the gravity of the 
country's situation and the depth of the eco- 
nomic problems. 

“Korea's situation is different from those 
of Thailand and Indonesia, with major eco- 
nomic fundamentals still sound and the on- 
going foreign exchange crisis stemming 
tram temporary liquidity shortage,” said 
Kim Woo Suk, director of the international 
finance department of the Ministry of Fi- 
nance and Economy. 

Korea’s plight, though, is znucb worse 
than that of the South-east Asian countries, 
X)th for its own people and in its impfi- 
sations for the world economy. Its econ- 
omy, the llth biggest in the world, is bigger 
ban those of Thailand and Indonesia 

aambined. 

The sums required to restore order are 

luge; and the deep pride of Korean 
people, together with the militancy of its 
about force, and the vacuum in its pan- 
ics, make the job of ramming the IMF’s 
■efonns home many times more difficult. 

Korea had requested $20bn (£12bn) 
rijm the IME a sum which is unanimously 
eckoned by independent analysts to be in- 
sufficient. Seoul spent billions of dollars 
a an unsuccessful attempt to support its 
urrency, the won. And although the gov- 
■mment refuses to disclose the amount left 


in its reserves, the $20bn could be needed 

to top them up alone. Then there is the 
problem of Korea’s banks, which are on 
their knees after decades of reckless 
spending, much of it guided by a govern- 
ment obsessed with output at the expense 
of profitability. According to Richard 
Samuelson, head of research at SBC Whr- 
burg in SeouL, bad loans m the banking sys- 
tem could amount to $29bn, suggesting that 
the IMF, supported chiefly by the US and 
Japan, wE have to come up with at least 
$S0bn to dear up the country's mess. 

In return it wfll certainly demand strin- 
gent austerity measures, as well as more 
transparency in the publication of gov- 
ernment statistics, flexibility in the labour 
markets, an opening of consumer markets 
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restructuring of state-owned firms and 
drastic restructuring of prime industries 
such as cars. In the short term the results 
wE be reduced growth, corporate bank- 
ruptcies and increased unemployment. 

But after years of high growth, and a 
fierce national pride in the country's 
achievements, Koreans are reluctant to bite 
the bullet. 

Meanwhile, a three-tier action plan to 
help the aflfng economies of Asia and push 
them towards reform was due to be en- 
dorsed yesterday by leaders of the 18 Pacific 
Rim countries belonging to the Apec 
grouping. 

The M anila framework, so called be- 
cause ft was drafted at last week’s prepara- 
toiy meeting in the Philippines, sets out a 
three-stage programme for any interna- 
tional economic rescue. 

It requites the country concerned lo pur- 
sue sound economic management prac- 
tices; the International Monetary Fund to 
be involved as the main overseeing au- 
thority and provider of financial help; and 
standby financing to be provided by Apec 
members to supplement what is provided 
by the IMF. 

The third element of ihe plan, for Apec 
members to provide supp lement ary 
financing for fellow members in cfistress^in 
appropriate cases”, was controversial in 
adding a regional element to any IMF 
rescue. 



Spice Girls 
fail to stop 
EMI slump 


There is fife in the Spice 

Girts yet. and their new 
album, Spiccwofid, is selling 

better at this stage than 

the first album. Spice, the 
groups record company 
.claimed yesterday. EMI said 
it had shipped 7 million 
copies of the album to 
retafiers. However, shops 
have said the record is 
selling poorly: 

The comments came as 
EMI reported a sharp fall in 
first-half profits from £M6m 
to £75 m, hit by currency 
factors, a slowdown in the 
wortd^wide musk market 

and the economic 
turbulence m the Far East. 
Spke added 8 million units 
to the 9.5 mflUon sold last 
year. Other strong sellers 
have included albums from 
Rsufiohead and the Roffihg 
Stones. New releases m the 
second half will indude 
records from Janet Jackson 
and Garth Brooks. 

Investment column, page 25 


Thorn review expected to lead to break-up 


Thom has launched a strategic 
review that is likely to lead to a 
break-up of the troubled rental 
group. Andrew fates finds that a 
succession of disasters has forced 
Thom’s management to consider 
desperate measures. 

Thorn, which runs the Radio Rentals 
chain, signalled a huge shake-up of the 
group yesterday as it embarked on a re- 
view designed to reverse its flagging share 
price. A series of large disposals and a pay- 
out to shareholders could be on the cards. 

Mike Metcalf, Thorn's chief executive, 
said: “'We wE have to review all the op- 
tions. In the current circumstances we wffi 
look at disposals. If Thorn can make sub- 
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stantial disposals then it would be appro- 
priate to return value to Shareholders.” 

Analysts believe that Thorn wfll be 
forced to sell off or demerge the US rental 
business, which has been battered by in- 
tense competition and has lost market 
share. Thom is also likely to have to re- 
structure its UK operations and sell off 
some of its underperforming European 
businesses. 

Mr Metcalf said: “There is a significant 
gap between our market value and the im- 
deriying value of the business. We have to 
dose that gap” 

While the review was welcomed by an- 
alysis, some were sceptical that Thorn could 
create much mote value for shareholders. 
One analyst said: “Radio Rentals wE con- 
tinue to decline and its US businesses have 
been hit hard. It should be able to stem the 


fall in profits but it wE struggle to produce 
strong growth winch wE be reflected in the 
values it can get for its businesses.” 

Thorn was controversially demerged 
from EMI, the music giant, in August 1996. 
Since then its shares have fallen from more 
than 400p to just 153.5p, despite recover- 
ing 3p on yesterday’s announcement. 

Thom's move came on the back of dis- 
appointing results for the six months to Sep- 
tember. The group reported a 28 per cent 
(all in pre-tax profits to £5 7.1m. 

The Radio Rentals business has been 
hit by the introduction of insurance pre- 
mium tax which has led to an average 6 per 
cent rise in the cost of rentals. 

Building society windfalls have also led 
to arise in TV and video sales rather than 
rentals. Thorn admitted yesterday that rev- 
enues from Radio Rentals would contin- 


ue to decline by around 6 to 7 per cent a 
year, despite the rise in the number of white 
goods, such as washing machines, that are 
rented. 

Thom hopes to counteract the foil by 
the rapid expansion of its Crazy George's 
electrical goods and furniture rental chain. 

Thom’s shares have also been dogged 
by litigation fears in the US over the terms 
of its rental contracts. Despite already hav- 
ing a £75 m ruling against the group, Mr 
Metcalf sought to play down the impact of 
the litigation. “These rulings only affect 60 
of our 1,400 stores in the US and if we had 
to dose those shops ft would not torpedo 
our US operations." 

Thom said it planned to complete its 
review by next May, although it hoped to 
report some progress as soon as possible. 

Investment column, page 25 
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Care First rapped by Takeover 
Panel for exaggerated claims 
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Care First, the nursing 
home operator fighting a 
£241 m cash bid from Bupa, 
looks dose to appointing a 
chief executive to replace 
Chai Patel. However the 
troubled company, 
criticised by shareholders 
for its share price 
performance, is understood 
to have been privately 
reprimanded by the 
Takeover Panel for 
exaggerating its prospects. 
Sameena Ahmad reports. 


According to industry sources, the 
company is considering appointing 
a relative unknown, Gerard Wiin- 
wrighi. as chief executive if the 
group remains independent. Mr 
Wainwrigbl was formerly manag- 
ing director of Ncsbiti Evans, the 
bath lifters to mobility equipment 


medical products company which 
was bought by Huntleigh Tech- 
nology in the early 1990s. 

Mr Wunwrigbt, who left the 
company a couple of years after the 
merger, is advising Care First's 
board on its defence against Bupa, 
the healthcare insurance giant. 

Care Fust had also considered 
Chet Bradeen, managing director 
at the Exceler musing home group, 
for the position of chief executive, 
but is no longer proceeding. 

Sources close to Care First 
have also revealed that Keith Brad- 
shaw, its founder and chairman, 
and the company’s board have 
been given a private warning by the 
Thkeover Panel for talking up the 
company's prospects as part of its 
bid defence. 

The Takeover Panel, which 
yesterday said it would not com- 
ment on any private communica- 
tion with parties in a bid situation, 
had apparently objected to the 
board’s use of the word '‘dramat- 
ic” in forecasting a change in for- 
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tune in the company's prospect: 

Bupa, which is offering 15( 
cash per share, 8p lower than Ca 
Fust’s dosing share price yestente 
is still seeking a recommendatic 
from Care. First’s board. 

It is understood that the healt 
care insurer would be prepared i 
raise its offer slightly in return fi 
a recommendation. Mr Patel, wt 
walked out in August after a clai 
with Mr Bradshaw, appears dot 
to arranging a cash and shait 
financing to trump Bupa s bid. 

Mr Patel's counter bid, and at 
further bids, including the mootc 
interest from Warburg Kncus, mu 
be on the table before 3 and 12 T> 
ce ruber, when two key shareholder 
Abbey Life Assurance and Invest 
Asset Management, have commi 
ted to sell their shares to Bupa. 

Mr Patel’s bid, likely to fc 
mainly cash with a stub equf 
element, is being backed by B 
Partners, the venture capital grou 
bought out of Baring Capital an 
advised by HSBC 
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Most of Rcdland’s board is about to 
depart as the company desperately 
attempts lo stave off a £1 .7bn hostile 
bid from its French rival Lafarge. 

The group has already confirmed 
that Robert Napier, the group's chief 
executive wbo has presided aver its 
dire share price performance in re- 
cent years, will step down with a pay- 
off of £700,000. 

However yesterday it emerged 
that he is likely to be joined by sev- 
eral other high-profile casualties, 
including Paul Hewitt, the group’s 
finance director. Analysts said the 
dear-ouL could be put down lo Red- 
land’s management paying the penalty 
for the group’s poor performance. 

The current 13-strong board is 
likely to be reduced to just two or 
three members. Rudolph Agncw, 
Rcdland’s chairman and a veteran of 
many a takeover battle, will head up 
the new board and preside over the 
group’s break-up. 

The troubled British building 
group is expected to announce to- 
morrow the sale of a 56.5 per cent 


stake in RBB. its European roof tiles 
subsidiary , to German family share- 
holders for £800m in its final defence 
document. 

It will then become a UK and US 
aggregates business and a roof tiles 
business in Asia. Mr Agnew's task will 
be to convince shareholders that he 
can realise more value for share- 
holders than the 320p-a-share cash 
offer Lafarge has put on the table. 

He is in talks with rivals about sefl- 
ing some of the aggregates businesses 
to return more cash to shareholders. 

The outcome of these talks b likely 

to be vital for the group’s defence. 
Redland is faring increasing pressure 
from institutional shareholders to de 
up a quick sale of some or ail of these 
businesses. 

One large Redland shareholder 
said yesterday: “Selling RBB is not 
enough. RedJand will have to secure 
the sale of aggregates businesses lo 
fight off the Lafarge bid. 

“If it doesn’t, the cash offer begins 
to look attractive.” 

" Andrew fates 


Severn Trent, the countiy 
’ biggest water company, yeste 
day revealed the cost of i 
conservation drive as it report* 
a 3 per cent fall in profits for tl 
first half. 

The increasing number < 
meters being fitted in domest 
premises and more efficiej 
water consumption by iodustri 
customers meant an £8.5 m n 
duction tnineorrie. 

The foil is revenue was on 
partially offset by £7m in co 
reductions and group profits fc 
the six months ended 30 Sej 
tember fell from £l97m i 
£19L3iu. 

Profits from non -regulate 
businesses, principally Che was 
management business. Biff 
grew by 10.6 per cent But ti 
Severn Trent management, le 
by Vk Cocker, chief eaecutivi 
conceded it would be a toug 
task to offset the decline in coi 
revenues by growing unregt 
la ted businesses. 
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Korea will accept IMF’s conditions — probably 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE IMF 
PACKAGE. THE 
NATIONAL GRID 
PLAN AND THE 
LIBERTY BUNFIGHT 


The pendulum of international attention 
swept away from Japan yesterday gndbacfc 
to South Korea, where the government 
seems to be limbering up for outright re- 
jection of the terms of the International 
Monetary Fund's $20bn bail-out package. 
If this occurs, it will profoundly deepen 
this already serious crisis. The Koreans 
would be saying no to the necessary 
package of austerity measures and struc- 
tural reforms that go with the IMF’s aid. 

The consequences of rejection, for 
Korea, the region and the world, would 
be so disastrous that it is bard to think 0 f 
the present manoeuvring? as anything oth- 
er than political posturing, for which there 
is an obvious need with an election com- 
ing up. Denis Healey tried the same thing 
during our own humiliating negotiations 
with the IMF in the mid 1970s; in the end 
the British government caved in. 

Whether God's chosen people are pre- 
pared to do the same is anyone’s guess. 
It may be that, looking over the precipice, 
they are indeed prepared to jump. The Ko- 
rean economic miracle is almost certainly 
over in any case, but refusal of all aid would 
sink the South Korean economy into a po- 
tentially disastrous recession. 

Despite the obvious parallels, the 
South Korean economy is very different 
from that of Japan. Japan is in a danger- 
ous, downward deflationary spiral, true 
enough, but it is not bust It is a big ma- 
ture economy, with a burgeoning trade 
deficit, untold riches in terms of reserves 
and overseas investments, and a very large 
number of powerful, world-class, in- 
ternational companies. The problem lies 


in its overprotected and regulated service, 
property and finan cial sectors. 

Korea’s economic mirade, by contrast, 
basbeen largely built on debt and is highly 
dependent on a tight relationship between 
government and the big conglomerates 
that dominate its industries. Further- 
more, it has an even deeper distrust of any- 
thing that smacks of foreign capital and 
competition than Japan. In other words. 
South Korea is desperately in need of IMF 
reform but because of the protected, cor- 
rupt and cronyish nature of its econom- 
ic establishment, it will fight like an alley 
cat to resist change. 

Unfortunately for Korea, the alterna- 
tive is too ghastly to contemplate - a se- 
ries of spectacular bankruptcies, not just 
in the financial sector, but because of the 
highly geared nature of her companies, 
spreading into the industrial heartland. 
The knock-on effects in the Asia Pacific 
region and the world economy would be 
equally disturbing. At this stage, the bal- 
ance of probability must still be that Korea 
will eventually accept the IMF's terms, for 
it needs a lot more than the $20bn so far 
offered. But don't bet on it. . 


Put this plan 
back in its Box 

Let an accountant out of his Box and half- 
baked capital reconstructions of the type 
unveiled yesterday by the National Grid 
are the inevitable result. Stephen Box has 
been finance director at the Grid for four 


Shareholders puzzled by National 
Grid’s ‘take it then give it back’ plan 


National Grid yesterday 
announced plans to hand 
back £770m to its 
shareholders in the form 
of a complex special 
ll dividend package after 
the company admitted it 
could see no short-term 
investment 

opportunities overseas. 
Chris Gadsmark , Business " 
Correspondent reports. 


The Grid became the latest pri- 
vatised utility to announce a 
complex restructuring of its 
share base in wbat it claimed 


was a more tax-effident way of 
handing bade cash to investors. 
If shareholders vote in favour 
of the scheme, they wQl receive 
a44.7p-a-share special dividend 
early in the new year, equiva- 
lent to 15 per cent of its mar- 
ket value. 

At the same time, the Grid 
wfli reduce the number of 
shares in circulation tty a sim- 
ilar figure. The scheme follows 
complex share consolidation 
operations carried out by 
Southern Electric, Yorkshire 
Water and, most recently, BG, 
the former British Gas. 

But some big investors were 
surprised by a further twist to 
the scheme, where the Grid will 


invite shareholders to reinvest 
some of their windfall in a con- 
vertible bond issue worth be- 
tween £300m and £500m. The 
company said the funds would 
give it the flexibility to invest in 
big overseas transmission pro- 
jects in the future. 

One institutional share- 
holder said he was puzzled by 
the bond issue. “This all seems 
a bit unusual. They are under 
pressure to hand back money 
to shareholders but they think 
they might need it in the future. 
You either need the money or 
you don't” 

David Jones, the Grid’s 
chief executive, defended the 
role of HSBC Investment 


Banking, which devised the 
scheme. Another HSBC arm, 
James CapeL is the biggest 
holder of Grid shares with an 
1 1 per cent stake. The shares 
are owned by James Capel on 
behalf of Olayan, the Saudi in- 
vestment group which has 
made substantial profit on Its 
stake. Mr Jones said there was 
no connection between the 
two parts of HSBC 
* The special dividend is the 
first move at the Grid by 
Stephen Box, the finance di- 
rector who joined in August 
from Coopers & Lybrand, the 
Grid’s auditors. Mr Box said: 
“It gives us the flexibility when 
an acquisition comes along.” 
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No value in the 
EMI demerger 

Demergers may be the management 
fad of the moment when it comes to gin- 
gering up shareholder value. But tiy 
telling that to beleaguered investors of 
Thorn and EMI. Shares in both have 
plummeted since the music and retail 
business did the splits in August 1996 with 
shares in Thorn losing two-thirds of then- 
value and EMI falling by a third. 

Management claim both businesses 
have been hit by unforeseen circumstances 
since they were separated. They have a 
point Shares in the combined group were 
ramped up to ludicrous levels ahead of 
the demerger on the back of speculation 

that EMI would be snapped cp by a larg- 
er rival such as Seagram or Disney. That 

has since evaporated while EM Ts pe r- 
formance has been hit by strong curren- 
cy and a slowing down in the growth of 
the worldwide music business. 

At Thorn the business has been sav- 
aged by the rapid decline in the UK 
rentals market, increased US competi- 
tion and litigation over credit practices. 

At EMI currency factors knocked 


Tlioni and EMI: At a glance 


Martel value: £5B&3m 

’EM! £4.01 bo 


Share price 15L5p 
EMI 47Dp 


Tliorn EMI 

03553BRS wS5RwfcV- s : sw&v ■ 
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Key trials on track 
for British Biotech 


British Kotech-^eb^^ 

K-s KBan ttohearoh^ 

s results, nivest °^ Jlfim astat, itscan- 
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is understandable. Yesterday’s interims 
from British Bio could offer no fireworks, 
with losses £4m deeper at £20m, but did 
show tot marimastat trials, the largest pre- 
registration cancer trials ever conducted, 
are on track and gaining serious weight. 

In a massive study, marimastat is being 
tested on six different tumour types, in com- 
bination with cytotoxics and eventually on 
early stage cancers. Familiarising doctors 
with marimastat ahead of its registration 
and demonstrating its potential in’ as 

many cancers as possible could make this 

a bfflion-dollar seller. Doctors frequently 
prescribe trusted cancer drugs more 
broaefly than their indicated use. 

As well as building up a sales force in 

Europe and eventually in the US, British 
Bio plans to boy in “accessories” such as 
like anti-nausea and anti-pain drugs to 
provide oncologists with a foil cancer kit. 
With marimastat at least 18 months away 
from filing - such massive up-front in- 
vestment raises the stakes. 

Hue, British Bio has plenty of cash and 

a lead drug, Zacutex for pancreatitis, 
which could be filed in Europe in early 1998, 

but tf marimastat fails British Bio wiDstmg- 

de to recover. But serious drugs require 
serious backing. Glaxo’s Zantac became a 

. * » u«i* ft nno 4 nirh fl flrput 


ulcer remedy, but because every doctor 


I5p to I03p, near then year tow, are a buy 
for those who understand the risks. 
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Jarvis hit by hotel 
sector woes 


Last year the hotel sector flourished. 
Helped by a buoyant economy, occupan- 
cy and room rates were rising rapidly. Jarvis 
Holds was one of a crop of companies that 
checked into the stock market on the wave 
of op timism. 

However investors have bad an un- 
comfortable stay. Growth is slowing as the 
wider economy cranes off the bofl. The 
strong pound is putting off foreign tourists 
.and competition among hoteliers is fierce. 

But the sector is not heading for another 
crash. Demand is still buoyant. Occupan- 
cy rates are nearing .their peak, but there 
is still room for price inflation. And the sec- 
tor now looks ripe for consolidation, with 
the larger groups able to pick up straggling 
rivals. With a war chest of £90m, Jarvis is 
well placed to benefit. 

Jarvis shares have been hit by the sec- 
tor’s woes since floating at 175p. It recov- 
ered some lost ground yesteiday, rising 85p 
to 157 Jp, after announcing a robust 28 per 
rise in operating profits to £21m for the six 
piwnriis to October. Us mainly provincial 
hotels should continue to do well, helped 
hyagrowingdernaiKffora^erenoefadJ- 
ities. Analysts forecast current year profits 
of£29.9m. puttin g the shares on under 10 
trip es forward earnings. Good value. 


short months, his predecessor having 
been asked to leave after a fa of conscience 
(he embarrassed the rest of the board by 
giving his share option profits to charity). 
But already he is making bis mark. Mr Bax, 
whose previous job was senior partner at 
the Grid's auditors. Coopers & Lybrand, 
has conjured up a bizarre scheme to give 
money to shareholders with one hand and 
then take it back with the other. 

The scheme works like this. The Grid 
hands out £770m to shareholders by way 
of a special dividend. So far, so uncon- 
trovenlal. Like lots of other stodgy old util- 
ities, the management has run out of ideas 
and reckons shareholders can find better 
uses for the money themselves. Since the 
dividend payment is accompanied by a 
share consolidation, the exempt funds mis 
out on their laxcrediL, but you can't have 
everything. Now comes the tricky bit 
Shareholders are then asked to reinvest 
£300ra to £500m of the proceeds in a con- 
vertible bond issue just in case an elec- 
trifying overseas opportunity comes along. 

The idea is to provide “financial flex- 
ibflity” but since the Grid doubts whether 
any major acquisitions arc in prospect for 
the next two years this seems a largely re- 
dundant flexing of muscle. Even if an op- 
port unity were to present itself, the 
omens arc not good. The Grid got burnt 
in Pakistan and missed out in Australia, 
which only leaves it with a slice of the ac- 
tion in Aigenlina while the regulator takes 
a hatchet to its margins back home. 

Shareholders will have to wait until Jan- 
uary before they see the terms of the bond 
issue. In the meantime they might won- 


der why the company is presenting the 
market with an opportunity to deal against 
it until the issue is safely away. 

The only shareholder to benefit very 
obviously is HSBC Investment Banking, 
which holds 11 per cent of the Grid and 
is pocketing £10m for helping Mr Box de- 
vise this little wheeze. The last time 
HSBC's relationship with the Grid came 
under the spotlight was when its broking 

arm, Janies Capel, acquired the Grid stake 

on behalf of the Olyan group in Saudi Ara- 
bia. The point of that little deal was nev- 
er satisfactorily explained. Unless 
shareholders get some good answers 
from the Grid as to why they should sup- 
port this latest humdinger, the Box plan 
should be put firmly back where ft belongs. 

Cassidy should not 
give up the battle 

The confirmation that Prudential is to back 
the Liberty board in its battle with the com- 
pany's founding family puts an interesting 
new spin on this corporate bunfight. Until 
□aw the position of the retailer’s chairman, 
Denis Cassidy, has looked pretty hopeless. 
The unholy alliance of (he Stewart-Liberty 
family and rebel investor Biyan Myerson, 
which is trying to exist him, already accounts 
for 44 per cent of the votes. And they have 
signed up another 3 per cfcnt from two 
more sources. Barring a late split in the 
marriage of this “odd couple” they will suc- 
ceed in ousting him at an emergency meet- 
ing next month and appoint Mr Myerson 


and the family’s financial representative 
to the board until a new chairman can be 

found. They wiU then water down Mr Cas- 
sidy’s plans to spend £43m pn foe Regent 
Street store and, er, that's it. 

But the Pro’s intervention may provide 
a wake-up call to other investors and make 
the family think again. The Pro, which 
holds 4.45 per cent of the 120-year-okj busi- 
ness, has decided that if the family wins 
this bitchy battle, Liberty’s future wfll not 
look too pretty. The board and its advis- 
ers will resign and the group's bankers will 
review its loan facilities. How dever is that? 

Liberty’s performance has been none 
too special under Mr Cassidy but it seems 
this battle is more about personalities. The 
Stewart-Liberty family has fallen out with 

the chairman. They didn’t like the way he 
ousted two of their family from manage- 
ment positions and the powerful Elizabeth 
Stewart-Liberty was unimpressed with 
Mr Cassidy’s decision not to dose the Re- 
gent Street store for the whole day of 
Princess Diana’s funeral. But this is no rea- 
son to throw the company to the wolves. 

Mr Cassidy is right to say that it is for 
the board, not the shareholders, to appoint 
the chairman. And his point that foe fam- 
ily is attempting ro gain control of the busi- 
ness without paying a premium is valid too. 
But with powerful minority factions like 
this, h wfll count for nothing; 

Mr Cassidy is right to create a stink as 
there are important corporate gover- 
nance lessons here. And he may win foe 
day. Families have changed their minds at 
the 1 lfo hour before -witness the Clark's 
Shoes battle. It could happen again here. 


Exchange tells brokers to use limit orders to avoid pricing snags 


The London Stock Exchange 
yesterday advised stockbrokers 
to introduce controls -so-called 
“limit orders" - to protea 
clients against “unusual price 
movements” caused by SETS, 
its new electronic trading system. 

In a letter sent to all its 
member firms, the Exchange 
warned that it was important 
for brokers and clients to un- 
derstand foe pricing problems, 
which tend to occur at foe be- 
ginning and the end of the trad- 
ing day. 

Martin Wheatley, head of 
market development at the 
Exchange, said dealers should 


move to protea clients by using 
limit orders, which set para- 
meters outside which a stock 
cannot be traded. 

The Exchange acknowl- 
edged yeste refay that a key prob- 
lem with SETS is that at certain 
times of foe day the spread -or 
the difference between a stock’s 
buy and sell price - is extreme- 
ly wide. There has been concern 
in recent weeks that investors 
barfing at these times could lose 
out. Investors using “execu- 
tion-only" stockbrokers, which 
are prohibited from giving ad- 
vice, and those buying or sell- 
ing “at best”, the best price 


available, are particularly at 
risk. These investors could be 
unwittingly trading when 
spreads are wide, and receiving 
unfavourable prices. 

SETS' pricing difficulties 
are caused by illiquidity, or a 
relatively low amount of stock 
market activity, at certain 
points of the day. The problems 
tend to be most marked in the 
first 45 minutes and the last 15 
minutes of the trading day, ac- 
cording to figures released by 
the Stock Exchange yesterday. 

Aside from “educating 
member firms", foe Exchange 
is not yet taking concrete steps 


to solve the pricing problems. 
Mr Wheatley yesterday ruled 
out any structural changes at 
least until foe New Year. He 
said: “It is too early to start 
thinking about major steps”. C 
Changes that have been sug- 
gested include moving the trad- 
ing day back one hour, a move 
that Mr Wheatley said he had 
not corapletefy ruled out, forc- 
ing major institutions, many of 
which do not start trading un- 
til 10am, to trade earlier in foe 
day, and calculating dosing 
prices before the Exchange's 
official dosing time of 430pm. 

- Lea Paterson 
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Investors underwhelmed by Chancellor’s ‘grey’ budget 


market report 



CATHY NEWMAN 


The Chancellor’s statement 
yesterday may have been 
dubbed the “green budget” 
but, as far as the market was 
concerned, it proved distinctly 
lacking in colour. 

Footsie eased 43j} points to 
4,854.8 10 minutes after the 
Chancellor finished speaking. 
But at the end of the day, the 
market seemed underwhelmed 
by the contents of Gordon 
Brawn’s first green budget and 
dosed just 35.3 points down at 
4,863.5. Fewer than 650 milli on 
shares were traded. 

As one equity strategist 
put it “The market’s getting 
straight back to worrying 
about serious issues like how- 
bad the situation is in Asia.” 

The move to scrap Ad- 
vance Corporation Tacm Apr! 
1999 had, in true New Labour 
style, been well-flagged. The I 
per cent cut in corporation tax 
was, however, welcomed in 


principle, although it failed to 
make much impact cm share 
prices last night. 

Some strategists said the 
markets may slide in the com- 
ing weeks in response to fore- 
casts that economic growth 
would dow m 1999. The Chan- 
cellor said GDP would grow 
between L5 and 2 per cent in 
1999, compared to growth of 
2-25 to 2.75 peT cent next 
year. Market-makers reflect- 
ed the Chancell o r’ s proposals 
to cut VAT on insulation ma- 
terials by marking up Meyer 
International by 5 Jp to 377p. 
Mr Brown said VAX on the in- 
stallation of energy-sa ving ma- 
terials would be cut from 17.5 
per cent to 5 per cent. The 
builders’ merchant was also 
helped along the way when 
several directors bought 
around 14,500 shares. 

Some of the Hbng-Kong in- 
fluenced stocks rebounded 


from their lows of the day be- 
fore, perhaps in relief that the . 
events at Yamaichi h»H not 
prompted the global sell-off 
many had feared. HSBC, one 
of the worst blue-chip per- 
formers ou Monday, added 2p 
to £14.87. 

Other factors also gave the 
rest of the financial sector a 
boost. Hahfio: moved up 3p on 
speculation that it mighr revive 
merger talks with M&G 
Group. M&G ended up 60p at 
£14.60. NatTOsst Bank, mean- 


company’s market value after 
the profit warning has em- 
barked on briefings to reassure 
institutional investors. Some 
buyers may have emerged as 
a result of the confidence- 
buflding exercise, but bid spec- 
ulation confinued to revive the 
shares. Even though some un- 


it would split its equities busi- 
ness between two buyers. 
Bankers Trust and Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell 

Safeway continued to re- 
cover from last week's profit 
warning, adding another 4Jp 
to close at 330p. The company, 
which was said to have been 
“shocked and surprised" to 
witness a 20 per cent fell in the 


no bidder in the market, 7 m3* 

lion share s change d hands. 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
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Saf sway's rival retailac, 
Sainsbmy, was not so flush. 
The group shed 6p to end at 
4S3p after two explosive de- 
vices were found near stores 
in South-east Londoo. 

National Grid was sending 
-sparks across the market after 
pledging to return £770m to 
shareholders. The group 
jumped 4p to302p, despite a 
23 per cent fall in pre-tax 
profits to £2263m. That was 
as a result of price controls put 
in place by the regulator. A 
blizzard of positive brokers’ 
notes also helped the stock. 

Markct-makere were not so 
sympathetic towards EMI, 
which provided neither sugar 
nor spice when it unveiled a 33 
percent drop in pre-tax prof- 
its to £75m. The Spice Girls’ 
record company has been 
badly affected by sterling and 
the shares were among the 
biggest Footsie falters, down 


20p at 470p. Hhhh, whicb split 
from EMI last summer, fared 
better, adding 2J5p to 152^p 

after the company launched a 

strategic review which may 
see it breaking itself up. 

The insurance sector saw a 
fair bit of action. Commercial 
Union erased its losses of the 
day before to head the league 
of Fbotsie dimbeTS, up 23p to 
797p. General Accident added 
12p to 987p in sympathy. 

Laporte added 0.5p to 
close at631.5p after a “strong 
buy” recommendation from 
ABN Amro Hoar© GovetL 
The broker believes that, in the 
light of takeover interest in Al- 
. lied Colloids, Laporte is trad- 
ing on a 34 per cent discount 
to international speciality 
chemicals companies. 

Readiest said it was in talks 
over the possible sale of its car- 
pet division. The textiles com- 
pany ended up 3.75p to 43.5p. 


takingstock. 

Two new issues on Ofex got 

off to a flying <tebut 
CD-Roin publisher finished- 
the day at 55^p,up355p on 
its opening price. The 
company publishes 
multimedia training CD- 
Roms for Mac and PC 

Zararar Oil & Gas, 
oieiuroiute, an independent 


company based in Jersey 
ended the day up 4:5p at 
24£p. 

Acorn Group, the computer 

company; is b egi n nin g to 

climb at last on the strength 
ofits stake in Ann, a 
microchip company. Acorn 

added 5p to 143^p after 

optimism about a US 
flotation of Arm, to which it 
has a, 43 per cent 
shareholding. A successful 
float would do Acorn 
wonders, as its share price 
has recently been hovering 
around a two-year Tow 
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Money Market Rates 

OwmWd liaalc 1 month 3immth» Bnwrtte l*w 
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Cattle-herder 
Ntini wins his 
place in history 


A little over four years 
ago Makhaya Ntini was 
made to promise not to 
wear his new cricket 
boots when he went out 
to round up the cattle. 
Yesterday he became 
the first black African to 
play for South Africa. 

Peter Robinson reports 
from Johannesburg on 
the rise of the 20-year- 
old fast bowler whose 
elevation carries a 
message beyond sport. 


Ii was in July 1993 that Ray- 
mond Bool, a development of- 
ficer for the Border Cricket 
Board in South Africa’s eastern 
Cape, came upon a barefoot 15- 
year-old in Mdjngj, a rural 
hamlet with a population of 500. 

Ntini was a little too old and 
too big for the mini-cricket 
programme Bool was estab- 
lishing, but the teenager was en- 
thusiastic and, what is more, 
looked like be knew some- 
thing about bowling. 


Intrigued, Bool lent the 
youngster a pair of brickies 
(plimsolls) and arranged for 
him to travel to King William’s 
Town, some 10 miles away, for 
a net Even more impressed, 
Bool contacted Greg Hayes, the 
man in charge of Border’s de- 
velopment programme, and 
they derided to by him out in 
a junior cricket festival in 
Queenstown. 

Hayes bought Ntini his first 
pair of boots and socks and let 
him loose. He was wild, he was 
wayward, but when he got it 
straight, he had something. 

“At lunch on that first day in 
Queenstown," says Hayes, 
“Makkie came clattering into 
the dining haQ for lunch. He still 
bad his boots on. I had to tell 
him to take them off. And at the 
end of the week, when we sent 
him home, I made him promise 
not to wear them for herding 
cattle. They were only to be 
worn, I said, when he was play- 
ing cricket.’’ 

Iwo years later be was cho- 
sen for the South African Un- 
der-19 side who toured 
England, and in November 1996 
he played for Border against 



Atherton relishes 
West Indies test 


Makhaya Ntini, the first black African to play for South Africa, makes hb mark in Perth yesterday Photograph: AFP 


Mike Atherton’s England, 
claiming the wickets of Alex 
Stewart and Darren Goagh. 

Ntini was selected to tour 
AustraiiaafiertbeUnitedCrick- 
etBoardderidedtoadda^pre- 
vkmdy disadvantaged player” to 
the 15-man party. Roger 
Telemachus of Boland was cho- 
sen, but he failed a fitness test 
and 24 hours before the side flew 
out, Ntini was called up. 

Telemachus is of mixed 
blood and bails from the west- 
ern Cape and a cricket culture 


which produced, among others, 
Basil D'Ofiveira and Omar 
Henry, and tbe two other 
youngsters, who are also cur- 
rently in Australia, Hexschelie 
Gibbs and Paul Adams. 

Ntini is Xhosa and as a full- 
blooded African, he is the first 
genuine product of the UCB’s 
development programme. How- 
ever, although Ntini has the tal- 
ent, it has to be said that the 
UCB makes no secret of its de- 
sire to field a side representative 
of South Africa’s racial groups. 


When be played against Eng- 
land two years ago, Ntini was 

naftn& ksL lour months in the 
gym during the South African 
whiter has added 61b to bis 
chest and shoulders. His action 
is more chest-on in the West In- 
dies fashion and tbe overaflre- 
suhs a bovder two or three yards 
quicker and more controlled. 

The Australians were given 
a taste yesterday when Ntini 
made his historic appearance in 
South Africa’s opening tour 
game - a 31-run win over the 


Mitsubishi’s Tommi Makinen is the 


1997 World Rally Champion. 

He clinched the title with a gritty 
performance in the Network Q. RAC 
Rally this week. 

And he did it on Michelin Pilot tyres. 
But the real winner is you the motorist. 
Pilots tested to the limits in motorsport 
ensure you get tyres that excel on the 


road. Fit the sure winners - Michelin 


Pilot high performance tyres. 




Australian Cricket Board Chair- 
man's XI in Perth. A 10,138 
crowd at Lilac HID saw Ntini hit 
the deck hard and sustain good 
pace to take 0-24 from seven 
overs. After Justin Longer, 
Middlesex’s opening hatsman 
next season, had booked him for 
six, Ntini banged one into the 
left-hander’s ribs. - 

Bob .Woolmer, the South 
African coach, has said that Nti- 
ni will be considered for the 
one-day internationals, “but if 
he wants to play in the Test 
team, he'll have to fight his way 
in like everyone else. No one 
walks into the Test side”. 

His chance wQi come, for the 
South Africans are looking five 
years down the line when Al- 
lan Donald finishes his playing 
career. 

Donald, who supplied tbe 
pace for Warwickshire last sea- 
son, has promised to take Ntini 
under his wing. Donald is an 
Afrikaner as is the South African 
captain, Hansie Cronje. Two 
Afrikaners and a Xhosa? Per- 
haps South African cricket is 
doing something right. 


In August Michael 
Atherton was 
contemplating stepping 
down as the England 
captain after four years 
in charge. Three months 
later he is anticipating 
the winter in the West 
Indies with enthusiasm, 
as David UeweByn heard. 

A lot has happened to Michael 
Atherton in the four years 
since he last led an England 
tour to the Caribbean. The 
dirt-in-the-pocket affair, a fine 
for dissent, the odd victorious 
rubber, a few more series 
defeats, a personal debate over 
whether he should step down 
from the job at the end of the 

Ashes summer, and the subse- 
quent loss of the one-day 
captaincy. 

Adam Hollioake has the ho- 
nour of leading an England side 
in tbe Champions’ Cup in Shar- 
jah, but yesterday, as Atherton 

contemplated a tough tour to tte 

West Indies, he was as relaxed 
as he has ever been and inti- 
mating that he would like to lead 
Eqgiaod in tbe one-day series in 
the Caribbean as well. 

“The captaincy is not a deri- 
sion that is in my bands," Ather- 
ton said. **But last season 1 led 
us to a 3-0 series win over Aus- 
tralia. I accept I am not part of 
the one-day squad. It's up to me 
to get back in it. But I did score 
a hundred in the second Texa- 
co Trophy match against Aus- 
tralia at The Oval last summer.” 
A gentle reminder that he can 
bat a bit in the shorter game. 

But it is the Test series which 
matters and, his own technique 
aside, Atherton is a far more 
confident leader of his men than 
he was in the winter of 1994. 
Then he had two matches as 
captain under his belt, a win and 
a defeat against Australia. 


“Looking back T . was very 
green," admitted the England 
opener, who has now been in 
charge jor a total of 46 of his 
73 Tests. ‘That is not to say I 
think I did a bad job, but I have 
learned masses of things since 
then and I will be a lot better 
prepared to handle whatever 
comes around this time.” 

Atherton had to take five 
days out immediately after the 
final Test against Australia be- 
fore making up his mind,.but he 
said; “l am pleased with my de- 
cision. Four years ago when 1 
was first appointed I was very 
enthusiastic. I'm still enthusi- 
astic about the job but not as 
naive.” 

New he can contemplate 
taking on the West Indies with 
greater equanimity. The 
Caribbean collective may be in 
apparent disarray and strug- 
gling in Pakistan, but Atherton 

does not assume they are any the 

weaker. “Pakistan is a tough 
place to tour,” be warned. 1 think 
the West Indies will be a differ- 
ent ade at home. 

“In genera] the England 
team plays good cricket in the 
Wtet Indies and this time 1 know 
what Fm in for as captain and 
rt ppmmg ha tom an." In recent his- 
tory, targeting a key figure in a 
touring side is a standard tac- 
tic in tbe Caribbean. 

‘Tve enjoyed playing against 
the Wtet Indies in the last two 
series.” And no wonder, in that 
time he has taken three centuries 
and as many fifties off the 
world’s most feared attack. “It’s 
a challenge playing them. You 
have to concentrate and play ncfl 
to score runs. As an opening 
batsman it's tbe biggest challenge 
there is.” 

That 1994 series heralded a 
wonderful run of form for 
Atherton. He is dearly looking 
for something similar this time 
around, and tbe captaincy no 
longer represents a burden. 
England expects. 


Lara to return as Warwickshire captain 


Brian Lara is to rejoin War- 
wickshire next season and will 
also be appointed captain. The 
rrixtrd-breakiag West Indies 
batsman was offered the cap- 
taincy after his solicitors had in- 
dicated he would accept a 
one-year contract. 

Nick Knight, the England A 
skipper, w31 continue as viewap- 
tain but Tim Munton is to lose 
the captaincy after missing last 
season because of a bade injury. 

Munton was informed that 
he would be standing down be- 
fore the cricket committee met 
to offer the leadership to Lara. 

Dennis Amiss, the county's 
chief executive, said: “Brian has 
international experience as a 


captain and we were impressed 
by his tactical awareness when 
he was here in 1994. 

Lara, currently touring Pak- 
istan with the West Indies, is ex- 
pected to sign the contract 
durii^astop-over in London on 
bisway home from the Sharjah 
tournament next month. 

Depending on his commit- 
ments in the Caribbean do- 
mestic competition next spring, 
he could resume in county 
cricket on 17 April against 
Durham at Edgbastori. 

Lara hit his world record 
score of 501 not out against 
Durham at Edgbastori during 
Warwickshire's triple-winning 
campaign in 1994. 


^biwickshire have been ne- 
gotiating with Lara for several 
months, but only a few days ago 
there were reports from Pak- 
istan that he was “still not sure" 
about accepting their offer. 

Munton admitted he was “a 
little bit surprised" by the tim- 
ing of the county’s decision to 
appoint Lara as his successor. 

Munton had been set a 
Christmas deadline to confirm 
his recovery from back surgery 
and a specialist reported 
favourably on his progress last 
week 

“There’s no doubt if Tim 
had been able to prove his fit- 
ness we would have reap- 
pointed him," Amiss said. 


WEEKEND FIXTURES -AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carting Premiership 

I Bamaisy w Loads — — — 2 

z Batton v wtfiwedon X 

3 Choksoa w Derby ...1 

4 Coventry v Leicester ... X 

5 Crystal Pataca v Newcastle _.JC 

« &/wton v Tottenham 1 

7 Southampton v Sheffield V\ted — 1 

8 Vtart Ham v Aston Via 1 

Playing Sunday; Arsenal v Liverpool 
Manchester United v Btackbum 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

8 Bkmfaqharn v Portsmouth ,..._....1 

10 Brrnttom C tty v Norwich...- ~..i 

II Hudderafletov Bury X 

12 toswich v Nottingham Forest 2 

13 Mddenstxoughv Vfest Bran 1 

14 Oxford v Fort Vale — 1 

15 Sheffield United v Crewe 1 

16 Stockport v Manchester Chy ......1 

trscofca vRaedng 1 

IB Sunderi&nd v Tramwre .-.1 

19 VHotves v OPR...; 1 

Playing Friday; Charlton v Swindon 

Second Division 

20 Brentford v Wtaxham — 2. 

21 Bristol Hovers v Mfflwei 2. 


RACING RESULTS 


HUNTINGDON 
1.10: 1. ITS GRAND (J Power) 6-1; 2. 
Tbp SUpper 12-1; 3. Viscount Hilly Mil; 
4. MRzfg 12-1 19 m. I1-2fav EbaGmer- 
na 5 7, 1 (W Turner, Sbartsome) Idle: C770; 

£2 m caea Casa czsa df; gmu csf. 
C836S most most. The- EOm NR; Bey- 
lord Prints*. 

1 40S1. LORD ROOBLE (P Hrie) 7-1 ; 2. 
DantMCaMriler3'l;3.namdlahlQ-t 12 
ran. 11-4 ter Crimson King (fat) Hd, S3. U 
Gffort, Findon). ‘few ETflO; ClfiQ, £180, 
£230. DF; CtUXL CSF: C2B00 NR: M&rwer. 
Tho: C3690 

2 .10: 1.HIGH LEAfUE (j A McCarthy) 
10-1; Z. Coofo HM TT-O (ov; 3. Jim VW*n- 

Una 25*1 9 ran. 1V». (A Haney. Bfeh- 

«ph sttttata fttK Eftao: cmg cua eea 

Op. Etna CSF: £2121 TrteosC 526733. Trtt: 

C-DO&a NR Rytan Run 

X40: 1. BESSIE BROWNE (R Thomiori) 
MS 2. Madam Mut* » 1 ; 3. Second FM* 
dteSM lOren. 6-1 Q Mother (Wit rk, 
6 . (G Hubbard. Woodbridge). Tola: £303: 
CWfll £230. DF: £3400: CSF: 0*306 
Tno:tt»aa 

3,10: 1. ONE! MAN 0? Duntwody) B-8 
it fiM 2. VHng FfagsMp it-4: a Ceonltrov 
SD-t 6 ran- 13-8 Jt 1w Marthas Son (puled 
upt ft 12. PS Rtchords, Gteystoke). Tote; 
£240; C130L £200, DF: ra&X CSF: ££82. 

340: 1. TIBETAN (RDuriwOOdy) 13-1; 2. 
New bin 0-2; 3, Bertord Sovereign 9-2. 
10 ran. 94 lev BOd Statement (5tty a 5 
(Lady Harriet. UtMianfotsn). Tore: 02.0; 

S3.tr ciaa e/m df; sawa csf; E 9ifi* 

THrast E3870& TVto: E32J50 
Jackpot not wan (pod ol £464683 carried 
forward to Windsor today) 

Pteeapoc £1410). Quod pot fwigp 
Place 8; £23S4G Piece CSS3S 


22 Burnley v Northampton _X 

23 Carfele v Bristol City 2 

2t ChwtariieU v Southend 1 

29 Gttngnam v Qrtnsby 1 

26 Plymouth w Oktham 2 

ZT Preston v Ftrfram jc 

28 Walsal » Btackpool „ 2 

29 Watferd v Wgan 1 

30 Wycombe v Bournemouth 1 

31 YorH v Luton 1 

Third Division 

32 Bamet v Daitngtort 1 

33 Cambridge United v Hartlepool ...2 

34 Caitiff v Scarborough X 

39 Chester v Exeter 2 

38 Hu* i/ Don cas ter 1 

37 Lincoln v Macclesfield 2 

38 Mansfield v Leyton Orient l 

39 Notts County v Peterborough X 

AIM playing (not on coupons): 
Rochdale v Torquay. Rotherham v 
Colchester. Scunthorpe v Brighton. 
Shrewsbury v Swansea 

BeR*s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Kbomon v Mothenw#,„ . ,i 

*1 Rangers v St Johnstone l 

raSrifffgrtSSn^" “ WTO,; 


UNGFJELD 

12-05: 1. JUBILEE SCHOLAR (F Nor- 
ton) 16-1; 2. Grooms Gold 7-2; 3. 
WnpCtenaM 14 ran. tJ-0 tav Gold Umce, 
1Y» (G L Mooret TbtfE C204O. C20Q £220. 

CSF: £7237 Tricaac 
ttn&aa ino. tzawo (part wont. 

, / HS: 1 .- M OTHER MONK |F Ncrrcn; 
£1 : 2. Signed And Seated 33-1 ; 3. Good 
Reptoaton 4-L 11 m. 7 -2 ta» Aztec Ry- 
ch Tote: £400; 

wa dim £190. Df; C2»«. CSF- 
COMx Incest: £53tSS Trio: £24530 (peri 

* l , aS! 1: COf tfROfTrefl (W Ryaro 12-1; 

2. Guesstfmatton 8-1; 3. Gold Clipper 7-7 

tot 13 ran. Sht-hd v/«. iS OowL tbu; r nntv 

TncasL £39067. Trip: £4770. 

1.3* 1. UNCONDITIONAL LOVE <Dnt 

A Acname Cren.Ni(, tlfUJoIVKlnni 

y* 020; Cl TO Elia DF-HSref 

■■ ' a a ° rt '' B-B fav; 2. 

MmHteto «-l; 3. other Oub s-m 
4 LMeara) Tote: Ct30: £150, C1TO 
glO. DF: £5.30 CSF. £9^ iri£ 

2JS: 1. IL DESTINO fRCoctvane] 4.,. 

2. Bteehworto Belh 3-1 favTa^rB^t 

13-2. 11 ren.HU. V,. (P hfaknv w Era? 

Ttto: C223Q NR. Russian DeMn. 

3Mt 1. FLYING COLOURS (A Qartd 
Aqjar tt-Z IBtaughtona 

S-L 1<J ren. 4-1 tor ft** of Glenn uni) 5. 
1 v». ICBenstead) Tbisc £7jo ; gtan ra/w 
£200 DF: E330a CSF: CK402 
£28906 Trior OTOga ncWl 


Plowing Sunday: Coca-Cola Cun final: 
Cetfc v Dundee United (re ttratj. 

Hrst Division 

42 Atrctte v Stirling Aljon 1 

43 Morton v Partick....- 

44 Hamilton v Dundee- 2 

AS Ranh v Ayr 1 

46 SI Mnen v FaWrt. 2 

Second Division 

47 Bream V ctyde 2 

48 Inverness v Queen of tfw South . ~2 

49 Livingston v East Fite .1 

Also playing (no! on coupons): Sten- 
houstmur v Clydebank, Stranraer v For- 
far. 

TWrd Division: ABoa v Atoton, Berwick 

V Ross County. Cowdenbeath v Oueerfs 
Park. Dumbarton v Arbroath. Montrose 
v EastSttrfng. 

Four draws: Crystal Palace v Newcastle. 
Preswn v Fiihom, Cardff v Scarttoraugh. 
Morran v Pamck. 

Rire antayse Leeds, Ptottfcighren Fbrest. 
Bristol City. HarfiapooL Dundee. 

Wn homes: Chelsea West Ham. BJnm- 
•nghten, WUdfasbroutfi, Wfatvsrhanp- 
toj. Cheasrfiald. Wfattbret Maitsfiefo. 
Ratigws. Ratth. 


330: t.PUZZLSkSVT.(WRyan}3-i fa 
2. White PMna 1Q-1; 3. Barbeson &-i 1 
on. Hd 1 ’/» (C Brttttfi). Tbte: £340; £20 
£560. £260, DF: £404(1 CSF: £3605. Ti 
cost £14266 Tna £»900 
Pteeepoc &nsa Qaecfeut C29a 
Piece 6: £5525 Place 6: £316 

WORCESTER 

. 1-25: 1.P6KAYIAP McCoy) 4-7 fav,: 
tomus 7-1. 3. ftyelto Fool 8-1 11 ren. 
■& IM Ppe WeftMfonL Tbte: CL50-, CL2 

Et3a E26Q DF: a3tt CSF: £476 THo; £97 
1£&1.DANCEHLiyOUDftOP(TJM] 
phy) 10030; 2, Bwtfaters Boy 11-1; 
SossynxM* «-t 8 ran. 6-4 fav Who An 


™; cun £20Q £39ft . DF; £1520 CS 
£3S3& THcaat £45487 Tno; £6790 (pa 
won). NR: Touch Stoer. 

225.'1.OTT0WA(TJMiiphy1 «-i;; 
Eulogy 7-2; X Edgeramr Prince a-1 fe 
9 ren. 12. 27a (PNehob Shepton Mate 
Tot* £1020; £280, £240. 090 DF: £236 
CSF: £4284 THa E163Q 
2^5: 1. SESAME SEED (J R Karaiad 
9-1; 2. Drum Bette 14-1; 3. PrueMa % 
tr y- Fartwgs (5th). \ v, 

|NHendBiWLanlwn),Tbl«£1lfiO:E«] 

Eaoa OF: c»aa csf: £taas 

1. SOPHIE MAY (D Mem) B-1; ; 
Poucher 5-4 to? 3. Rtf of Bounce n- 
9 ran. n^.(R Curtis. Epsomi. Taint rat 
£260. cua £2fia DF: CTMQ CSF- £Sa 
Tnca&f. £5608 Tno: £2320 

_ ^®v'-TpRC H VEFrT[APMcCoy)6- 

2.0*iBsrfiynn r« 3. Sanm Duke r 
tor l4mM,%(MPpe,WNI 

£3DO;n«C£a2QClioDF. 

C1L71 Tno: £1230 

Pj**ppC£l4aTO Quadpot E39TO 

Piece « GW7 H7. Piece sT^sa 
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Son’s setback 


mars a One 
Man show 


It was supposed to be a 
tight contest between 
three of Britain's top 
steeplechasers, but 
injury to Martha's Son 
spoilt appreciation of 
^ One Man’s success in 
" yesterday’s 

Peterborough Chase. 
Richard Edmondson reports 
from Huntingdon. 

One Man won, but one contest 
and a racehorse were badly 
damaged here yesterday when 
Martha’s Son broke down in the 
Peterborough Chase. What had 
been bOlposted as a definitive 
encounter of the champions 
concluded in muted celebra- 
tions and enquiries about the 
welfare of the Queen Mother 
Champion Chaser. 

Martha’s Son was taken 
o from this theatre in a horse am- 
® faulance and taken to another, 
at the Abbots Ripton Veteri- 
nary Hospital, by the race- 
course vet Peter Green, for an 
x-ray examination. Hie original 
diagnosis was that the 10-year- 
old had cracked a pastern. 
What seems more certain is the 
fissure between Martha's Son 
and future racing involvement 
Tim Forster, the gelding's train- 
er, was talking about his career 
in the past tense last night 
The injury was a sad dis- 


traction from what bad been an- 
other compelling display by 
One Man. His jumping and 
movement was once again sub- 
lime, and he threw in another 
foxy moment when he took his 
hooves off the handlebars and 
coasted home. 

This was a different One 
Man than the one we had seen 
at Wetherby. This time he was 
a tighter, race-taut figure. His 
dark eye looked keen in the pa- 
rade ring, like coal in the snow. 
Martha’s Son circled with his 
trademark cock of the tail as if 
the racecourse shovel would 
soon have to be employed. 

Viking Flagship, the last of 
the big three, suggested that the 
years have hardly eaten at his 
store of energy. He was a mus- 
tang in the preliminaries, 
thrashing around with the ex- 
citement of a skittish juvenile 
making its course debut rather 
than an old flyer on he 51st mis- 
sion. Michael Aspel must be 
getting round to him soon. 

The Last Fling pulled 
around the original six-strong 
field until the fourth fence, af- 
ter which Martha’s Son was 
immediately brought to a halt. 
There was almost a second mo- 
ment of deflation at the fence 
out of the straight, when the 
leader fell and Viking F lagship 
had to display his nimbleness. 

After that. One Man, at 
the head of the field, was a bea- 
con in the creeping gloom. His 
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Fluidity: One Man soars over the water-jump ahead of Viking Flagship on the way to victory at Huntingdon yesterday Photograph: Robert HaHam 


rider, Richard Dunwoody, was 
pressing on in an effort to 
draw the sling from a rival who 
was no longer in the race. 
“There was no point hanging 
around as the plan was to burn 
off Martha’s Son’s speed,” the 
jockey said, “but then I turned 
round and asked Adrian 
[Maguire, Viking Flagship’s 
jockey] where Martha's Son was 
just before the ditch and he told 
me he'd pulled up.” 

One Man flew the second 
last and behind him the green- 


ciy did the same as Viking Flag- 
ship’s challenge evaporated in 
a single error. Then came a rep- 
etition of the grey’s dying swan 
finale as he trundled home un- 
convincingly. “He pricked his 
ears on the run-in because it 
was all too easy for him,'' Dun- 
woody reported. “He's an in- 
telligent horse." 

Gordon Richards, the win- 
ning trainer, added: “He 
jumped well, with his ears 
pricked, but when be heard the 
crowd he was having a little look 


ag ain. He knew that he had 
done his job.” 

Richards had been search- 
ing for vindication that his 
horse was good enough to take 
on the best two-mflers (if he 
goes to the Festival, the Cham- 
pion Chase will be his objective) 
and was rather disappointed 
that the evidence was not con- 
clusive. Tm sad about the oth- 
er horse because he was the one 
we really wanted to test our- 
selves against,” he said. “Today 
was a day 1 was meant to find 


out, but 1 can’t do that against 
Martha’s now can I? We don’t 
think ours is a Gold Cup horse 
any more and we just wanted 
to see if he had as much speed 
as we think he has. 

“Even if he’d got beat today, 
we’d still have gone to Kemp- 
ton [for the King George VI 
Chase] because that's always 
been our race. He’s one of the 
best-rated chasers and it’s just 
a pity be can't win a Gold 
Cup. I’ve got to dig another one 
out of the bag.” 


Tim Forster, too, will have 
to find another athlete to re- 
place one of the most thrilling 
jumpers of recent years. He 
chose not to dwell on his mis- 
fortune yesterday but rather re- 
called Martha’s Son’s fightback 
from injury and glorious suc- 
cesses at the highest level. 

“The one thing to remem- 
ber is that he’s done it,” be said. 
“Despite all that’s happened to 
him over the years he’s come 
back and won a Champion 
Chase.’’ 


the independent 
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Anger over 
early opening 

Fburof the 14 stalls opened ear- 
ly in the opening race ai Ling- 
field yesterday but, following an 
inquiry, track officials allowed 
the result to stand. 

Stolls one to four opened 
half a second before the others 
in the JG-fariong race won by 
the 16-1 shot Jubilee Scholar 
(drawn 12), who beat Grooms 
Gold (3) and Tbmptiess { 5 ). 

Most racegoers believed the 
race would be declared void, 
but the stewards confirmed the 
result. This brought an eruption 
of abuse from the crowd. 

Hugh CoIIingridge, trainer 
of fifth-placed Captain's Day 
(10), said: “I can’t believe what 
Fm hearing- Those four got a 
two to three-lengths advan- 
tage on the rest-” 

Scotland Yard 
on doping case 

The Jockey Cub yesterday 
confirmed that Scotland Yard 
is involved in the investigation 
into the alleged doping of two 
horses in the spring. 

Their inquiries centre on 
the Josh Gifford-trained Live- 
ly Knight and Avanti Express, 
trained by Charles Egerton. 
who both tested positive after 
running lacklustre races in 
defeat. Both horses tested 
positive to a drug believed to 
be the tranquilliser acetyl- 
promazine. 

Christopher Foster, execu- 
tive director of the Jockey 
Club, said: “Evidence of crim- 
inal activity was revealed and as 
a result the matter was passed 
to the police some months 
ago.” 


CHEPSTOW 


HYPERION 

12.50 EDMOND (nap) 2.50 Romancer 

1.20 Racing Hawk 3.20 Irish Banker 

1.50 Pbnberiey Place 3J>0 Gazumper 

2220 Name Of Our Father (nb) 


12.50 


HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

50- BEN EJQER {277) (W D Gtaon & M Qtnon) N TrtfcnOwws 5 11 0 Cl hnwilyn 

M EDMOMD(FR){18)(LadyKr»jHtonOTFBaw51ID AThonfca 

SUM HNNUBE(W)(MKftxtfs}FJoBfcn5T10 T&y 

55-1 Rjunemn pa) (CO) (BMn^*y)BEd%5 11 OL 


OCP- HONEST GE ORGE ( 22 S) (Aubraf Ba) Cttartoyfill q Ita A&rfty (7) 

04322- IVORY COASTS! (NZ) £23) (BF) (Deris Anrtwe) BDeHawi6T1 II CHnte 

PP- KING PADDY (227) (lAs S A Earns) 3 Jotmson 5 T1 0 Mr 0 UcPtal (7) 

K- UGHTOUNG STEH. (200) (D J Cao) D Qhj 6 TT 0 -Dimly 

nfflEJURpmCHda)CMHd«51ia 0 

3-HQ REGAL ABSEHCT (80) JBF) (PHD Ffrtoml&l) Dffchctecn 511 0— 

0- WVB? MULLIGAN ( 221 ) (St Itefcn Estates Ud)P Hobbs 511 0. 


2UP5AJ ROLA»(VQ(MigSkuri)PMui)tyai10. 

QQ3R- STRONG TH.C2M) (fa»y NMQMPtps 7 HO 

OOP TWO LOROS (18) pN E Gataray) G ton 5 n 0 

3- HAD MAD (S 8 Q (Lori OBtea0MBndteck5D9 

06000 SPLASH OF BLAKBCT (12) (Gorton C Fo^ S Kristi BD 9- 
-ISi 


— Al 
_J) DuMOodr 
JRICwrewgli 
—APiicCor 
— SBunnojpi 

P Holly 

„na*ar(5) 


betaeesm, he rit the fast mo and wasiriudcy logo unto by anedcloNosy Mnertere B 
days ago on to fint adampt aw huRftHi TTw wtowc a Mabhmto ol RagM Absinea HWt h 
ageiiai ArtraettiSMudw and ftofaimie add Ffattwbud hauler tottwUfcMfite tot mwl 
ng and caused fete an ifnt by mahteg d to bad h Tha Stand ow tto tap The being har 
totraalaiy olaiJtKtorem^bamorainpi w wnan t inMciiabmtianaweH^dfcjnotctoa 
U fartha term at Lurtow cn Monctay. hmry Confer fnohed last season wih threa good placed 
oftarta tan two to One mka on mdy wayfag typaa of aeuH Ha and 9kong ift al not to 
hardtoptacsbifracousa Selection: H3M0N3 


GOING: Soft (Heavy h places) 

• Lott-hand, mcAJalfcig come with stiff fences. 

• Come ie on A46& Chepstow station (Canfff - Gloucester Ina) tn. ADMISSION: CU» 
£14; fattorsafe £D (OAPs £5). CAR PARK: Frua 

0 LEADING TRAINERS: UPIpa-3B teinets from 173 runners £29%); P Hobbs W-7D 
(273%), N IMston-Davtes 19-03 (1&4%l D Mchotaon 1646 (2BS%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy-- ZTwfn from V2 ndes pves a success ratio of - 
265%, R Dunwoody 24-121 (BB%) D Bridgwater *-77 (23A%i C LtowByn 15-GO (£7%). 

• FAVOURITES: 148 wfns in 3B2 races (409%), 

BUNKERED FIRST THE: Racing Hart (120). Da ymta r p * % Barmy HOT Led (220). Ufly 
The FBy (vtgored, 120). 
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STERLING FLUID SYSTEMS “NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE 
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« 
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SLIGO SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m 
4f 110yds 

U-PPK RACWGHAWK(USA)(7)P)EGUona)PBtM«n5115 Allege* B 

60600 MOONRAKERS MIRAGE (IB) (MNta Hcna FtactagLfcQD Ebucrtl 6 D 12 .— P Holey 

3650 Pt«0SE{2Q) (Mss8Sm0CJaw7D12 LSotewnp) 

302-P PffiOEWOOO HIGGLE (30) (Ms B tore) R J Pries 7 1) 12 A Thornton 


5503-0 QUETM0IBfTS(1M(toiHiTtoB9qp)PMf|ty4lDC. 

5P4D- ROU. AGAM (281) (AramySdrenou)MSMtoton eWC 

Joan) PBoaun J02 


-JRKwanegh 

8lfe*M 

,.LCasataa(B) 


MOO SOWSA (39) (R Oaen) P Down 5 D 12 

40 STIB1J0N STREAM (15) (St MtenEsMnUftliPtae5ne APHcCoy 

OFF-4 ST0MBfBWESAAI(101)gtaWiflngitoaiBtotoMJ»**»5gg^C ll » — I" 

30005 GOLDENUtr ( 1 ^ (MreMFartarrH Gay Kcto iy4t)7 JIDawody 

2PP4>3 KONGCSUaOWW(KLDareiCPcptonet)7 S BwnxtfiB 

OPOfP LfilYTHE RUY(9) (E A Owes 0 Jones, E Ppa) Ita B 6 D 7 E Byrne V 

000 UTTLE DUCHESS (97) fJbhnPmttRjwi) Join Midi Rjwi*Q 5 D7_MbsS*»e 
-13 ‘ 


FORM GUIDE 

Two bad trtsiafcag made the dt fere n c e between wmnhg and bang tor DO NJUAN COL- 
IONGE 8 at fyt h Apt! end he had a tlfft advantage aid waa a ea m lntfy going beat 
whan fafing at tto final fence at VUbrcator over a further Mf a nde on to reappearance 
a fortnight ago, leavmg Kamfcaze to bed Orewel Lad and Larry's Lord. Had he won, 
and grant opinion l» that to woiid hwe. Danjuan ColongK would hawe gone 141 more 
than the pound ne has beei rateod. He is vwel aUtnd by the grand and rt is at teiist rn- 
asaring that he masttmd the tricky fences here In March when heeling Court Master 
ow this tr^i lanyta Laid mop poaes on 32) batter toma which hardy seems a lot con- 
aidants ha would ham finished oner 20 lengths behind, but he rteped with a good deal 

ol pronm on to outing h W monte Not only we he hue coma on for it ths short- 
er tip ■ mom to to favour and he should, go weB. Prats Box cen&med the premise at 
to length second to FTaaer latand - Cookee lasa then seven lenotte bade it fourth and 
11 b batter in r ower tha bum and dtatence teat month with a comfortable win an eas- 
ier graml at the last mealing. Ha has made sufficient process to conibm ihe eerier form 
mth Cookee and a big toW* may not stop htm gtog doae. A apb omt hudas. to first 
run n atmew 20 moritha wt haw helped to sharpen Pete The Parson and ha has al- 
ways been siited by planty of cut in the ground BeMcHon: PONJUAM COLUONGES 


..SBanatfiB . O 20 

EUymeV 

-HtoSWMte . 


12-1 Rte- 


BETTING: 74 RlBMAbBanBaJMEdBOnd. 5-1 SionB^t 0-1 Ttotertaathoty I 

erlbfflgpn. 14-1 PWdllakL 20-1 ntm 
W96 lAghty Moss 5 W 12 Mr F Hubby (7) nm to (D ftoxteon) « nn 
FORM QUDE 

Regal Afasenoe gahed to aarty wpoience b pdhMopoirts h ketend and ««« hpnato 
wtonar of al brae earfyoeason tempera on good or Mbt grand, tot '* 

wwm onto te Wtarcesrt far to fxntog debut and ttwetod wl « toettto tetorty to 

tew to coeet tone a remote Md after brnetog a blood wmsbL Tha uqr Fte^ Absence to 

bradheBhoUdappredaBttolongertitoandcanlato«toaVtace8terruifatiap^.TneGouxl 

ahoild not beaprobton, though fflMOtmhaapnwedhimoBlftwJtoefatoewrttoneend^j 
mcrieMy does each thw. EdnontfcdamwonfaurllmesonlhBRal hJtoiceand hasal- 

ready pnxixed a fimping wlmerihem. Haufag bean txshed otf fa a FH Ftet race A tfagtod 


BETTM& 4-1 Rartw tosk. GoMbb 132 QuM MooMnte, M Mooenltoa Uraga, Stona- 

haega Sam, K c ntfn M elody . 3-1 9 Mafias Stan, 10-1 attnra 
B9ft Oragorarut 8 tJ 7 D J BurcM 8-1 (DBUdcQMnn 
FORM GUIDE 

GOLDEN UUf Ie only moderaCe. but so ere a lot at these and tto is har fnt attempt at 
this leveL At 'bunion teat tens she wes staying on late behind Decyborg owr three mass 
and startoa wl be tea premium In this graml Also Ina seller for the first tfenetaMoon- 
laRM'te Mirage. Hevtng led a erteequent winner untB the thW test at Ereler on to Aral 
tty owr hmJea, the eiayeBt-aid wes held up betara kaeptog on at one pace behind Ones 
at VVbcantov Tto Is a hugB drop fa dan and ha wS smly ba thereabouts ow abat 
rright be a morn autebte datanca. Rartig Hawk needed every yard otthls trip before 
getting 14 ) to pip Monaco Gold in a much better sellar an good poind at Utxaatar Bar- 
ter in tha month. He had anery chance three our before weakening fato loath behind 
WetoiS* In stranger company on softer ground at Hereford lest Vfoctoeday and tetea* 
lyto go doae bade el bis grade SI MeMon Steam has lotted baoly h hw rune In burpen. 
hence a poor race for to tototg debut . S a l e etto i r GOLDPt LIY 

fi EAl STEBUNG FLUID SYSTEMS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
LL±^]C) £6,300 added 2m 31 110yds 

1 1F021 PRATE BOX (iq (09 (Join CobetQP 000*1017120 ; AThomton 

2 21/1-3 LARRYS LDRD f14) (J Bfertnrel T Cury □ Mchcfc) P Mchcfc BUB TJHaphy 

3 R/&F D 0 MJUAHC 0 LL 0 HGES(Hfl( 1 ^ piJ)p^(R Ogden) TFcodar fill to — PCtebony 

4 12 T 1 * PETE THE RURSON (t 2 J (CD) (BF) (WESfirfl JCU 8 h 7 APlfcCoy 

5 39045- HMaBtt£yrtAraC0^|AJO8^N7iBsa»Ctete»9J15 CUmfljn 

6 P4344 COOU 1 EE ( 2 ^(D) (S TRIMrtxDJ King 0110 JRI 


1 22/1 -A 

2 51P« 

3 222211 

4 QL5D 

5 43252 

6 2PFVY5 

7 RDRV) 
B* 50600 

8 mm 


KERRY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added to 
stakes 3m 

DEYHAR (12) (T J RMtey) D Ganddb 5 n ». 


EVER SMLE (FR) (BO) (0) (BF) (Darid LEstrangB) U Ffae D n 7 — A P McCoy 

HANE OF OUR Rtnet (USA) W (D) fr M Kbr^ P BOMR4 11 7 |9a4 _A HSMtea 
STWl£(11)(D)(MafaWiREiia)RBucMvll«9 3Pom» 


BAWlf «JL LAD (IS) (Andw F Steryp) C Mortodi7 V 2- 


-JRKpmghB 


AMBUSCADE gJSA)(11)(D) (Ms JJnnto) Ms JJoton 11 OO Mr 0 McPhal (7) 

DAT5 N BARLEY fll) (FA Lnnt^n) P Ftodkrt B ID 0 SBuDDegh 

ROSBtALL(iO)(MKTDPBdngsn)MsTP14ngBnBVO- 
TM0LAO(0B1)(RGBnzfagkrgRaBM)gtanOeO.. 


BETTING: M Oor^uan Cdtongaa, 4-1 Lany*! Lmd, Me The toon, « Prate Bn, 3-1 rtoKrt- 
tey Place, Coebaa. 

*e& Bnis L* 7 h 11 G farmey 0 2-1 fe (P Hobbs) 4 ran 


MMteteMiptt lOtt. TbehanOap ee^ArirtscedrOtf l3h0ttNCbrbyMr%ftsarafU 
abUtadte 

BETTWGS 134 Daytater, 114 ItenwOt Oar FaUrtMEter Sato. 1 1-2 Benny HB Lad. 7-1 aWBa, 
14-1 Oate N Barley, 33-1 othan 

W90: Genanl torlc 9 « 0 Sqto Mtort E) R-1 P Gmddfa) E ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Nama Of Onr Falter dd rat jiai win at Ascot on Steuday ha amHsted the opposi- 
tion, coming right away in the stte&* to win by 17 lengths- He had been in good tom 
prior to that and a fib penalty is not going to stop Mm, but the searching condtons you 
gat ham irigft. BANNY HILL LAD is wfil sited by a teat of stamina - ha was touched 
oft by Flyfag Gunner mar three and a quarter rites last season and chased home Dom 
Beitrano mer tha come and dstance lest time - and he Is wal ptaced with just 2b mom 
than the miniirun ahold Ms develop into a slogging match. Bfintas on to the fbat tkne 
m^i also help. Gear Smte has baan a contestant sort in his time but his comabacfc af- 
ter mlsafag last season has not been hafcied by hfcn ffaWang lama at Maittat Ream near- 
ly rikie weeks ago He is by no means out ol it on his best tom, but Deymlar has more 
going lor him on the evidence of tofbst nsi In a year H Bale over an hadequato trip 
He hn eon on aoft ^ound and ip to two and a half ndas, 90 there ia no reason why he 
ahold not Stay three. Selection: BAWY HLL LAD 


2.50 


TIPPERARY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS q £4, 100 added 2m 

110yds 

25521 LAKE KAflfflAR (CO) {The Late Kafai PsrtneahW P Mchcis 6 II 5 TJBtapt* 

21032 AMBLESDE (22) (CO) (B M ItoSVtenfiBIl 12 

2W3- OUNMCKS VIEW (2S3)(FG1udai}F factor B DR. 


..SMcNafi 
_ll Griffiths P) 

02033 ROMAN CBt (IB) (Ct^ (U Antofi j BmattnaQ RTtetavCtea B P g^C Llwsrty n 

BETITNGE 54 Lake teba, 74 Romm* 94 AibUmUb, SD-1 Ducnicto VIk 
S 9B tt Royal (FR) 5 n 5 A P McCoy 0-11 lar (M PW 9 ™ 

FORM GUDE 

LAKE KARBA ran wefi ag^nst subsecrient ABCot wfansr Chtoftt Song on grauxltoo 
fete to Kampton on to chasing debut and j*iped better on more favorable soft ground 

at Newton Abbot last weeic to beet Zabart gotog re»ay by 12 langlte As wel as Amble- 
slda. he ran against Ground hM m Enter outer in the month on his first try ovar fences. 
Ha was only four lengths in tent of Zabad, who would probably hem teen rumer-up if 
ha had not hit the second tast fakfag fhat ha of farni SteraBy and ufthout atoafeg far 
improvement (which both are open to) Ambtasida is wolhaidty Lake Karita. Romancar 
ended ip thW behind Northern Startght hare over three furlong furttwr on to chasing 
debut etterAahwal Boy and Forest hrcry had come down two out The run and eiqwri- 
ence were needed and he should tWeh a good deal closer tto tkna on pound he can 
hereto. Selector: LAKE KARBA 


5201 


WEATHERBYS STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (DIV I) £2,000 added 2m 110yds 
1 HSH BANKER (28) (EQ (DteodJata) MPfaa R APHcCoy 

0- BBtOLEY BANK p2i) (Ms jlk»j (0 NTvtexvOateS n 4 CUnteyn 

4 JET TABS (17) (The JBtSWknary Company) Mm JPiren 5 114 — 0 Lately 

1- UNO ON THE WJN (2^ (Lady Harris DNdidson 4114 Jflfessayp) 

0 - SILVER GULL (SO) (J Bte, ACtam&THartn) H Hoae611 4 BPowol 

FUMGARIISTf JonaNBRMn»5Sfl JtrLJaBbnl 

PMC SUGAR (Tin neram Gap QNHwteS teG N Roster (7) 

SOLOBH(BndMaMCfeo)RMner4Cfl AThonton 


STffl. FOUNTAIN (W Ms F MM& 5 D B_ 
-91 ‘ 


JtesSWMa 


BE771N& 114 King On Tbs Rrsv 132 Mtei Bate; 112 Jte Ttex, 10-1 Sogtey Bank. 131 Salo- 

tev 20-1 Rytag AteL Pfrt Bug >4 50-1 tehem 

MB: Lady Rabaeca 4 II 9 A Itapto 5-2 (Mas V VMtem) 8 can 


330 


WEATHERBYS STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (DIV IQ £2,000 added 2m 110yds 

CAPIAM MORRK (P l*flmsnn) P Vtegram 5 h 4. SWVm 

FRANKBfflNE(WESklOJOU5114 LHsvw 


QAZUM I ER(N2) (RBOamy) JKIng4tt4 

KENRSH BARD (Mbs Caraina ftrtirB) N Grata 5 11 


4- ODDA3 CHAPS. (HR) (DaAd A Vtrt) M Sheppsd 4 11 4 

63 flALty LiRAp2) (P RRcdfesJ) P RodfcnfS D 13 

SB)- KMUHAUA(lB9(nDgrJ^encar)G£UEfng5&e 


LOCH NA QLEANN (DcuttertB LkQ F Jotei 5 « O. 

-Sdactarad- 


Houghkn (7) 

CUaeeByn 

BPoaal 

S Branagh 

APMcCuy 

TBey 


BETTINas-l Frank Byrne, Mnobteta, 7-2 Odds'* Chapte, 5-1 Brty Lka.5-1 Gaanpacfi-l Kao- 
8teiBard,1M Loch Ns Gtaon, 2S-1 Opttbi Monte. 

S9fi:aeedvHon1 


+ 


-t 



/ 


HEXHAM 


HYPERION 

1.00 Southern Cross 1.30 Juke Box Ktty 2JJ0 
Maybe O’Grady 2^0 Pariah 3J» Welsh March 
3 JO To-Day To-Day 


. wft | pHF NH NUVIUC nunui* 

1-00 1 EPJ (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
-tea couNTRroacHB)ci«WteMnBdNr6i»5-- ; Gtoj« 

i WLA Pirs pci G M Ltocre 5 11 5 

BYrHmOOKMsJStawfillOj--— 

P- MYOKiOBUJE (258)HAte»rir5 fl 0- 

00004 JOUGHTMWBp HBaa »4TIO -DF^rt 

_ CW KA1HAR(1S)Mi^nnxnd5in) — StoS 

7 a NOTOOBlGp2)PChe0te«M3h5flO_ j LfP * 

■ B S|»1K8 

“ enuQMG BEE B9B) WFtoed8fl 9 j** 0 

o oo- THE 0* 1 ®^1®inSpT^SS^n7_Z!ZIIIjQteteten 
H 2- WHATAflOOtaPW^; 4110 

pT30l 


5F3PP BLAZWG TRA9. | 

®33 aag«wjrc«W ‘ JSfiss jSS m 

!S SSfe;;; -“T-fKS 

B00P2 ^ pvK DD 0 4*moa 

5S IS^U^^KTDO.CMcCte-rtfflB 

Unman ut&t JO* 

wnwQ: 4-1 "TiSteOteA FteWiana m "«» 

5-1 Bted Aeeowt M W” 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
fi 

7 

8 

9 

V-4P60S 


i.vw ICAP CnW c ^ _ 


ffl2FP- 

4-5212 


P liven 

-JtSBte 


PP0-F2 MAMICA(1<NMDodB7«13. 


.TRmd 


GOING: Good 

to Laft-tend. unduteMng courea Aa>-ln of 230yd _ 

• Course la on minor road 2m S of Heaham.'HsBdiam station 2m. 
ADMISSION: CUJ £9; Paddock E8 (QAPs 01). CAR PWeFrea 

rt LEADING TRAINERS: L Lungo «-78 C231H G Hfa terda 17- 
56 B04%L G M Moore 17-60 (210%) J H Johnson W7 fl72%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nhran 2&01 &%i. N Bentley tt-38 
P 1 B %1 T Ffeed tt-05 (141%), R GsrrMy ««B P47%X 
FAVOURITES: B3-400 (383%L 

VTSOBSTHRSTTfM&BteztogTtafflpaX 


I EBF ‘NH* NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUF1- 
//•■ acc ad M rum added 2m 


63124 GRATE DH1 P 1) PBsa*T*rt7 DC BftsOsnR 

7 F64G5 QMKnrDESPLNnSp^MBSSRteifiDH JtDWmcn^ 

8 54034 fWTHEMANpaMsEGtackBDD KJofwon 

9 33RXV CAU£RNOV(574}OLflBt>7D6 Jfeafes 

t> /050-5 LORD RAT flS) Mss U IS^pn 6 DO OPHtar 

-10 dsdsrad- 

BETTTNG: 52 Fern LaadK 3-1 Usyfas OUredy, 4-1 Rabble Beach, 8-1 
to Tbs Men, 3-1 Gsts Dtte, 13-1 Msnfc* 1« tehsm 


) 0 q R I ROYAL OAK AND HERDHOLT HANDF 
[^■^1 CAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,650 2m 

1 303M WWAHpiHQWinbdsterBIlD PMm 

2 1351-5 COHBAMfilGLBlpDMHpifSOndSIlD ROratty 

3 0205- DIAMOND BEACH PSD (CD) G 41 Mows 4 H 7 „JI Bentley 

4 S32BT1 HISIVESTAHPT) (D) MsMHMtay7D t2 GUe($ 

5 80321 CRAIGARY (B)lto A SeMertfi DU (Tto J Supple 

6 0035- WLDRteMY CASTLE (2tD W JPfeGerddSD BJ lately fl 

7 SSBfi MEAIXJMBURN P5 W Read 7 D 0 THead 

8 0BFD6 ALLBBYPD JScuUngSDO BGnteen{B) 

g 403 /p. SYU1AN CELEBRATION (538) JGdrfce DO JtMeGatbR 
D 549CE5 RUBSUW(6)MrtK Lamb5 D0 te»SUnbp)V 

letene^rlOteTteheridLtepw^AtatyMfilL^tenCte 

OrrtorrSteOfe AdBbvrttTb . . 

EnWG: M Srt. 3-1 OdnsisBy Ceteh, Cnrigtey, 8-1 Perth, 

«M Coesnendar GUo. Dseate Baedi, 25-1 M— toetam. 33-1 item 


3.00 


LAZARD PRIVATE CLIENTS NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 2m 110yds 

1 4B3R3- COURTJOKER(M7)(P)HAtoBte5DCJ«MeGnBiffl 

2 QUOD BJB»rr0FFaBKp42)WO«fatfBm7OC _jltote 

3 04506 MUUJNS(tS)DIWalfflDtt 

4 4BI-U PtMEYAlUEpaHOMWEetebyBDC^ — r PMten 

5 52P-5F BOTOLCRBeONp7)(D)MH8wnowfeDtt— BGante 

6 40085 SULFOSBOPD»*ttSaiih5«C RWadneoatS) 

7 PB32 WHSHMARCHpi)GUItocra5DC JMegtoi 

6 s- RYSANSHYN(301}RJteraon5D7 KMmon 

-fidedamd- 

BETTWG: 11-« Porevalua, 3-1 Wetter MeHte.5-1ftajtefC teaoa.1M 
Coat Joker; Sul Tend 20-1 Mufine, 25-1 Baatet Of RNk. Rysamhya 


3.30 


FEDERATION BREWERY OPEN NH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,550 2m 

5C0 ANDY CUfUE p7) A Batay 4 T1 4 — JIBetete 

BRANCH BBJOnrl!ii5n 4 DThoreae (7) 

BO BWOB8YlimSTStCmP0«™<6tJ4-Baite!rap 

2 M) CAHLMGFOTD TYKE (17) TCnirS It 4 _N»nMi 

004- IX)IWTBBOOKpnnR*fc«»«»*lf«— — 

GUSBSIRYDMRBSter4 114 : £CajegHno(3) 

||ASIBIVKXnCGnrtaif4 

remLAHCABAYItoASMta*5T(4 — -J&pte 

DO- QUaHBBRtGArap41)F»«on3114 *Jotaon 

a 6 

i ^«iSKi 4 « S 3i sag 

5 KP 1 HFEpZ) W feed 4PP. TF ®“ 

PAPSaACKWRITHIGWhteBDB ~~ — SMtAwep) 

t aaasawTsiBsi-as 

-17 dedteod- 

bfTTTWQ: 54 Tent wattar, taOay H Ctetogford Tyte, 7-1 
Omfimok. Beater Wood. «M Santa Betem. Ifrl oto» 


WINDSOR 


HYPERION 

12.40 Father Henry 1.10 Mad Harry 1.40 Ekeus 
2.10 Easter Ross 2.40 Who's To Say 3.10 Sadler’s 
Realm 3.40 Clalreswan 


OWE Good [Good 1 

• FTgumcf-aight courea Lsvei with sharp 1 

• Court la N of lown on A308 near juxteon 8 of M4 ADMISSION: Ckto 
£14; fettaraals ED; Star Rtag E4. CAR PARK: CU> £2; rest £160 or EL 
0 LEADING TRAMHtS: K Bailey 13-62 £6%). N Henderson 7-38 (212%) 
Mai H Knight 7-46.(140%) C Brooke 544 £5%) 

0 LEADING JOCKEYS: M A ntcgaraU 547 pni^JFTItlay 501 (BIS). 
S McNafR 4-20 (20%) C UeweByn 4-21 (8%) 

FAVOURITE 75-222 (351%). 




6P5W3 DAN2MHTE (172) R StrongaS DC 
1- MADHARRYp40)KBMay5DC 
40F23 H9(ESIMaC(maF)Datasel6DC 

3D6 MSIBTERMYN{G8)RQife4De 

3050 PSXAir8CKJSSp4)GlfcCCurl5DC. 



C- HUPSTT BLUES (1ff7) J Khg5 O -e 
■ SfSTUGHTNWGpsa AC»reli 


.G Boday 

ODD SHEET UGHTNNG (289 ACtercl GDC —LAepeip) 

5- WPS® KNAPP (807) 0Shflrwxxf5 DO JAMcCarty 

0- GaSHA(29S)NB*bage5D7 Wl 


0 MMOALADT (17) 11 Uedgrt* 4 tl 7 - 
-ISC' ■ 


_J Power (7) 


4 AAI RACING FOR LIFE REID MINTY HANDICAP 
^•^1 CHASE (CLASS E) £4^75 2m 

322281 WHT7ST0SAY(17)(D)DrPPAdBnl1l11C DrPPtetaad 

P3-W LOBSTER COTTAGE (17) (D)(BF)KBtey 9 11 7~_NrRWilday(S 

02B1R- FRe4n.YKMGHTf2Q2)P)MsAEJohnacn7Tl3 RJotanoe 

4846 HCfU(K) (□) MsLRUtncbBDC PHkJs 

DZWS LASATA(S4) (D) RCBreonCDD ~D Morris 


60849- NASKVB1E STAR (179) (D) RMtenwBDC. 
TB&4 PEGUAfBHE (1^(0) IteA Waot*owWD2- 
-7C ' 


..WMntanV 
—G Hogan p) 


12.40 


R Thornton (3) 


EVERETT MANAGEMENT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) (DIV!) £4,150 2m 4f 

QWF ALL OVSi Bffl ROVER (18) A Canal 5 D C W Mates 

06-P BOMBA CtMRGBI (12) MraSVMaosSDC HGraaoe 

1-3 BtAieH«IVWOOOtTT)R A»W 5 DC— 

OOK- CAUIOOMMte8)TCBay6DC 
50- FATHER HBMY {SO) N tetdecsn 8 D C 
55400 fEARCLSTE(23)HFtaw8DC — 

45P23 irSWUACE(iqjCPnSon4DC 

5- LORD OTTT«HWBt (2*1) OStowoodBDC JAHcCarthy 

0003/ MUStC , T>etAPY(B33)TRnlBr7DC 
T1P2-0 BOOL ARCTIC (12) SUte7 0 0 

2- STORM FORECAST (20DIBR Mm HKr^l 5 DC 
31/20- THELANDAGairpOl) JMmBDC 
80806 TIP YOUH WAITRESS (te) BOteey4D1 
90)6 TOM7UGG(12)WUctontoCoi»7 
JUUAE Ha P Ftobeson6 07 


BETTING: 5-2 MrtHany,fi-2RMiartBbaa, 132 Cteha^HfeteBMutec. 8-1 Char- 
fit Haw n *. 10-1 fappecs Knapp- M-1 Ottawa 

RACING FOR LIFE NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^75 3m 

FSSBfi COWTHY STORE (14) A P Jaaas 8 11 D WManton 

340P-2 HTSHARBOlH (21)0 Sherwood 6 11 8 J A McCarthy 

0B5P1 LAUGHMG FONIABC (14) (D) K Beley 7 n 7 MrRIMhteylD 


pMO] 



BETTING: 54 Latter Cottage. 7-4^ MhciVta Say. l32Fkhu, 12-1 MaatnOa Ste, 
IB-1 lamta, POgmafea, 25-1 Rfendly Ktegtat 

EQUriY FINANCIAL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,425 2m 
1- TRUANCY (»1D (D) C Main 4 n D J 


3.10 


204P- OU BOWNm iDtepiSI 
-DJ22 FflmfSaOY m{D) teAEJctrwonBT1 1 . 

S5S6 LJMOSA(2D)fc LFfch«SBD-n 

3P42-1 EKSLS (TD J Kru 7 D D 

LQUAJBOC 


-D Monte 
.RJohnocn 
PHMa 


Iteaoa VIA DEL C 


l(21)(D)JMtos5DD. 


-HA 


434P-4 MGHT FANCY (T4) UsAttboctaw9DD_ 
STXTB&Nr (14 J Gfftad 7 D 6_ 


00322 BUCK 
GMJ> UASTERBOMBER(ti) RAbwBDZ 


G Hogan (3) 


1U22D S)£PHSSSREST(27qfflSUteG11D 

30534 BBS SABLE (53) (D) RSKJnge.711 9 

EP466 NO RATTERN (11) QLMow51I B 

03444 MAZZH (37) (D)RHmb611 8. 


..C Wefcta 


02201 SADISTS REALM (7) (D) P Ht±to64H 4 (7») 

04-211 NOOETOU(E9(D)PEccte5DC. 


IGoU«ta( 5 ) 

_A Gantty (5) 
„£Hu*hand 
-R Thornton 


JtTlHneon( 


304 MATBHDGE LADY PD P Htteba 4 D 7 
-14 



GTbmy 


BETTWO: s-1 Cata Down, Father Hatny; 9-1 B rawahear Wood Stem Foreeate. 
8-1 Lord Of Tha Rtm; Beale Therapy, Tom Tttgte 13-1 olbna 


|i ml EVERETT MANAGEMENT NOVICE HURDLE 
LLIrJ (CLASS D) (DIV 10 £4,150 2m 4f 


BOMB Cl£VBl K Conariod 8 D C 
fiffPU CASHFORBASH(SBB) RRoaw7DC— 
1-8P. CASTLE ARROW f2£?C Mann 4 DC — 
004 CATHAY (17) teJRtnenfi DC. 


-JFTBay 


RfflP-5 DSfBBNQREfD M JRobertaBDO PHatod 

-12 dadarad- 

Unhun ml&t 10 *. Urn toaflbqp mfettr JhaHatlmMab. 
BETTWCfe1«LaUBtoBFoottena,4.l Et^aHwtaortM Bwua.7-1 ttattYaBoK 
14-1 Country Stem M a te D o ni bat 16-1 Ottawa 

EBF MARSHAL AMPLIFICATION NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,150 2m 

BARTONHOCrOShwaoodfiltO JAI 

6D44JP BARTM SCAMP (15) □ IMteoB 5 11 0 Mr SI 

. fi- BRQWJOSHVpM) Ms J Pitmen 4 11 0 Rl 

3 cancsEAsatez7aM»HXb^t5no JFiney 

.1- EASlBiHUtU(2aa>NHwteson4110- MAT 

31/5 lASTDADREE(341)nQ7homw6flO 

0- PURPLE ACZ (270 KiOaestea 5 HO 

4&3 SURStAICORQA (£2) (BF) T Raster 6 11 
8 TTEHOOR(47)Mfamptos6lIO 
0(004- invNYPiynaD hwmd 5 it o 
53 TOUR FSLOWp) epochs 5 110 


82043- D0NT0RESSP0HDBt)ER(23^(C0) HHxfges7DlTTEtaBcaaito 

-Sdadand- 

BETTING: 54 SarfiaTa Raata, 3-1 Nohle faB, 5-1 Stwplnrda Real. Band Sates, 
8-1 No Paten. 7-1 Truancy, 14-1 Hated, 20-1 DoMdresafonSmar 


3.40 


flB 


rjGlftadBDB. 
-12 



RACING FOR LIFE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,150 2m 5f 110yds 

CIM EAU DE COLOGNE (IQ Ms L Rictawm 5 11 D J A McCarthy 

35302/ NOiraRUnra<F1S)(BF)DEtasarSi81ia XBnxfey 

SBi-2 WOWOEXPHES8(l ^B BMfann7tt2 DSaterflB 


31 P-48 TUKANO (CAN) p) 

44C0 aAIRESWAN(t7)HTbrn*tas5DO__ 
P340B JCMAL MAN (21) ffl) R CfStrtsn 8 02. 
1D3Qf ROBINCK) (F58B) J NevfieSDD- 


.JFTUay 
_R Guest 


-MAFfagwrtf 

_fl Thorton (3) V 


CPO- 1HEMEXICANS BONE (271) (C8) DGwa00yBD8 VStadtare 

33P-D COPPER COIL 02} P) REUtitef 7D6 GHoganP) 

ISM BOfW TD PLEASE (1^ PHobtwSDS Gfarewy 


4031 P- NUMOUNT (194) (0| T UoGono) 7 D 2 . 


Jt Johnson B 


-PMda 


3421 U- CHAflUEHAKSfMQS Meter 8DC. 


-ClltobA 


BETTING: 52 Samoa Conte, 7-2 EoMw Rosa, 13-2 Barton Hofi, Ybtr FoBew, 8- 
1 Broafeahy, Rtega BaosOt, iM CaMe Season, 14-1 oBwm 


03/1-2 COWON PBeiY(t2)DGwaioteB DO Sophie HUM (31 

8 4300 MOSTWaCOME NEMG (FS) GLMocre5 DO MrSDcuack(^ B 

14 OMH) AD80MUYWV(lDRMhwni11DO SCuan 

-Mdsctared- 

MUnmiisiBttlteltoAanifcqpivfl^McOMwQoPiniygHiafeMMHW. 
com Mm W T2fe Atm*/ My 9tf SB. 

BEnWG: 52 Bn Da Cotegne, 74 Yterid Brtsaa, 11-2 JnW Man, 1M Bora 

fa Plaaaa, Coras On Puny. 10-1 Copper Cofi, 14-1 others 


Punters have a Suny. outlook in the Hennessy Gold Cup 


Susy Bay was cut to 5-2 from 
4-1 ty tte bootaaki^ Wllfiain 
Hill yesterday for Saturday’s 
Hennessy Gold Cup at New- 
bury. The support coincided 
with growing doubts over the 
participation of last year's win- 
ner, Coome HflL 

Walter Dennis, who trains 
Coome H31, said yesterday: 
“Ihe vet thinks it would all right 


if I worked the horse tomorrow 
and then I’ll have to make up 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Name Of Our Father 
(Chepstow 2.20) 

NB: Lanyas Lord 
(Chepstow UO) 

my mind. As for Saturday, ray 
worry fe that 1 haven’t been able 


to do enough with him and with 
only three days left 1 might be 
running out of time. I don’t 
want to to run the horse if he’s 
not 100 per cent” 

As well as Suny Bay hard- 
ening as favourite, Hills cut Try- 
ing Again to 8-1 from KM, 
although .the nine-year-old has 
in the past shown a preference 
for right-handed tracks. 


The Irish-trained Time For 
A Run, who had a wann-up race 
over an inadequate trip at Naas 
cm 8 November, is now into 6-1 
(from 8-1) with Ladbrokes. 

HBteESSY GOLD CUP (tafiW IM Ht 
btelng gate): W Suny Boy (tom+n 7-1 
C}Bdifah fern 6-4 7tae nr A Rn B-1 Ban- 
jo (tom 6-1), Tryrg Agar (from 10-1). 10.1 
General Wotta (Iram 12*1), TZ-1 Barton 
Berfc fM Cod Own, Eudpa 20-1 Betas* 
King. Celtic Abbey 25-1 attiais 

’ Results, page 28 
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Van Gaal braced for the backlash in Barcelona 


When Barcelona lured 
Louis van Gaal away 
from Ajax last summer 
he was hailed as the man 
to restore the Catalan 
club’s supremacy over 
Real Madrid. 

After a promising 
start his reign may be 
turning sour but, as 
Gfenn Moore reports from 
the Spanish city, events 
in the Dutchman’s 
personal I He have 
enabled him to put a few 
bad results into 
perspective.. 


It was a warm day in the Cata- 
lan capital yesterday but Louis 
van Gaal, the coach of 
Barcelona, was not around to en- 
joy it He was bade home in the 
Netherlands, lb the uninitiated 
it might appear that the biggest 
job in club football had finally 
overcome the biggest ego. 

Van Gaal, who replaced 
Bobby Robson in the summer, 
has not had a happy start at tbe 
Nou Camp. The press are on his 
back, the fans do not understand 
his tactics, the players have the 
fitness record of Tottenham 
and the disciplinary one of Ar- 
senal. With two matches still to 
play they are already our of the 
Champions' League and, worst 
of all, the team’s weekend de- 
feat to Real Oviedo means that 
Real Madrid, the blaugrmia’s 
hated rivals, have replaced them 
at the top of La Uga. 

But Van Gaal can put all this 
in perspective. He missed the 
Oviedo defeat, and the prelim- 
inaries for tonight's Champions' 
League match with Newcastle, 
because he was attending the fu- 
neral of his mother. He was 
called last Thursday, by his sis- 
ter who said his 83-year-oJd 
mother “was desperate to see 
him”. She died on Friday morn- 
ing - but he is thought to have 
returned in time to speak with 
her. He flew back to Barcelona 
last night and will take charge 
of tonight’s match. 

It will be instructive to see the 
local reaction to Van Gaal’s loss.. 



Swede is new 

target for 
Blackburn 


/ S| 


Blackburn Rovers are looking 
to sign Swedish strto Pasca^ 
Simpson to help their titleam-; 
bitions. Roy Hodgson, t he 
Blackburn manager, has agreed 
a Aim deal with AIK Stock- 
holm for the powerful 6ft 3m 
striker, , who is due at Ewood. 
Park for talks in the. next few 


U 1 


cks 


days. 

Hodgson wanes more cover 
up front to prevent Chris Sut- 
ton and Kevin Gallacher, who 


K . 


Blue period of a Dutch master: Barcelonans coach Louis van Gaal is going through a difficult time after a bright start at the Nou Camp 


Photograph: Empics 


The 46-year-old creator of 
Ajax’s 1995 European champi- 
ons is not a man to court pop- 
ularity. Notoriously demanding 
of his players he can be wither- 
ingly dismissive of critics 
whether press or public. One 
wonders, too, whether his moth- 
ers death wiB affect his outward 
show of absolute certainty in his 
methods and destiny. 

One blessing he does have is 
a wholly supportive dub presi- 
dent and board. It is argued that 
Barcelona cannot afford to sack 
him barely months into a lucra- 
tive five-year con tract, but his se- 
curity is not simply down to 
finance. His capture was a ma- 


jor plank in Jose Luis Nunez's 
re-election and the president and 
coach haw pubfidyembadasd on 
a long-term rebuilding plan. 
Van Gaal may have spent f 44m 
this summer but few expected 
the rebuilt team, which had lost 
Ronaldo, to adapt to the Van 
Gaal way as quickly as players 
brought tinough the Ajax ^stem. 

The long-term solution, and 
one reason behind Van Gaal’s 
arrival, is the development of 
their own players. Of the cur- 
rent regulars only Josep 
Guardiola, Sergi and Amor 
have come through the ranks 
(which is. admittedly, better 
than Newcastle who have just 


Steve Howey and Steve Whtson). 

That, however, is for the fu- 
ture. Barcelona and \&n Gaal 
still need results in the mean- 
time. Initially this did not ap- 
pear to be a problem, with 
Barcelona winning their first 
five matches under Van Gaal 
Then came the defeat at St 
James' Park followed by a 
home draw with PSV Eind- 
hoven and a 3-0 defeat in Kiev. 

The Champions Cup - won 
only once by Barcelona, under 
Johan Cruyff in 1992 - was 
drifting away but Van Gaal 
bought time with a dramatic, if 
fortuitous, 3-2 win over Real 
Madrid in the Bemabeu. It was 


Real’s first home defeat for 19 
months and left them third 
trailing Barcelona, the leaders, 
by seven points. The result was 
crucial. For historical reasons 
rooted in traditional regional ri- 
valries and intensified by the 
Franco dictatorship - during 
which Barcelona symbolised 
Catalan nationalism against 
Madrid centralism - the two 
league matches against Real 
Madrid lie at the very heart of 
supporting Barcelona. Win- 
ning them can save a season, 
losing them can destroy one. 

However, the injuries and 
suspensions had been mount- 
ing and, four days later, 


Gaal’s luck - which had 
prompted the description “he 
has a flower up his backside** 
-ran out in a catastrophic 4-0 
borne defeat to Kiev. Three de- 
feats in four league games have 
followed with the latest ending 
with Barcelona reduced to nine 
men after Fernando Couto and 
Guardiola were sent off 
The local sports paper. El 
Mundo Deportivo, thus led yes- 
terday morning with five pages 
of criticism of the dub’s disci- 
plinary record. Further inside 
was another indication of the 
club’s troubles, Emmanuel 
Amunike on crutches. Ivan de 
la Ptiia, another casualty, was 


— — W iwkUULVMOj m* A* W Ui UfUl AWOI UOU UWWU UiVtUiU" ruiiuumb uu UUIUJbOl * 

local reaction to Vhn Gaal’s loss., finance. His capture was a ma- than Newcastle who have just Madrid in the Bemabeu. It was ing and, four days later, \&n la Pena, another casual 

Geordie invasion adds spice to battle for wooden spoon 

The Barcelona, nuhlir is the running for a quarter-final need a freak set of results to resided and TmnAsnrilfci notar- Barcelona are bottom of the er far two hnolcahle nffe 


The Barcelona public is 
largely indifferent to 
tonight’s visit by 
Newcastle but, as 
Gfenn Moore reports, this 
should not prevent the 
match having a special 
atmosphere. 


Thiditionalists will take a mea- 
sure of satisfaction from 
tonight's Champions’ League 
tie at the Nou Camp. TWo 
teams with big pretensions but 
no current championship, who 
each scrambled into the com- 
petition as runners-up, are 
playing off. in all probability, for 
Group C’s wooden spoon. 

Barcelona are already out of 


the running for a quarter-final 
place and the subsequent in- 
difference to this match means 
bardy 15,000 Catalans are ex- 
pected to turn up. This is pari- 
ty due to poor recent results, but 
also to the forecast for torren- 
tial rain and a recurring prob- 
lem with midweek attendances 
—many fens wtxk late and a sub- 
stantial number travel long dis- 
tances from all over Catalonia. 
There is also the matter of fa- 
miliarity with European com- 
petition. Barcelona are used to 
competing every year and have 
won 10 titles including last sea- 
son's Cup-Winners’ Cup. 

Given the ground capacity of 
109,815 this could make for a flat 
atmosphere had the city not 
been invaded by up to ten thou- 
sand Geordies. Newcastle may 


need a freak set of results to 
quality for the next stage but the 
Toon Army are not going to let 
that spoil the chance of a trip to 
Barcelona. Europe is a less 
common experience for them 
since their solitary trophy was 
bade in toe Sixties. Yesterday 
they were patronising toe Nou 
Camp museum and dub shop as 
well as the bars on the Ram Was. 

Those Barcelona and New- 
castle fans who do attend are 
likely to see a lively match with- 
out the tense drama of toe pre- 
vious meeting, won 3-2 by 
Newcastle at St James' fciric. 
Both teams are especially short 
in forward power but Barce- 
lona’s superior resources means 
they can still field Rivaldo, Gio- 
vanni and Juan Antonia Pixn in 
attack. With Keith Gtflespte sus- 


pended and Two AspriBa not ex- 
pected to be fit, Newcastle are 
likely to rely on the rejuvenat- 
ed John Barnes in attack. 

The wheels have come off 
Newcastle United’s Champi- 
ons' League campaign since 
that heady night at St James’, but 
yesterday they did so literally. A 
tyre had to be changed on their 
charter flight before they left 
Newcastle Airport putting toe 
team’s departure back an hour 
and creating some uncomfort- 
able nerves for toe bad fliers. 

Kenny Dalglish, who, in- 
credibly, was making his first trip 
to the Nou Camp, said of the 
match: “Well have ago and see 
what happens. The fans have 
been magnificent They deserve 
100 per cent from us and that 
is what they’ll get I'm surprised 


Barcelona are bottom of the 
group, as is everyone else: It does 
not make them a bad team.” 

Dalglish also has injury 
doubts over John Beresford, 
Warren Barton, Rob Lee, Jan 
Dahl Tbmasson and, most wor- 
ryingfy, Shay Given. The goal- 
keeper has shoulder and ankle 
problems and was heavily 
strapped at training last night 
On toe plus side Stuart Pearce 
is back and expected to play. 
Typically, be was first out at the 
training session and. while 
younger members of toe team 
looked in awe at the magnifi- 
cent stadium, he kept his head 
down as if to say “it's just an- 
other football ground to me”. 

The referee, Marc Batta, 
caused a stir in September when 
he dismissed a Portuguese play- 


er for two bookable offences in 
the World Cup qualifier with 
Germany. The second was for 
timewasting after be walked off 
the pitch too slowty while being 
substituted. Portugal were thus 
not able to bring on their sub- 
stitute and, having been 1-0 up 
at the time, were pegged bade to 
1-1 and subsequently failed to 
qualify. Fernando Couto. 
Barcelona's Portuguese de- 
fender, will no doubt be taking 
free-kicks with alacrity. 

The only. English side to win 
here in Europe was Liverpool 
in 1976 when John Tbshack 
scored the goal that took them 
into the Uefa Cup final. With 
Barcelona currently in disarray 
Newcastle, for all their injuiy 
problems, wifi rarefy get a bet- 
ter chance to do the same. 


akn pictured in hospital, but tl™ 
time he was there as a Good 

Samaritan waring m unwell fan. 

As well as those two, 
Barcelona have lost nine other 
internationals to: Guardiola, 
Victor Baia, Michael Reiziger, 
Luis Figo, Giovanni, Sonny An- 
derson, Hristo Sioickov, 
Christopbe Dugarry and Luis 
Enrique. Not even Barcelona’s 
resources can overcome that 
and, for the recent home match 
with Kiev, \hn Gaal was down 
to 11 fully fit first-team players. 

However, as Gerry Francis 
discovered, injuries can only be 
used as an extenuating cir- 
cumstance for so long. 
Barcelona can still put out an 
ostensibly formidable side. 
Tboighfs match, as toe dub 
captain, Figo, said yesterday, is 
important in terms of restoring 
pride and prestige, but the 
Champions’ League is gone. 

Vfen Gaal’s task this season 
is to overhaul Madrid in the do- 
mestic game and, if that cannot 
be achieved, he must ensure 
they remain second and thus 
qualify for next year's Cham- 
pions’ League and avoid defeat 
in the borne game against Real 
on 8 March. Lose then and toe 
white hankerchiefs, that tradi- 
tional sign of supporter dis- 
pleasure, could be out with 
only Nunez standing between 
%n Gaal and a humiliating exit. 

The president would proba- 
bly bold firm buL even if he did 
not Van Gaal. in the wake of his 
recent loss, would be able to see 
the decision for what it was: a 
setback in bis brilliant career, not 
the end of the world. 


his contract, being relied cm too ; 
heavily. Martin Dahlin has been 

str uggling with a bade injury and 
the pace of toe English game 
and that has feft Sutton and Gat 
lacher being forced to play de- 
spite carrying slight injuries. 

Liverpool’s work permit ap- 
plication for the United States 
international goalkeeper Brad 
Friedel is set to go through in 

toe next 48 hours, although he 

may hot receive clearance in 
time to play against Arsenal al 
Highbury on Sunday. 

Emmanuel Petit, the Arse-’ 
nal midfielder, will be playing- 
on Sunday, despite yesterday re~ 
ceiving a £1,000 fine and a fur- 
ther one-match ban for laying 
his hands on the referee Paul 
Durian: his suspension will not 
come into force until 15 De- 
cember. 

Southampton have made a 
bid for midfielder Bjorn - Jo- 
hansen of Norwegian side 
TVomso, after he impressed^ 
during training with the dub. 

Paul Bosvelt, ofFeyraocrd; 
has written to Denis Irwin to. 
apologise -for the tackle which 
caused serious knee ligament 
damage to the Manchester 
United player during United’s 
3-1 Champions' League victory 
in Rotterdam earlier this month. 

A Feyenoord spokesman 
said: ‘Tfeul sent a letterof apol- 
ogy a few days ago because he 
is truly sony. for what hap- 
pened. It’s a great pity because - 
it was totally out of dbaracterfor 
him. We don’t expect anything 
more to happen because Uefa 
[European football’s governing 
body] have said they don’t use 
television evidence so now we 
must forget it and move on.” 

Vfelcnda have put their trou- 
bled striker Romario up for sale 
after the Brazilian was dropped 
last week after saying he want- 
ed to go home to guarantee 
himself a place in toe Brazilian 
Wodd Cup squad. 

“He isn’t going to play any 
more for Valencia,” Claudio 
Ranieri, toe Valencia coach, 
said. “Now it is the dub presi- 
dent who has to decide what to 
do with toe player.” 

Romario joined Valencia 
last season, but moved on loan 
to Flamengo after dashing with 
toe then coach, Luis Aragooes. 
He has only played six games 
since returning to Spain this 
season because of injury. 

Romario cost toe Spanish 
dub around 600 million pesetas 
(£25m), but his earnings may 
deter potential suitors, as they 
are in the region of over 400 mil- 
lion pesetas (£1.6m) a year. 

Alan Nixon 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


Maglite Torches - from just £9.99 


Ideal for a handbag . the glove box in a car or a jacket pocket 



Magfite torches hare earned 
the reputation of bdag smong 
the test sod brightest m (be 
world. Designed to US mBhar; 
specifications, they are made 
from aircraft grade ah mou l ofl i, 
ane irater resttutt aod &tt9t fe 
last a Bfetime.Th«y are stan- 
dard isoe to PoBce and Fire Officials Sn America and in this 
country they are being chosen more and more by nurses, 
police engineers and rescue (earns 
Mag&les arc much brighter than any other commercial toith 
of their dze thdr reflectors are ctedg**d to achieve 
maximum briUbmee under all condkfoos wife the 
beam being atfiosttole from a wide Quod of tight toa 
fine spot Yon aw choose between tint* Msgfi .e 
models:- The Sotaire Key Ring Torch al £9-99; the 
AAA Fen Cfip^ Ttoth at £1249 and the AA MagOte 
at CiW. Ihty are all available in a chafer of four 
atoms- > black, red, after aad Woe. All Maglitt 
torches cany a tifetnuc warranty and are supplied 
in presentation case whid! includes a spare bulb in 
the tail cap and batteries. \ 

HOW TO ORDER 

Fill in dse coopwt and tend together wfth chHjoc or posts! 
ottkii*. NO CASH please » - 
THfi INDEPENDENT MAGLIIE OFFER UNO *541 
PXXBOX 222, CHATHAM. RENT, M£4 4FK. 


For AewssATisa orders, please phone 01634 296Q05 
,-24 bouts a tfay. 7dav* o watt. HtdehwrwatfchesBS 
in dw UK only. Mon* allow up » 28 days for driiveiy 
from receipt of otde£ Rewm within 7 day* for refundif 
ka comptatdy -urisfied. Offer subject to avjritebiiity. 



Plrac «d mc___^AAA Rm CSpM * £1299 a* tar pfip 
Fleam scad me AAM3*fitdB»»£rt«eacbn*:p&p 


ColoorOMice:- 

1 eadosc ■ aaaed cheqoe far £ oa trodl n*Je pmytbtc iw 

NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING (IND SSI f 
nrdetM my Acctg/Vt* accood ty tto smowa. My cart aanhef a: 


Eaph) Wc. 


SfgraHwv. 


NAME 


ADDRESS , 


. PtwGifc. 


g£j«Efl*Bdl90tWScwfe«f«toMc 
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Fences down 
for World Cup 


McDonald linked with City takeover 


France, in line with the wish- 
es of the game's world gov- 
erning body, Fvfa, will have no 
perimeter fencing at most of 
toe stadiums hosting the 1998 
World Cup finals. 

“We’re beading for eight out 
of 10 stadiums which will not 
have fencing, maybe nine out 
of 10,” Michel Platini, joint 
head of toe World Cup organ - 
iang committee, said yesJerday. 

The French sports minister, 
Marie-George Buffet, had an- 
nounced that the government 
was looking for solutions “to 
avoid disturbing toe viewof toe 
spectators”. She did not give a 
date for the lifting of the fcnc- 
ingai the venues, which include 
Marseilles, Tbulouse, Bordeaux 
and the new Stade de France 
and Parc des Princes in Paris. 

Nantes, however, are against 
removing fencing at their La 
Beaujoire stadium, while St Eti- 
enne have financial problems. 
Lyon, Montpellier and Lens 
want to use longer, horizontal 
baniers to stop pitch invasions. 

France have used England's 
staging of the 1996 European 
Championships as a model for 
thdr security plans. Stewards will 
use video surveillance on the 
crcnwJs in toe grounds, while po- 
lk* will be in charge outride. 


Mike McDonald, toe Sheffield 
United chairman, has been ap- 
proached to front a consortium 
which wants to lake control of 
Manchester Q’ty. 

McDonald, a City foo who 
used to stand on the Kippax ter- 
races, almost won control.of 
Maine Road four years ago. 

“I have been approached in 
toe last few days by people who 
believe they have enough 
shares to cany toe situation and 
are asking roe whether I'm st 31 
interested in fronting the bid,” 
McDonald said yesterday. 

“But at the moment I’m 
committed to Sheffield United 
and want to sec the job 
through, and that’s getting 
them into toe Premiership." 

McDonald almost took over 
City at a Christmas Eve board 
meeting nearly four years ago, 


which saw him just lose out 
when the late Peter Swales was 
willing to sell out. After Fran- 
cis Lee look control McDon- 
ald moved to Sheffield United. 

The approach to McDonald 
comes with City’s major share- 
holder, Stephen Boicr, report- 
ed to be willing to sell his 
interest in the club. If brewers 
Bass take control of Grecnalls 
- as is being suggested - then 
Grcenafls' shareholding at City 
would also come on the mar- 
ket, which makes City vulner- 
able to a takeover, as Lee and 
his supporters on toe board do 
not hove enough shares to 
block the move. 

McDonald also said that 
when City drew 1-1 at Bramall 
Lane a week ago, be and Lee 
tad discussions about the future 
at Maine Road. 


“I had a little talk with 
Franny a couple of weeks ago 
and be is obviously down in the 
mouth about it all and 1 un- 
derstand Stephen Boler is now 
wanting to develop his life in 
South Africa and may want out 
"The situation from where 
I'm looking from is that toe dub 
was worth around £12m when 
1 was fust involved. Now it’s 
about three Tunes that I would 
have been able to buy the club 
then for about £6m. The club 
is in no better position, in feet 
it’s worse because it was in toe 
Premiership, so from a club in 
a worse position it’s now cost- 
ing three times as much. 


“But ail this is hypothetical, 
I am a chairman of a pub lie com - 
PMy [Sheffield United pic], 
committed to this club's su c ces s 
and getting promotion, and un- 


til that alters I am not in a po- 
sition to even think about this 
U A lot ofwater has gone un- 
der the bridge since i was try- 
ing to buy into City. 1 am 
deeply committed to trying to 
achieve Premiership status for 
Sheffield United. But it is com- 
mon knowledge that I'm a 
Manchester man and a City fen, 
and it has been sad to see 
what has gone on- 

"I nearly won the day last jpV 
time, and the people who have • 

come in have not done what 
needed, to be done.- It needed 
looking at seriously.” 

Lee yesterday dismissed the 
possibility of another power 
struggle -at Maine Road. -j. 
had dinner with Stephen Bol- 
er recently but none of these 

points were rafeed-The stories 

are utter rubbish,” he said. 
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Return of Duberry may be answer to Chelsea’s injury problem 


Michael Duberry may return to 
the Chelsea side after tiro 
months out through injury for 
tonight’s match against Everton 
at Stamford Bridge. 

Duberry suffered an ankle in- 
jury following a tackle by Luis 
Boa Mone during Chelsea’s 
only home League defeat of the 
season so far. against Arsenal on 
21 September. 


With Eddie Newton and 
Jody Morris out injured, Ruud 
Gullit, toe Chelsea manager, 
may bring Duberry straight 
back into action. 

Graeme Lc Same has re- 
turned to training aftera month 
out with a dislocated elbow but 
is not yet wady to play, so Ce- 
Icsti&e Sahara Rj amid move 
into midfield from frill-back. 



■J 
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to cope with the aerial threat 
posed by Duncan Ferguson. 

Saturday’s l- 0 defeat at 
Blackburn was Chelsea’s fifth 

of thestesoninthc League and 

Gulhl knows his side is facing 

adffiato task gainst a botto^ 

placed Everton side who are 
Without an away win in toe 


Premiership for almost a year. 

The Chelsea striker Gian- 
franco Zola said: “The problem 
we fece now is that everybody 

wants to heat us. But we still feel 

we can win the League as long 
as toe players keep on improv- 
ing themselves. If we can oon- m 
tinue playing the way we have “ 
been playing, that is the key to 
getting the championship.” 
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Wales vow 
to respect 
Blacks’ haka 


Wiles have promised not to 
wreck New Zealand’s famous 
haka war dance when die coun- 
tries meet at Wembley Stadium 
an Saturday. 

The Welsh coach, Kevin 
Bowring, will consult the All 
Blacks management to try to 
avoid any repeat of England's 
Old Trafford antics last week- 
end. 

Rival hookers Richard 
Cockerill and Norm Hewitt 
became involved in an ugly 
confrontation as they stood 
toe to toe when New Zealand 
threw down their traditional 
challenge. “1 hope thaL both 
Learns will line up on the re- 
spective 10-metre lines while 
the haka is being performed," 
said Bawring, who yesterday an- 
nounced a side showing Eve 
changes from thaL which fin- 
ished the job and saw off Ton- 
ga 46-12 nine days ago. 

“We will respect the tradi- 
tion, and I hope to sort out the 
logistics of where everyone 
stands by speaking to New 
Zealand’s management team 
beforehand.” 

The Welsh players do not in- 
tend copying Cockerill. whose 
defiant attitude delighted a 
55,000 capacity Manchester 
crowd, but angered the All 
Blacks coach, John Hart, who 
slammed England as “disre- 
spectful". 

Wales will have enough on 
their plate without resorting to 
CockeriB-style histrionics. They 
have not beaten New Zealand 
for 43 years, suffering 13 suc- 
cessive defeats while conceding 
an average of 27 points a time, 
and suffered back-to-back 50^ 
point defeats in New Zealand 
in 1988. 

RUGBY LEAGUE . 


Little wonder then that 
Bowring has preferred experi- 
ence, recalling centre Allan 
Bateman, scrum-half Robert 
Hawley, prop David Young 
and lock Gareth Llewellyn who 
all failed to make the starting 
line-up against Tonga. 

And, as expected. Bowring 
has chosen the fil-again Pon- 
typridd full-back Kevin 
Morgan, wbose “home" in- 
ternational debut comes at the 
expense of his club colleague 
Gareth Wyatt. 

The six lions on parade con- 
firm a virtual full-strength 
Welsh outfit, although 
Bowring's decision to overlook 
proven Test match performers 
leuan Evans and Scott Quin ne 11 
could yet return to haunt him . 

Bowring admitted that he 
was looking for a big effort 
from Harlequins lock Llewellyn, 
Wiles’ most capped forward 
making his 60th appearance as , 
Moseley’s Steve Moore recov- | 
ers from an untimely injury j 
setback. 

Despite moving into exile 
while work continues on the 
£120m mille nnium stadium in 
Cardiff, Wales’ Wembley mis- 
sion has captured public imag- 
ination. Some 75.000 tickets 
have been snapped up, de- 
lighting the Welsh Rugby 
Union and Wembley organis- 
ers as once again the All 
Blacks have proved a massive 
draw. 

WALES TEAM (v Nm Zealand at Wem- 
bley Stadium oa Saturday): K Morgan 
{Pontypridd); G Tho mas (BrtdQondf A 

N WMkar |d£tS)^J«*ti» (RwtypridS 
R How lay (Cantn); C Loader (Swanson 
BWHSama (Rfchnxxid), D Ybung (Canifft 
GUewvByn{HariaquiwtMVoyto(Uanev) 

R Appfaynrd (Swansea! G Jones (CantH 
capon), N Thomas (Bon! Replacements: 

L Davies (Gareffl). A Thomas (Swansea! 

P John /Pontypridd! S Williams fpaniflj. 

S John (Gamin), J Humphreys (CartSft). 
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Oakland quarterback Jeff George is sacked by Alfred Williams (No 91), the Denver Broncos defensive end, in the third 
quarter of Denver’s 31-3 victory over the Raiders on Monday night Photograph: Bob Burdick/ Reuter 


Frustrated Molloy fails, to find freedom 


The Great Britain forward 
Steve Molloy has failed in his 
second attempt to have himself 
declared a free agent. 

A Rugby League tribunal 
has ruled that Featherstone 
Rovers' delays in paying 
Molloy, whose four caps indude 
two substitute appearances on 
last year’s tour, are not serious 
enough to constitute a breach 
of contract 

That means Lhat Molloy 
remains registered with the 
First Division club, whereas 
free agent status would have 
allowed him to negotiate a 
contract with a Super League 
team, several of whom have 
shown interest in him. 

In a similar case York have 
been told that they must pay 
their forward Craig Wright 


what he is owed by the end of 
the week if he is not to become 
a free agent- 

The new Oldham club, 
which has lost all the players 
from the now defunct Oldham 
Bears to free agency, will an- 
nounce where it will play and 
what it will be called at a pub- 
lic meeting in the town tonight 

The club has been negoti- 
ating with both Rochdale and 
Oldham football dubs about us- 
ing their grounds, and there is 
local pressure for the reclaim- 
ing of the traditional nick- 
name, the Roughyeds. One 
certainty is that Lbe Bears title 
wiU not be readopted. 

Recruitment for the new 
club has started from scratch, 
with two Oldham-born players, 
the Rochdale balf-back Neil 


SPORTING DIGEST 


BOXING 



Bruno aims to. be promoter 


Frank Bruno has the name, 
cash and appetite for hard 
work to become a success as a 
promoter and trainer, says 
George Francis, his close friend, 
and former trainer. 

The British Boxing Board of 
Control have been forwarded 
Bruno’s application forms via 
his lawyers and the Southern 
Area Council will arrange a 
meeting with the former. Warld 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
champion when they are re- 
turned. _ 

... . phands said: “Tbe first thin g 
is that Frank is a workaholic, 
thk is why I think he would do 


welL He has always been first 
in the gym and last out, a very 
keen guy and he misses boxing 
and 1 think this will be idea] for 
him . 

“He’s got good connections 
with Frank Warren and it will 
be interesting to see how good 
his fighters will do. 

John Morris, the Board sec- 
retary, said: “Frank has shown 
an interest in promoting, he’s 
spoken to the Southern Area 
secretary, Robert Smith, and 
has mentioned it to me. Natu- 
rally, if he wants to stay in box- 
ing that way, we'll give him 
every support.” 


TENNIS 

Drive for more British players 




The Lawn Tfennis Association is 
to launch the biggest-ever pro- 
motion of the sport in Britain 

with a week of initiatives from 

■23 to 30 May at a cost of ap- 
proximately £lm- 

John -Crowtlier, the LTA 
chief' ese&itive, unveiled the- 
plans in London yesterday with 

the help of Britain's top two 
players* Greg Rusedski and 
- Hm Henman. 

. jTfce focus of the LTA drive 

» iy to attract more players, par - 
tiailarty djfldren from six up- 
■ ■ wards, into the sport with a 


week of free access for players 
of all ages and abilities. 

. TTie promotion will involve 
private dubs, local authority 
courts and commercial tennis 
centres with coaches giving 
their, services free of charge. 

Crowther said: “At the mo- 
ment there are liS million peo- 
ple playing tennis regularly in 
Britain and we are hoping to 
push that up to 7..?.5mifli0P as 
soon as possible. If during the 
next five yemw can push that 

figure op beyond 25 million we 

wifl consider it a great success.” 


Flanagan and the Wurington 
hooker John Hough, both in 
negotiation. 

Wigan have completed the 
signing of the Hunter Mariners 
hooker and captain, Robbie 
McCormack, on a one-season 
contract McCormack was out- 
standing in the Mariners’ 
progress to the World Gub 
Championship final this year. 

Hull have lined up another 
Mariner - Craig Kimraorley, 
brother of the Australian 
tourist Brett London have 
confirmed the signing of the 
New Zealand prop, Grant 
Young, as a replacement for 
Tbny Mestrov, who will pack 
down alongside McCormack at 
Wigan. 

- Dave Hadfidd 


American football 
Terrel Daub scored a careeFhigh three 
rushing touchdowns and John Sway 
threw tar 280 yards as the Denver 
Broncos’ beat the Oakland Raiders 
SI-3 on Monday. The Broncos 
avenged a 28-25 loss to Oakland last 
month and gave their coach Mto Sha- 
nahan hb fifth win fri six meetings with 
his former team. Denver have scored 
at least 30 points h their last six home 
games, one behind the San Dtego 
Chargers’ 36-year-oW record 

NFL: Denver 31 Oakland a 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
WESTERN DIVISION 

Denver TO 2 0 355 W 

Karens City a 3 0 247 203 

Seattle £ 6 0 284 277 

Oakland 4 8 0 306 2B5 

Ski Diego 4 "8 0 225 306 

Basketball 

MBA: Tbrarto 90 Portend 9U Ortarido 85 
WesNngton 8* Utah t» hfemuota 124 (b$. 

Cricket 

Pakistan have recaled Wsqar'Vbunis 
for the second tost against the West 
IncfesthBtbegpnshRawBlphdonSat- 
unlay. Vltaqar, who has 231 wickets In 
46 Tests, was left out of the side that 
beat the viators byan innings and 19 
runs in the opentag Ttetteat week, 
PAKISTAN tv WwHm*e«. MC«ir 
fie wNpinm. Nrnfr Wi*i ftlrwim 

Mushtat^Ah Naqvt 

swassassswasss 

ACB CftaSrmento 50 251 tar 7 (M E Husw 
62. T M Moody 58no; 50 owns). Sou* 
Africa won by SI nme. 


SNOOKER 

Cash advance 
for Greene 

Gerard Greene beat his fellow 
giant-killer Gary Pouting in 
Preston yesterday to record 
the most lucrative victory of his 
career. 

The 24-year-old from Kent 
defeated his Bristol-based op- 
ponent £-6 to reach the quarter- 
finals of the Liverpool Victoria 
UK Championship. Greene's 
fourth victory of the competition 
guarantees him £10,800, easily 
the best pay cheque of bis career. 

“My previous best was 
£7,800 for reaching the final 
qualifying round of the World 
Championship a few years a go,” 
Greene. “The money's nice but 
at this stage in my career I'm 
more interested in the points to 
help me climb the rankings.” 


Canada have withdrawn from Febru- 
aryfe CONCACAF Gold Cup and wi 
be replaced by Wbrtd Cup quaKtere 
Jamaica. Canada said they were of- 
taring their place In CONCACAFTs 10- 
team txenriaJ championship to be 
played In February In the Untied 

Ol l.». K «*> lAmolM V. AidAV «a amM 


BASKETBALL 


Danish danger for England 


England open their European 
Championship campaign in 
ftedricksbeig against Denmark 
tonight after just two training 
sessions, a scrimmage against 
Germany on Monday and with 
their coach, Laszlo Nemeth, 
able to promise only “we will do 
everything humanly possible to 
get a result”. 

Nemeth’s squad lost 97-74 
against the powerful Germans in 
a game staged NBA-style over 
48 minutes a nd four quarters, to 
maximise a rare chance for Eng- 
land's men to play together. 

The 11 squad members 
played virtually equal minutes, 
but Nemeth must cut one for the 
Denmark game, whose domes- 
tic programme, like England 's, 
has been affected by the 
Bosnan aftermath. 


Ice hockey 

NHL: Ptfabudi G Buffalo 1;Mc 
Jose 2 (d); Dotes 5 Anaheim 


; Montreal 2 San 
aan Q 


States to Jamaica n order to assist 
them in their critical preparation pro- 
gram* and to demonstrate \xr friend- 
ship with the Jamaican Football 


Marta Ranch International midfetder 
Marcel DosaBy wrote off his Ferrari 
in a crash on Monday night but es- 
caped iiiinjwd. Tho accident hap- 
pened on the same road on which hb 
Man and Ranee team-mate Ibrahim 
Ba wrote off hb Mercedes last morth. 
Ba was also irtut 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION FM 
ifivteton: Char Son 2 Ipswich 2: Crystal 

Ptmrcmz 

MONDATS LATE RESULTS: FA Cwfln 
Fta w terahfo : Tottenham 0 Crystal Palace ■ 

~ ‘ 

221toR60) Candvfion CL (Stswiaai Bor- 
oughtmiyto Cambrfdsja UM or PGmouth 
ArmteL Hymn League Plantar DMsknu 
Daoartwn & Redbridge 8 Hwtaridge Swffts 


ArpyteL Hymen League Prater DM 
Daoanlwn £ Recbridoa 8 Heybridge Swffte 
ZtMbondLnguaPraaldanrii&p test 
■wind: Ashton Utd 2 Wbrioop 1 Amott In- 
surance Noriham Locate Cup 
laend: RTM Newnaalla 7 TWariM 

PrwnlarOMsI 

v Maftahom. TbeTlmaa 
n. >UU m. Hnt round: BriQhinn and 
How Atfon 1W»hg a Second round: Hak 
a^OMdtaabnugittaMMLaaguana- 
nlK DMNtoK Mancftntar lltd 5 Preatixi 2: 
Darby 3 Nurtrflhain Foraffl ifmDMsIok 
S roartand 3 LefcasarQ. Second DMaian: 
Bonfey 1 Oackpoal t tana bnuAnca 
OonM na don Rial DMMon: Aiwonal 4 Lu- 

ton i: Swfridon 1 Mnol 1 SpuMi Longue 
Eapanyd 1 Sportno GJorrl 


Rallying 

NETWORK Q RAC RALLY. Slags 19 
Gwyimo, OMImQ: 1 R Bums (GT 
siitoil Caricma 7rr*i 34toc; 2- C 
taP) Ford Escort J KonkJaman (Fh 
Escort +6 bbc; 4 C McRnnfQB) Sttoru bn- 
pnsza+l7r3MGiwiioim(Fr>)TbyotaCorel- 
t +«: 6 p Ua«w Subanilnmrai +2ft 
7= TUattwn (Rn) MHsubisN Lancat H 
Rovanpera (Fin) Seat bba +30; 9 A McRae 
ggWtawoan Golf +31;10- RHaed **" 


Seven of Nemeth’s squad 
have returned from Continen- 
tal clubs, while the three lead- 
ing Danes also play abroad; 
Mikkel Larssen in Greece, 
Joachim Jericho in Italy and 
Lars Nilssen in Germany. 

Larssen is a dub mate at Tri- 
er of England’s new cap, the 
London-born Silas Gieung who 
impressed Nemeth on his debut 
against Germany in DusseldorL 
“He’s definitely an asset' to 
the team,” said Nemeth of the 
6ft 3 in guard who went straight 
from bis American college to 
the Bundesligp. 

But the key for England will 
centre on bow 6ft 10m John 
Amaechi, who may join the 
Sheffield Sharks, 6ft llin Neville 
Austin and the 7ft lin Ian Whyte 
handle Nilssen and Larssen. 


wa arrive at Salford from Austrafa on 
Friday. 

Rugby Union 

MICKY STEHJ3-BOOGBTS XV (V Caro- 
bridge University, today): M ContaUxni 
Mraanttw Undortn A Jonre. T WNtford, 
S Cottrell (caps) (u Rfctvnond), T Conte- 
toml (AigoiiKnn Undar-21), P Howard (AliS- 
trafa), A Phdiot (Aroerrtw), D Bernes 
(Newcastle), S Lotu-fmeJFS]. R Hardarick 
(Coventry and EnQlandLlI Hnasy fVfaapc), 



Lancer + 

C McRae Bmki 2Ssec; 2 &jma +3; 3 Sahz 
+n 4 Grartwfm +«; 5 KanMoaun +H; B 


as 


flaec; 2 Saint +40; 4 Kteifckmen +48; 4 
GrortHfirj 56: 5 MckSnan 4-Urin (Msec: 6 
Haiti at +1:18: 7 De MavtB 8- 

-QB) Nssan Almem 

RtMonpara +202 




Sane 22. (Bogota. 225mSea): i C 
Mctfea 26mln 2Ssec; 2 Burra +18: 3 
KanMwnen +27;4<ao*oliTr+37JSMe»- 
nen +46:8 Liafti +54; 7 Sans +mn 27bec; 
8 VUanan +133; • Hggins +i01: 10 A 
McRaa +2ML Stage &(R 




Drugs-in sport 
Two East German physicians tew 
been charged wttn administering 
anabolte steroids to young swim- 
mers. Bemd Ftansold and Dieter 
Bfcus are charged with giving tea 
steroids either pwsoraKy or through 
athW party to « undwaraterata 
swtmmere between 1375 and 198a 

Football 

Nmol, bottom of SBrto A hae rtanwl 

Glovairt Qateore aathBirthid coacn 
trts season. CartoMazzma rested 

on Monday with tepoi having 

four league »n»s since he replaced 
BortctoMurt an 10 Odotw 


Golf 

FWAL1997 WORLD RANKINGS: 1 G rtar- 
— • “■« ' TlS0}2TVtocds (USJ 1076; 3 
9fiS; 4 N Price 
885; SC Mar 

838MOMeam 
822; 10 T Lehman 
BBBCtZSHoch 
678: 14 B Feuc- 
(Eng) 845: 16 V 
ECdrnkm (Aua) 640; 
506; 19 JPamevft (3 
547. Selected: 

iwbosnam 
(Ebgj43535DI 

(N H)3fi& 42 J M Qbzabal (Sp)34a 4S 
P-U Johmoam (Svws) 3J3. SOORocca (It) 
288 72 T ^cm jDwil 2JB.77 P Hanlra- 
ton (W) 208 82 1 Otsirfek) (Spl 104MMAn- 
grt fSpJW. 91 M James (Eho) 177. 
07 R PtlBSMincO) 183, 


8 HokMKeye +53;9 VUanan + win OTaec; 
10 Rovwbmis +1:EL Stage 24 (Arooed. 
5jBinBM^iCMcRn 5n*i 40aac2Kra 
+2;3Kanldiuwn+4;4SBinz+$BNUd- 
ran +7i BGrartiotori +B; 7 LUfl +«; Blfeta- 
ran +22; g+toiovKzyc + 2 B; 10 RDwnpem. 

. +38 Stage 2S (Margsm, 183 mfleek 1 C 
McRaa iSnirt S4sec; 2 Save +1 : 3 Bums 
+5; 4 Karfdamn +8: 5 iMdnen +2i; 8 
GrcrtiUtn +24; 7 Liatti +25: 8 Vtatanan +57; 

9 A McRae +1min 34eec; 10 Rompere 
+1M4 Rna! atandkioK 1 C McRae 3tr 
54mln 31 sec; 2 Kartdcuran. 3:57:16; 3 
Saire 3382*; 4 Burra 3SB3K 5 Gmnholm 
«0(M3; 8 MaMrwn 4S0\ 31: 7 LMti 4.-03.-T1 ; 
a VMamn 4m SB; BA McRae 4:1427; 10 
Fta*npem4:17SK 






02; 3 C Sate (Sp) Ford 
i) Fort 29; 5 K Erto- 
SPLWtl (It) Subenr 
21; 8 A 


24) 7 

Sctmrx (Gar) Ford %: 9 F Lobe (Ban liy- 
ota 8; IQ G Panted (Ft) Peugeot 8 Mem*- 
ta c t i aa n r «tt ndhiga:l SdamW; 2 Fort 
91; 3 UteubisN 88 


Rugby League 
Salford Reds have slyied foe Aus- 
tnaEan scnjm-haH Josh White from 
London Broncos for free; White 2* 
has been granted a wark permit and 


P Scrtvaner (IMupepli White 

Oriel are to buH a liOOGeeal stand 
at their Edge Htal Road yotnd at a 
cost of B4COOOQ. ThBir chakmai Ron 
Pimblett said: This project shows our 
confidence In the future for Orrefl as 
a major force In rugby. ' 

Shooting 

CtvisHectorkgoldinthemertainri- 
vidual air rifle helped taka Engiwid to 
tfw top of the medals table on yes- 
terdays fifth day of the Common- 
.wealth Shooting Federation 
Championship In Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Hector scored 6859 to pip 
South AfrfcaS HeMdi Sauer Into sec- 
ond place by 12 points. Janst How- 
den took stiver in the women* 
Indhfttaal smal-bore apart rifle prone 
went on a comtback with Austrafeta 
Kfcn Frazer as both finished on 584. 

. England now haya four golds and IS 
medals ovBral. 

Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA UK CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (Preston): Fourth rend: G 
aeane (Ena) btG Porting (Eng) B-8 

Squash 
QATAR INTERNATIONAL CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Data) Second round: Janshar 
- tdan (Pbk) bt P Johnson (Ena) 15-8 15-7 
ts-7; a RwSng (pan) bt C Rewiand Mis) 
15- V 17-16 Q-« 15-2; J Power (Can) bt A 
Gough (WM) «-12 7S-7 IS-BiASha- 

bara E») btD Jareon ’&8JM-17 

‘MBftJBnt 
10-1517-1615-127 

T Garner (End «■' 

bt M Haste (Sco) 16-11 IS® S-3: R 
(Alb) bt B HaddreB (Aua) 16-10 B-6 

6AVCOR WOMENS FMMSH OPEN 
CHAICWWNWQndtDMFMSFtarar 
(Eng) tt V Atianeon piled) 94 9-1 9-1 

Tennis 

F1NAL10S7 ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P 
Snmpras (US) 4t547p(s; 2 P Rafter (Aub) 


SAILING 


Cayard ‘pushed 
crew too hard’ 


Silk Cut and EF 

Language were the 
latest Whitbread Round 
the World yachts to 
reach Australia 
yesterday, bringing with 
them frightening tales of 
racing In the Southern 
Ocean. Stuart Alexander 
reports from Fremantle. 

Lawrie Smith’s British boat. Silk 
Cut, crossed the line in fourth 
place oa a gloriously sunny 
morning here yesterday. It had 
taken 16 days and fifteen hours 
to cover the 4,600 miles from 
Cape Tbwn. Five hours later a 
chastened Paul Cayard, skip- 
pering Sweden’s EF Language 
on his first Whitbread cam- 
paign, sailed in take second 
place overall 

There had been some hairy 
moments for both skippers, 
not least for Smith, now third 
overall, who combined a world 
record run of 449^6 miles in 24 
hours with an attempt by a 
malevolent wave not only to rip 
out the port side guard rails 'and 
s tanchio ns, but also to consign 
to the deep the stack of sails tkd 
to them. 

The recovery, with the boat 
still steaming along at over 20 
knots had required a super- 
human effort. “It’s amazing 
how 12 frightened men can lift 
a lot of weight," a crewman, 
Craig Natter, said. 

The same happened to Ca- 
yard - the cool man from Cal- 
ifornia - with the additional 
fright of having the bowman 
Curtis Blewitt 60 feet up the vi- 
olently shaking mast A sore 
and shaken Blewitt needed 

GOLF 


seven hours to recover from his 

ordeal 

With another crewman. Josh 
Belsky, also injured, both spin- 
naker poles broken, and the 
crew on their knees ^ with fatigue. 

Cayaid took tbe decision to slow 

down, allow people to have a 
sleep, and then start again. 

“I pushed the guys too hard 
and I accept full responsibili- 
ty. Tired people make errors,” 
Cayaid said. “We broke loo 
much stuff. Raring in the 
Southern Ocean is not the 
time to sail the boat as if we 
were in Christchurch Bay." 

At the same time he was 
running out of helmsmen. 
FGmo Worthington was in dan- 
ger of frostbite in his fingers 
and then found it difficult to 
steer wearing heavy gloves and 
being unable to grip the wheel 
“It got to the point where peo- 
ple had stopped operating,” an- 
other crewman, Mark 
Christensen, said. 

Smith's experience of the 
Southern Ocean paid off. 
Breakages were minimal, 
downtime was minimal and he 
punished every one of CayanTs 
mistakes with bigger mileages. 

Knut Frostad’s Innovation 
Kvaerner holds the overall lead 
with 207 points from Cayard 
(197) and Smith (168). With 10 
po ints a place on offer for 
every place gained on the next 
leg to Sydney, the competition 
will be very tight. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 

G Xnmtz 6 days 03hr 45mn 03rec; 2 Imo- 
vatai Kreomsr (Nor) K Frosted &22022S: 
3 Ibsfrba (US) P StanAridgs V£0527:t2: 4 
SkCm(03) LSrrtthEiTsSstffrSEFLarv 
gjaga i jSwo)P Canard 16204)7:25 SMtofln- 


to g« 7 MarH Cup (Monaco) G Dalton 407; 8 
B= tducaCon (8we> C Qufcu 527; 0 Brunei 
Suomy (MAM H Bouachote 644 PruvWonN 
OMraflaanctogK 1 hnowtion Kumar 207; 
2 EF LanaiaQa U7; 3 Sfc Cut E8: 4 Swadsft 
Match Wl; 5 Toshtoa 257. 


School spoilt by rain in Spain 


Officials have reduced the PGA 
European Tbur Qualifying 
School tournament, normalfy 
played over six rounds, to only 
72 holes because of continuing 
bad weather at the San Roque 
and Guadalmina courses on the 
Costa del Sol in Spain. 

The tournament director, 
Andy McFee, had earlier ex- 
tended the programme into a 
seventh day and then reduced 
it to five rounds to cope with tbe 
almost daily deluge that even- 
tually saturated both venues, 
but^sterday was forced to con- 
cede defeat to the rain. 

There were 37 players still 
out on the Guadalmina course 
when play was abandoned and 
probably only 30 of them will 
resume their rounds today. 

Four players are leading the 
truncated event on eight under 
par - Dutchmen Chris Van der 
Velde and Robert- Jan Derksen, 
Sweden’s Fredrick Henge and 
Luton-born PhD Golding. 


taws) 2049; 5 V KbMArm (n^2jS80: 
6 Q Rusadakl (GB) 2#T7; 7 C Moya (Sp) 
2508; B S Bruquera (Sp) 2,387; 9 T 
talar (AuO 2353: 10 M Ffea (CMo) 2317; 


The pecking order in the 
cards is derided on the best last 
round or third round if necessary, 
which means that Vfan der 
Velde's closing 69 at San Roque 
earned him the No 1 card. 
Henge (66 and 71) was placed 
second ahead of Derksen (67 
and 71) and Golding (70 and 71). 

Golding finished 10th at 
last year's Tbur School and. 
failed to make enough money 
on this year’s European Tour to 
keep his player’s card. 

New Zealand's Michael 
Campbell, joint third in the 
1995 Open, got the No 5 card 
on 282 and Aberdeen’s David 
Thomson, who finished with a 
68 at San Roque, was placed 
sixth. 

There was disappointment 
for Paul Way, a former Ryder 
Cup player, and Gordon Sher- 
ry, who were denied the chance 
of producing final-round 
charges up tbe rankings. They 
both finished at three-over 291. 

TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Q Kuerten (Bra) 2215; 15 G tantoeulc 
(Croa) 2J78; 16 F Manila (So) 2310: 17 T 
Hanmen (GB) 1929; 18 M PMppownJs 
jtaigjWDftfgA Coats (Sp) 1778: 20 C 

FINAL 1997 WTA TOUR RANKINGS: 1 
M Ungb (Svrtt) 6264pte; 2 J Novotna (Cz 
Rep) 3753; 3 L Darerport (US) 36BF - A 4 
(8A) 3360: 5 Ml Sates (US) 

ii ._(C‘«i)2®45:7MPiaroe(N) 

8 I (Horn) 2S77; 9 A Sanchaz Vlo- 

Mfc 2381 : 10 M J Ftmandaz (US) 204; 
1 1 NltiieW IP) 2003; 12 C Martinez (Sp) 
«as; 13 s Wud (Ff) w : 14 a hSXt 

1829; 15B“ ■*"* 

IBS 


um 

19 R 

ma (Japan) 

TODAY’S FIXT URES 

Football 

7 AS unless sOrfad 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE 
GROUP B 

F+yanoord v Juvantua 

GROUP C 

Bwakw v Naw oao tta Utd 

GROUP E 

BotedMi v Baywm Mwlch 

IFK OaOwnbuig v Porte St-G»rmaht__ 
GROUP F 

Monaco v Sportlag LWton 

Lloreo v Boyar LavartaiMn 

fiA CARLING PHEMERSHIP 

Cholra a v Erertpn 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FRIST DIVISION 

MMdta ab cougti v Notttegl w ni Foroal „ 
THIRD DIVISION 

Onrefwftmiinn 

EA CliP nRSTROIMD REPLAY 

SoHwfl Borough v Daifingloa (7J10) _ 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

SPALDING CHALLENGE CUP 

SECOND ROUND 

FteTfeOrough v Haratniri . 

SafctKT’JO unlast namd 
FACARLS8ERG VASESacond rouid+o- ' 
PtaT* Janoa v MosNay (7ASJ; Bteuham 
item v Chestepfc-Stnwt 
UNBOND LEACfoE Piwhtanr» Cup tint 
Rxate: Boston Lndv Bradford P&rttAanuK 
Ramey CatbcvGuteetoy: 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Hrat 
DMifaRjffl Hetera v Buracough. 
VWN9T0NLEAD KBNTT LEAGUE FM Dl- 
vWo« Shoppey » Corrtertnry. 


The number of points 
chopped in the entke tour- 
nament by Yorkshire- 
based squash player 
Suzanne Horner, who 
yesterday won the Finnish 
Open in Mfcke&n, beating 
Vanessa Atkinson of the 
Netherlands 9-4, 9-1, 9-1 


SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier D*- 
vialoa: Chord v Bnetol Manor FOrm; Chlp- 
ponham V Odd Down. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAG U E FM DMalon: Penrith v SMng. 
ham Synthonfi; ShBdan v OutaDonjugh. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pramlar DL 
vtelon: WtxxflaidgB v Soham (745). 
PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMsiort: 
Bteckbum v Leeds (TD); Danmere » Bhn- 
tnqtain (7>X Find DMetan; BoKai » Port 
Uab (70) (VLafoh RMn; HuddersfieW v Rterv- 
cheatarOtyjmv Tlfid DMekm: Coriate 
y Bradford CBy (OT (m Qmtnaf; SheffleU 
Utd v Wrexham psj (at DonUaBey Sta&- 


urn); Stockport w Lincoln Ctty pIS (at 
Hyeta UidhVblrkv Rdhertwn (7* lliiSl 
mtotK DoncMtervWtabal pfi. League 
C»^j Group Four: ChoatertekttfWtaan (TEL 
Group Sfae Blackpool vScartxmjgh rnx 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION FM 
DMskxr Rj rtam u uth vVWnbtedor 
tenhaun v Oxford Utd (at Layton Often). 
THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Second 
round: Shrewsbury Town v Stolen City 
jTj^Ruahdan & Dlamonde v Chariton 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHES: Mend A v Canada (730 

(Wfiswnrta, aaMasO; Leeds v Ibnga (730. 


Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: Ayr v Sheffield (73q 
Other sports 

SNOOKER: LK Champtonshfo (PreEton^ 
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The Subaru of Col in McRae and co-driver Nicky Grist provide a photographic opportunity on the Argoed stage in Wales yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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ACROSS 
Kipling's accounts set out 
with precision (4,2,7) 24 

Fbtile advice to the prodi- 25 


Gown opposed 


to circus 

opening(5) 

Tltie globe in orbit (7) 

, doctor in a lot of 


11 


12 


gal (7) 

One following plough- 
man’s course? (7) 


trouble with lottery (7) 
fashion 


26 Ladies put it in fashion to 


The Vortex traditionally 
ground a 


say banal things (13) 


13 


18 


19 


20 


includes a background ac- 2 
tor (5) 

Classified with respect to 
constitution (3,6) 

Husband a little bent? (5) 
“X-ray" seen over the 
door (9) 

Bleak, bare outcrop that 
can be cracked (9) 

Young bird in grass that 
surrounds centre of Hull 

(5) . , , 

Material used in a pas- 
of a Forster novel? 

re: 


DOl 

like Wilde's foxes, not fit 
for courses? (9J 
Letter in the fonn of an 
article on volunteers (5) 
Attack advanced position 

Elope then, naughtily, 
with ring? (9) 
Competitors on the fells 
who never win outright? 
(7-2) 

Tenor leaves book in Sur- 
rey suburb (5) 

Sub-editor here, taking 
break in Scotland (5j 


9 Napier’s one cinerama 
hit, it turns out (13) 

15 Severely criticise what 
dismantler has Lo do (4.5) 

16 Three-quarters of bacteri- 


ology turns out to be bug- 

gy (?) 


17 Rash outbreaks? (9) 

21 Live here and gel along 
nicely without oxygen (5) 

22 Wrongfully issued cheque, 
child having swallowed 
note (5) 

23 People never out of puff? 
(5) 


McRae’s honourable victory 
upstaged by Makinen’s title 


Despite Colin McRae's 
best efforts, which 
brought him victory in 
the Network Q RAC 
Rally which finished 
yesterday, the world 
championship still eluded 
him, Derick ABsop reports 
from Cheltenham. 


I CPobiiiired by Newspaper pubtohtog PLC. 1 Canada Square, Caasiy Wbarf. London EM 5DL. ani primed Jl Minor Colour Print. Si 
| Albans R 0 *d.Wuf«d Baefc issues avaitabk tom Histone Newpapcw.O]«»wmTD. 
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Colin McRae coaxed his Sub- 
aru through the chequered 
door to receive the acclaim of 
the spectators, yet even as he 
celebrated his third consecutive 
victory on the Network Q RAC 
Rally, the ultimate triumph 
was being denied him. 

Back there in the darkness 
of the racecourse, almost un- 
noticed, Tomrai Malone n was 
competing his three-day busi- 
ness trip and securing the sixth 
place he required to retain the 
world championship. 

Both men had achieved their 
objectives in the final round of 
the season, but the Finn’s one 
poini here proved decisive. It 
was the closest finish in the 
championship for 18 years. 

McRae said: Tm delighted 
to have won the rally again and 
I had fantastic support all the way 
through. But 1 have admit I’m a 
wee bit disappointed because 
we've lost the championship. We 
did all we could but Tbtruni did 
what he had to do. We may have 
won five rallies to his four, but 
he’s got the championship and 
that’s the way it goes. 

“It was always going Co be a 
long shot for us, but 1 said that 
if we couldn’t win the champi- 


onship I wanted us to in our 
borne rally and we’ve done that." 

Makinen had to struggle 
with a bout of flu as well as the 
steering wheel of his Mitsubishi 
and the effort was etched in his 
face. He said: “It has been a 
most difficult rally for me and 
it’s incredible H has finished like 
this. We had transmission prob- 
lems at one point and 1 thought 
we might lose the champi- 
onship. All the way through I 
have had this flu and it’s lucky 
for me I needed only one point 
because otherwise it could have 
been very difficult.” 

McRae and his co-driver, 
Nicky Grist, were already look- 
ing ahead to next year. “We're 
strong and should have a very 
good chance of the champi- 
onship," the driver said. His 
more expressive navigator said: 
“We are going from strength to 
strength as a pair. Congratula- 
tions to Tbmmi on winning the 
championship this year, but 
we’re out to kick your arse next 
year - and everyone else’s." 

The reception here was 
equally generous for Richard 
Burns, the joint overnight 
leader whose misfortune yes- 
terday relegated him to fourth, 
behind the Ford pair, Juha 
Kankunnen and Carlos Saint. 

The rally itself was effectively 
decided on the day’s fateful 
thud stage. Burns, having tak- 
en a 17-second lead on the 
opening test and held a 14-sec- 
ond advantage following the 
second, lost 4mm 4Ssec chang- 
ing a wheel after tearing the tyre. 

McRae was more than two 
minutes in the dear and able to 
drive within himself for the re- 


maining stages. Equally com- 
fortable, however, was Makinen 
in sixth place. He also had the 
insurance of Bures, his team- 
mate, who could have been in- 
structed to foil back if 


necessary. 

Burns' intention had been to 
hand Makinen the title by reg- 
istering his maiden world cham- 
pionship rally victory. The 
Englishman said: “I'm ab- 
solutely gutted ifsafl over. I was 
flying through the stage and 
then suddenly hit a rocky sec- 
tion and punctured." 

The sense of deflation was 
contagious. McRae said: “Tm 
both relieved and disappoint- 
ed. It would have been a great 
battle if it had continued. There 
was nothing 1 could do about 
TcurunL Like me, he just cruised 
to the finish.” 

This air of anticlimax en- 
veloped the dosing proceed- 
ings, even If McRae and 
company put on an appropri- 
ate show of jubilation for the 
gallery at the finish. McRae’s 
younger brother, AJ ester, com- 
pleted a family double by win- 
ning the Formula 2 section in 
his Volkswagen Golf. 

One pair who did nut make 
it to the racecourse ceremony 
were some Japanese competitors 
who apparently pulled out in de- 
spair on bearing of the collapse 
of the stockbrokers, YamaichL 

The organisers were re- 
lieved to learn that none of the 
injuries sustained by competi- 
tors including John Leclde and 
Graham Lewis as well as a spec- 
tator on the previous day 
proved life-threatening. 

Results, Digest, page 31 
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Gross 



with a new 


work ethic at 
Tottenham 


Tbttenham’s piayere were yes- 
terday getting used to life un- 
der a strict new regime as 
Christian Gross took charge of 
his first training session. 

Gross watched from the 
stands as Spurs were beaten 1-0 
by Crystal Palace on Monday 
night to leave them just a point 
off the foot of the Premiership 
table. His No 2, Chris Hughton, 
was in charge of team affairs 
and spoke in the absence of the 
new coach of the frustration at 
the loss at White Hart Lane, a 
fourth successive defeat. 

Yesterday, however. Gross 
took total control and, echoing 
hfa disap pointment at the defeat, 
o utline d hfc tough new ideas and 
made it dear he will do it his 
way . His effect has already been 
felt as Spurs players trained yes- 
terday, the morning after a 
ffime, on a traditional day oft 

And there is more to come. 
After travelling to Everton-on 
Friday afternoon they may train 
on Saturday morning before the 
game at Goodison and then 
again the day after. 

Players whl stay away from 
home even for home games and 
possibly train twice a day. Add 
that to the eight first-team play- 
ers turning out for the reserves 
at Oxford today and you have 
some idea of the sweeping 
changes already made. 

It remains to be seea if they 
produce results, but Gross said: 
“The players are receptive. It 
makes sense and theywant to im- 
prove. I had a good feeling this 
morning working with the play- 
ers. I have to convince them 
about my methods and my ideas. 

“I am not going to change 
everything in one week I am only 
going to introduce things that I 
am convinced are better and 
make sense, like training this 
morning. The players fell better 
after training than they did be- 
fore.” 

The hard work he demands 
of his players for the good of the 
team has made some question 
the future of such players as 
David Ginota. But Gross isafen 
of the Frenchman from Gino- 
la’s time at foris St-Gennain 
and expects a lot from the for- 
mer Newcastle player, whatev- 
er role he has. 

"It’s too early to have a dis- 


cussion about bis final position. 

I know him from PSG. He can 
{day on both sides. Houses both' 
feet,” said Gross. - ' ■ 

“It’s important that he is go- 
ing to work for the team and 
bring bis good attitude and he . 
also has to score. I am - do- - 
manding the midfield players to. 
get into the box otherwise we 
are not going to score. 

“He has to prove himself at 
Tbttcnbam, not only for himself 
but also to get into the nation- 
al team in France. 2 think he is 
hungry enough to go to the 
World Cup. He can prove to 
Aim6 Jacquet he is ready." 

Gross has a similarly high 
opinion of Darren Andertoh 
and believes he can make the 
England squad for France, but" 
is prepared to be patient with 
a player who has played just Id. 
games in the last two years. 

The former Grasshopper 
manager has six games before 
the end of the year to haulTbt- 
tenham out of the danger zone 
and be wants to win all six; start- 
ing at Everton on Saturday. 

He said: “You can’t chang? 
much in five days. 'We have to be 
reafetic. You can’t expect that we 
are going to play an extraordi- 
nary game. We have to get a re- 
sult against Everton. We are at 
the bottom and we need points. 7 ’ . 

He knows he feces an uphill 
struggle, but at least saw some 
encouraging aspects against 
Palace. He said: “It’s a big 
challenge for me. Together we 
might be strong. It’s a big dub. 

“I saw an unlucky team that 
started well and missed two 
good chances. Often the team 
that opens the scoring is going' 
to win and that's what hap- 
pened. They had a good spir- 
it. I saw them fighting. It's a 
good attitude.- 

“We had a lot of possession 
but not much penetration into 
the penally area. The actual sit- 
uation is that we are at the bot- 
tom and we have to work hard 
to come out and I was happy to 
start this morning. 

"I will give everybody a 
chance to prove what they can 
do and give for Tottenham. 
They have to be proud to wear 
a Tottenham shirt." 

Van Gaal faces backlash, 
Newcastle preview, page 30 
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Kendall buying survival kit 




Howard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, has put into operation 
bis well-used survival plans 
with two new men in, one out 
and a promise of more changes 
to come. 

Kendall will have Mitch 
Ward, initially on loan, in his 
squad at Chelsea tonight when 
Everton hope to end their dire 
record of falling to win away In 
the League since December as 
well as trying to move off the 
bottom of the table. 

Kendall has set up a deal 
that will bring Ward, perma- 
nently, and the defender Carl 
Tiler from his old dub, 
Sheffield United, with Gra- 
ham Stuart plus £500.000 going 
in the opposite direction. 

It is the beginning of a 
Kendall policy of signing tried 
and trusted players who have 



worked for him before to get a 
club out of the relegation mire. 

Kendall arrived at Man- 
chester Gty in 1989 to take over 
a club in an identical position 
to Everton's current one. 

Despite much abuse from 
the Maine Road fans who 
thought he was pursuing an old 
pals act. Kendall signed Peter 
Reid, Adrian Heath, Wayne 
Clarke, Alan Harper and Neil 
Pointon, who had all served him 
admirably in the past, to haul 
City to survival. 

Kendall agreed terms with 
Ward and Tiler before depart- 
ing for the Chelsea game, while 
Stuart was finalising his side of 
the deal in discussions with 
Nigel Spackman.“There will 
be more new signings, if f can 
find the right sort of players to 
come here,” Kendall said. 




tafksharephis"’ lets two or more 
people share one Talk Plan and 
one bill You get separate phones 
with different numbers, share 
more inclusive minutes, get 
cheaper calls and pay just one 
connection fee. You also receive 
Orange Care worth over £50 on 
each phone, which includes 12 
months free insurance, 24 hour 
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replacement and 3 year warranty. 
For more information call Orange 
direct on 0800 80 10 80 or visit 
wwvuLorangacaitfc 
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